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Poll shows 
Likud well 
in lead 


By MARK SEGAL 

Post Political Correspondent 
TEL AVIV. — The Likud continued 
lo forge ahead of Labour according 
to a Jerusalem Post poll held this 
month before the raid on the Iraqi 
nuclear installation. Religious Af- 
fairs Minister Aharon Abuhatzeira's 
Tami did poorly in its first showing, 
as did Moshe Dayan’s Tclem, which 
has lost ground since late May. The 
National Religious Party has gained 
slightly in the past fortnight, and 
support for Amnon Rubinstein's 
Shinui has dwindled completely, 
confirming the prognosis of a 
rightward swing in the electorate. 

The pull was conducted by the 
Modi’in hzrachi Applied Research 
Centre in the first week of June 
among a representative sample of 
1.217 adults. This time, the pollsters 
conducted a mock balloting exer- 
cise. supplying voting slips of all the 
parlies contesting the I Oth Knesset 
elections. The practice explained 
the sharp decline in the size of the 
undecided vole, from 22.5 per cent 
in the previous poll to only 14.5 per 
cent this lime. Number of seats, 
with undecided eliminated: 


Likud 

Early June 
46 

Late May 
45 

Labour 

40 

42 

NRP 

8 

7 

Agutin Bloc 

5 

5 

Taml 

3 

— 

Tclem 

3 

4 

CRM 

2 

2 

.Shinui 



1 

Tthiya 

2 

3 

Others 

11 

1! 



“From Holocaust (o Rebirth" Is the theme of the World Gathering of on their way to new homes here. The other photo, by Israel Tnlbv, 
Jewish Holocaust Survivors" being held in Israel this week (See shows children at pluv this month in an Israeli settlement named for the 
pnec 7.2). At j*’H ■» 1446 ’ih«t •>•>'!! ph h\ Hr. Tim Gidal -.howlin' snr- •nu-.-.j , c.r • victims of the Holocaust. Kibbutz l.ntiamvi Haftelft’nt. 
Vl vow of the Buchcnwald concentration camp as they arrived in Haifa About 7.000 survivors are attending the gathering. 


Centre director Sara Shemer 
pointed out the constant differentia- 
tion between the demographic 
profile of Likud and Labour voters. 
The former continues to enjoy the 
strongest support among younger 
(18-30) age groups. Orientals, blue- 
collur workers, religious and the 
lower occupational and educational 
strata. Labour draws ils strength 
from middle and older age groups, 
western communities, secular- 
minded. white-collar workers, and 
the middle and upper occupational 
and educational strata. 


A view from Paris 

PA RIS, — Following an eight-hour 
visit here Saturday by Saudi 
Arabia's King Khaled, the new ad- 
ministration of President Francois 
Mitterrand expressed support for a 
Palestinian homeland. 

Foreign Minister Claude Cheys- 
son stressed French recognition of 
"the legitimate right of the Palesti- 
nian people to live peacefully, like 
Any other people, and to have its 
own homeland." 

Cheysson further described 
Palestinian national rights as 
"sacred." 


Why defence 
officials are 
concerned 

By HIRSH GOODMAN 
Post Military Correspondent 
Defence officials here are more 
worried about the long-term effects 
of the destruction of the Iraqi 
nuclear reactor on the israeli-U.S. 
military relationship than about 
America's decision to hold up the 
supply of four F- 16 aircraft. 

A major cause of concern is the 
future of the strategic dialogue 
between the two countries, the first 
round of which was completed on a 
positive note in Israel in mid-May. 
One of the important elements of 
the dialogue was the possibility of 
the U.S. stockpiling strategic stores 
in Israel to be used by either parly 
under agreed terms. 

Officials in Jerusalem now feel 
that the Americans Inay be less will- 
ing now to stockpile stores here, es- 
pecially given the hostile attitude of 
the Pentagon this last week. 

Israel, according to these of- 
ficials. was very close to a new 
relationship with the U.S. on 
defence and strategic matters. 
While they have not yet heard 
anything concrete about a change in 
this relationship and expect the 
dialogue to continue, experts here 
have little doubt that the 
Americans' terms of reference will 
be far different from those which 
governed the talks last month. 

There is little hope the U.S. will 
commit its strategic stockpiles to 
Israel if a major disagreement 
^develops between the two Countries 
■over the conditions of \ use of 
military equipment sold to Israel. 


More arms delays not expected 


By WOLF BLITZER 

Jerusalem Post Correspondent 
WASHINGTON. -The U.S. move 
to suspend delivery of four F-16 
fighters lo Israel had the full back- 
ing of President ’Ronald Reagan 
himself, and (he president and 
senior While House officials have 
reacted angrily to Prime Minister 
Mennhem Begin’s personal denun- 
ciation of Secretary of Defence 
Caspar Weinberger for the decision, 
(see page 2). 

Begin told an election rally in 
Petah Tikva last Thursday that 
Weinberger was "the culprit who 
attempted to deny Israel all military 
aid" following Israel's destruction 
of the Iraqi nuclear reactor. 

According to informed ad- 
ministration sources, the president 
and his top aides believe Begin had 
no business singling out Weinberger 
for the decision which was ap- 
proved at a National Security Coun- 
cil meeting on Wednesday. 

At the Pentagon, Weinberger 
denied he hud recommended with- 
holding all economic and military 
aid to Israel. 

Begin, in deciding to go after 
Weinberger, was probably reading 
to reports in the Israeli press and 
cables from the Israel Embassy in 
Washington which confirmed that 
the Pentagon had submitted an op- 
tions paper to the National Security 
Council recommending five ways to 
punish Israel. These included: 

• A cut-olT of economic aid. 

• The suspension of all military 
equipment deliveries, including the 
F-I6s. 

• Pressure on Israel to submit its 
nucleur facilities lo international 
supervision. 


• Condemnation of Israel at the 
UN. 

• Support for Israel to pay Iraq 
reparations for the destruction of 
the facility. 

U.S. officials have confirmed the 
existence of the paper, but noted 
that the Pentagon did not necessuri- 
ly support the implementation of all 
five sleps. The paper, they said, had 
merely outlined various options for 
the president's consideration. 

What has become clear is that 
Weinberger and the generals at the 
Pentagon did in fact want to go con- 
siderably further than Secretary of 
State Alexander Haig in punishing 
Israel. They regarded the decision 
to suspend delivery of the planes as 
rather mild. 

White House sources confirmed 
Saturday that the president is un- 
likely to go tjiuch further in rebuk- 
ing Israel. ; 

One official said the U.S. intel- 
ligence community obviously was 
embarrassed .by the inability of its 
niuliibillion qoilar network to learn 
of the attack, "but no one's going to 
tell you that." 

A Senate committee is expected 
to begin an investigation of the air 
strike. 

A major question to be resolved 
involves the Iraqi nuclear develop- 
ment programme. Senators want to 
determine Whether the Iraqi facility 
was ubout to go •‘hot" in July or 


September — js suggested bv Israel 

The) also want to know whether 
the L.S. intelligence community 
agreed with Israel s assessment that 
Iraq was indeed moving towards an 
atomic bomb. 

Meanwhile. White House of- 
ficials believe that the entire inci- 
dent may have strengthened the ad- 
ministration's ability to push 
through Congress the proposed sale 
of AWACS radar planes and other 
advanced weaponry to Saudi 
Arabia. 

Some sources have suggested (hat 
the administration may want to link 
the Lifting of the suspension of the 
F-I6s with an easing of Israel's op- 
position lo the Saudi sale. 

On Sunday, it was learned that 
Begin has composed a direct appeal 
to the American people, in which he 
asks them to pressure their govern- 
ment to change its policy towards 
Israel. Begin outlines in detail the 
catastrophe Israel could have faced 
if the Iraqi nuclear reactor had been 
allowed lo remnin intact. 

Bcgin's nppeul to the American 
people is to be publicized by Israeli 
missions und via the mass media. 

The president postponed the 
trunsfer of four F-16s to Israel after 
it was decided that Israel had 
violated the terms or the U.S. Ami 
Exports Control Act by its use of 
U.S. planes in the reactor raid. He 

iCMitlnueil on pane 2.) 
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AFTER THE RAID 


Back to the bad old days 


BY SUSPENDING "for the time 
being*' the delivery of four F-16 
fighters to Israel, the Reagan Ad* 
ministratioirhas done what even the 
Carter Administration consistently 
refused to do — namely, to actually 
use U.S. arms supplies as a point of 
leverage against Israel. 

There were many periods of fric- 
tion between Washington and 
Jerusalem during the four years of 
the Carter Administration. U.S. and 
Israeli officials consistently, for ex- 
ample. disagreed on the creation of 
Israeli settlements on the West 
Bank and the use of U.S.-supplied 
fighters to bomb Palestinian targets 
in Southern Lebanon. 

Bui as President Jimmy Carter 
repeatedly pointed out last year 
before Jewish audiences during his 
unsuccessful bid for re-election, he 
never once actually withheld 
previously authorized shipments to 
Israel. There was no "reasses- 
sment" of U.S. policy towards Israel 
during his administration, he often 
said. 

But now, in the wake of Israel's' 
bombing of the Iraqi nuclear 
facility, the Reagan Administration 
has injected the pressure of pending 
arms supplies back into the U.S.- 
Israeli relationship. 

This represents a severe setback 
in Woshington-Jerusalem ties, even 
if Reagan and his senior advisers 
had liilie realization of its historic 
significance. 

According to informed ad- 
ministration sources, Reagan and 
his advisers did not know, for in- 


stance, that suspension of the 
promised delivery even went 
beyond the pressure exerted against 
Israel during the 1975 six-month 
U.S. “reassessment" of policy. 

President Gerald Ford and 
Secretaiy of State Henry Kissinger 
at that time refused to sign any new 
arms contracts with Israel because 
it had refused to sign the proposed 
Sinai-II accord in March. Israel and 
Egypt later reached agreement in 
September, ending the “reassess- 
ment.” 

But U.S. arms, which had been 
'authorized for shipment — arms 
. already in the pipeline — were al- 
lowed to go to Israel. 

REAGAN’S DECISION, made 
during a formal National Security 
Council meeting last Wednesday, 
may have been perceived by himself 
and some of his aides as. relatively 
mild, but it wa9 not — in terms of 
the historic U.S.-Israeli relationship 
of recent years. 

Israeli officials and othpr veteran 
Middle East observers in 
Washington .agreed op that point. 

Indeed, even some of Israel's 
most vocal critics at the ’State De- 
partment's Near Eastern fend South 
Asian -affairs bureau were 
themselves surprised that Reagan 
had joined ranks with Secretary of 
Defence Caspar Weinberger in so 
dramatically punishing Israel. 


A News Analysis by 
our Washington 
Correspondent, Wolf 
Blitzer. 


Weinberger and deputy Defence 
Secretary Frank Cffrlucci, backed 
by many of the top'generais at the 
Pentagon, had clearly taken the 
lead within the administration in 
wanting to attack Israel. For them, 
Israel has become a painful irritant. 

The Carter Administration 
regarded Israel as a source of con- 
siderable problems because of its 
refusal to conform to Washington's 
vision of a Palestinian solution, the 
supposed core of instability in the 
Middle East. 

Now Israel has become a thorn in 
the side of the Reagan Administra- 
tion, because it is standing in the 
way of America’s new "strategic 
consensus” designed to stem Soviet 
inroads in the Middle East. 
ISRAEL is perceived as hindering 
the development of America’s new 
anti-SovieL policy in the region. And 
this, according to Israeli officials 
and other pro-Israel observers in 
Washington, is a throwback to the 
1950s and the days of Dwight 


Eisenhower and John Foster Dulles. 
Israel then was also perceived by a 
Republican administration us a 
complication to America's Arab 
policy designed to contain (he 
spread of Communism. 

Eisenhower and Dulles, it should 
be recalled, dW-ttot hesitate to pres- 
sure Israel throughout the 1950s. 
When the government of David 
Ben-Gurion refused to a total 
withdrawal from Sinai and Gaza in 
1957, following the Sinai Campaign, 
the U.S. administration used brutal 
pressure to force an Israeli retreat. 

At that time there were threats of 
U.S.-supported sanctions against 
Israel at the UN. Israel was warned 
(hat the U.S. Justice Department 
might have to open an investigation 
of the tax-exempt status of the 
United Jewish Appeal and other 
charities going to Israel if the 
withdrawal were not prompt. 

That was tough pressure which 
the Ben-Gurion Government could 
not withstand. Israel's anti-Soviet 
rhetoric in those days did not stand 
for much. Too much U.S. support 
for Israel upset the Arabs. 

Much of what is happening today, 
therefore, has this historical 
parallel. 

Pentagon officials and many 
others within the administration 
wanted Reagan to go even further 
in punishing Israel than was the 


case. They would have been happier 
with a more forceful suspension of 
arms shipments. 

So far, however, the administration 
has addressed itself only to the mat- 
ter of the four previously-scheduled 
F-I6s. No decision has yet been 
taken on other weapons or spare 
parts in the pipeline. That is a 
sword still hanging over Israel’s 
head. 

Even before the bombing of the 
Iraqi reactor, U.S. anger towards 
Israel had been growing. Senior ad- 
ministration officials resented 
Israel's strong opposition to the 
proposed sale of AWACS radar 
planes and other advanced 
weaponry to Saudi Arabia. Here, 
ton, Israel was supposedly dis- 
rupting the new U.S. "strategic’' 
policy towards Saudi Arabia. 

IN WASHINGTON, Prime 
Minister Menahem Begin was 
quickly becoming very unpopular, 
precisely because of his refusal to 
accept all of the administration's re- 
quests. Now that there is a strong 
possibility that Begin will be re- 
elected, some U.S. officials appear 
almost anxious for a full-scale con- 
frontation with him. They would 
like to teach him a lesson. 

If Begin is re-elected, therefore, 
there could be an even more serious 
deterioration in U.S.-lsraeli rela- 
tions. 

Even if the arms suspension is 
lifted very quickly, the symbolic ef- i 
feet of the decision probably will i 
plague U.S.-lsraeli relations for \ 
some time to come. 


Begin blames Weinberger 


By SARAH HONIG 
Post Political Reporter 
PETAH TIKVA. — Prime Minister 
Menahem Begin last week accused 
U.S. Defence Secretary Caspar 
Weinberger of being "the culprit 
who attempted to. deny Israel all 
military aid” following the 
destruction of Iraq's nuclear reac- 
tor. 

"In this, he was aided by the 
Israel Labour Party and especially 
its chairman Shimon Peres, while 
U.S. Secretary of State Alexander 
Haig proved himself a true friend of 
Israel." Begin declared. 

He wus addressing an ecstatic 
crowd estimated ut well over 20,000 
at tin election rally outside Petah 
Tikva city hall. The audience 
enthusiastically cheered him, and 
booed the very mention of Peres, 
Labour and of Weinberger. 
(Weinberger later denied that he 
recommended halting all economic 
and military aid to Israel.) 

Earlier in the evening. Begin ex- 
pressed confidence that the 
American suspension of delivery on 
the warplanes is a "temporary 


measure,” .Discussing the situation 
■at a British embassy^TTeOefition in 
Tel Aviv, the premier predicted a 
speedy resumption of deliveries, 
noting that all other arms shipments 
from the U.S. arc continuing on 
schedule. 

The Petah Tikva speech was 
Begin's first public appearance after 
the Iraqi operation. "The man who 
demanded that no military equip- 
ment at all be supplied us was Wein- 
berger.” he said. 

"What kind of morality do you 
operate under. Mr. Secretary of 
Defence?” asked Begin. "They 
wanted to drop nuclear bomb/f on 
us. T{iey wanted to destroy our 
children, as a million and 'a half 
youngsters were slaughtered in the 
Holocaust. 

"You, Mr. Secretary of Defence, 
are punishing the side which protec- 
ted itself and awarding the mur- 
derous dictatorial aggressor. If 
anyone tries to manufacture instru- 
ments of mass destruction against 
us, we shall destroy them,” Begin 
declared to the sound o.f tumultuous 
appla'tse and chants. 
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ARMS SUPPLY DELAY 


(Continued from page 1) 
also orderec} a review of U.S., arms 
supplies to Israel which have 
already been approved. 

There was no immediate word on 
how long the postponement on arms 
shipments to Israel would continue. 
But administration officials con- 
firmed last week that there was ex- 
tensive disagreement within the ad- 



Weinberger 

ministration itself on the degree of 
U.S. chastisement of Israel. 

White House spokesman Lhrry 
Speakes told reporters that the 
president had been "shocked” by 
the Israeli attack against the reactor 
on Sunday. 

In a letter from Secretary of State 
Alexander Haig to Congress, the 
secretary said "while our discus- 
sions with Israel continue, and while 
your (House and Senate) committee 
is considering this matter, the presi- 
dent has directed the suspension for 
the time being of the immediate 
shipment of four F-16 aircraft which 
had been scheduled for this week. 

"A final administration decision 
on whether Israel had violated its 
commitments to the U.S. will be 
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made following the review or this 
entire matter,” Huig said in his let- 
ter to Congress. ' ' 

The letter said that the ad- 
ministration in the course of its 
review "will consider the conten- 
tion of Israel that this action was 
necessary for its defence, because 
the reactor was intended to produce 
atomic bombs and would become 
operational very soon." 

The U.S. already has delivered 53 
of 75 F-I6s it has agreed to sell 
Israel as well as 25 of 40 F-15 
fighters. Both types of aircraft look 
part in Lite Sunday aiiuck on the Ira- 
qi reactor, according to U.S. of- 
ficials. 

The day after he ordered the 
delay in the delivery of the F-I6s to 
Israel, President Reagan assured 
Israeli Ambassador Ephraim Evron 
that there will be no "fundamental 
re-evaluation” of U.S. relations 
with Israel. 

The president also told Evron 
that Israel remained "an important 
ally of the U.S.’’ and that 
Washington will continue to insure 
Israel’s "qualitative” superiority 
against any combined Arab military 
threat. . . 

Evron explained that: i)'Iraq is an 
implacable enemy of Israel; 2) it has 
subverted U.S. interests in' the 
region; 3) it has supported ter- 
rorism; 4) it has undermined Egyp- 
tian President Anwar Sadat; and 5) 
the Iraqis were moving toward the 
cbnstruction of an atomic 1 bomb. 

President Reagan, during his 
meetings with Evron and five Arab 
ambassadors in Washington, under- 
scored the need to moVe towards a 
peaceful resolution ofttib crisis in 
Lebanon, and later, to resolve the 
Arab-Israeli conflict. 1 

Israel Radio reported' Sunday 
that Begin was preparing to toll jin 
' American television ‘jntehrifcwer 
that the U.S. intelligence .Com- 
munity was aware of the threat the 
Iraqi nuclear reactor had posfed, 
and had even warned Israel about it. 



Israeli Air Force Commander David 
lvrl, who told Israel Television Friday 
night that the Iraqis have (he means to 
deliver an atomic bomb to an Israeli 
city. He cited the Tupolev-22 bora- 
bers, and the Sukhol-22 and MIG-23 
aircraft. 

Habib back in ME 

JEDDA. — U.S. presidential envoy 
Philip Habib arrived -here Saturday 
on his second' visit to Saudi Arabia 
in his current mission to defuse the 
missile crisis. , 

Habib came here after spending 
five days in Lebanon. : 

In Tel Aviv the Israel Defence 
Forces spokesman admitted Satur- 
day that another pilotless aircraii 
was destroyed over the weekend, 
but refused to say where. All » 
army was prepared to say was JJ 
the drone had been on a routin 
petrol over Lebanon and SyriU- 

This is the fourth Israeli drono to 

be shot down by the Syrians dunns 
the past six weeks, : 
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Peres clashes with premier over 


timing of attack on 



Jerusalem Post Staff 

A head-on political clash between 
the government and the Labour 
Party followed the raid on the Iraqi 
reactor, with Labour charging that 
(he operation was timed with the 
June JO elections in mind. 

Labour also said that admitting 
responsibility for the strike had 
been unnecessary and was made to 
win votes for the Likud, despite the 
damage it caused to Israel’s 
standing in the world. 

Labour said that a statement by 
the Iraqi ambassador to Italy 
proved that Israel’s announcement 
of the strike was uncalled for. 

Speuking at a news conference 
in Rome Iasi week, Ambassador 
Taha Ahmed ad-Daud said that the 
Iraqi leaders waited more than 24 
hours before confirming the attack 
on the reactor because they were 
not sure who the attackers were. 

Labour Party spokesman Yossi 
Beilin suid this week that while the 
enemy was guessing who carried out 
the raid. Israel supplied the re- 
quired information. The govern- 
ment's excuse that Jordan Radio 
had broadcast the news first was dis- 
proved by the Rome statement, 
Beilin claimed. 

Labour had not contested the 
government’s claim that the raid 
wus a "defensive move” he suid. 
Labour maintained that the attuck 
wus premature and that there was 
still time fpr political moves such as 
appeals to the new French Presi- 
dent Francois Mitterrand to stop as- 
sisting the Iraqis. 

Labour onpusition leader Shimon 
Peres earlier sharply rejected 
Premier Menahem Begin’s claim 
that the Iraqi nuclear reactor would 
have been "hot” in July. 

He asserted that the deadline for 
bombing the reactor was actually in 
September, and Israel could have 
used the time to persuade the new 
French government to cease its sup- 
ply of weapons-gradc uranium to 
Iraq. 

The timing, said Peres, was the 
consideration which had prompted 
him to write to Begin on May 10 this 
yeur urging the premier not to order 
the bombing operation which was to 
have taken place on that day. 

Begin, however, repeated his con- 
tention that Peres had opposed the 
very idea of an air strike against the 
reactor, and had not only quarrelled 
with the May 10 date which coin- 
cided with the French presidential 
election. To prove his point, the 


prime minister released the letter in 
which Peres had made his objec- 
tions. 

Peres said his opposition to the 
bombing was not confined strictly 
to that day alone. He fully expected 
Mitterrand 'to \vTn the election, and 
he wanted Israel to make a renewed 
diplomatic effort with the French 
government before it resorted to the 
military option. 

A nother Labour Party lender, 
former chief of staff Rav-Aluf (res.) 
Mordechai Gur, went even further 
than Peres last week in assailing the 
prime minister over the reactor 
bombing. In Labour's election 
broadcast, Gur charged that "the 
prime minister knew" the Iraqi 
reactor would not he ‘hot* in July. 


Text of Peres’ letter 

Following I. the text of Shimon Peres' let- 
ter: 

May 10 

PERSONAL — TOP SECRET 
Mr. Prime Minister, 

At the end of December 1480 you called 
me inrn your office In Jerusalem and told 
me shout a certain extremely serious mat- 
ter. You did not solicit my response and I 
niv^lf (despite my Instlnctl.c feeling) did 
uni respond in (he circumstances that then 
existed. 

I feel this morning that it is my supreme 
civic duty to advise you, afler serious con- 
sideration and In weighing the national In- 
terest, in desist from this thing. 

I speak ns a man of experience. The 
deadlines reported by us (and I well un- 
derstand our people's anxiety) are not the 
nulistic deadlines. Material can be 
changed for (Other) material. And what Is 
intended to prevent can become a cnwlw. 

On the other hand Israel would be like a 
tree In the desert — and we also have what 
to be concerned about. 

I add my voice — and It is not mine 
alone — to the voices of those who tell you 
not to do it, and certainly not at the pre- 
sent time and In the present circumstances. 

Respectfully, 
Shimon Peres 


The Israel Air Force action wus 
therefore ’'premature," Gur as- 
served. It had created strategic and 
political problems for Israel that 
would "be with us for a long lime to 
come." The whole world, Gur said, 
lived in fear of the nuclear threat. 
But Israel, its government acting 
hastily and without proper con- 
sideration, had been the first 
country to lake military action 
against a nuclear facility. 

Shimon Peres spoke at a 
specially-convened press con- 
ference in Jerusalem. He accused 


reactor 

Begin of “perversion^ falsification 
and slander” and of "subordinating 
the most vital national security mat- 
ters” to his electoral considerations. 

Peres recalled at his press con- 
ference that he was the man who 
under premiers David Ben-Gurion 
and Levy F.shkoi had been in charge 
of setting up Israel’s nuclear reac- 
tors at Nuhal Sorek and at Dimona. 

He flayed Begin for 
"unprecedented chattering on 
nucleur matters" and said that in ail 
the slate's history, with which he 
was "intimately familiar," there hud 
never been "such levity on matters 
of vital national importance." 

Peres and Gur in effect chal- 
lenged Begin’s key justification for 
the bombing raid: the fear that the 
Iraqi reactor would become 'hot' by- 
July. Begin has repeatedly ex- 
plained since the air operation 
that once the reactor had become 
‘hot,’ no Israeli government would 
have bombed it since to do so would 
have been to endanger the lives of 
all Baghdad's citizens, 

The opposition leader reacted so 
forcefully because earlier in the day 
Begin had sent to the Knesset 
Foreign Affairs and Defence Com- 
mittee the copy or a handwritten 
letter Peres had sent him on the 
morning of May 10 advising against 
the bombing operation. Tile copy 
immediately found ns way to the 
media — as Regia must have fully 
expected it would. 

Peres had lahelled the letter "per- 
sonal and lop secret.” Bill Begin 
w r>*'e i-> •.■on notice chairman 
Moshc Arens that n was his •'Tight 
and duly" to disclose it to the com- 
mittee because Peres had been mis- 
leading the committee the day 
before over his stand on the bomb- 
ing operation. Peres had pretended 
that he had opposed the action only 
on French election day, whereas in 
truth, said Begin, Peres had op- 
posed the action altogether. 

At his press conference later 
Peres contended that he had not 
been misleading at the committee, 
but his remarks there had been 
deliberately distorted by "tenden- 
tious leakers.” In fact, what he had 
objected to in his letter — and this 
was still his position today — was 
the resort to military action before 
"exhausting the diplomatic option” 
with the new French government. 

Regarding the key July deadline, 
both Begin and Peres base 
themselves on Israeli intelligence 
information, Begin disclosed last’ 


Former prime minister Yitzhak Rabin, 
left, nnd Labour Party chairmen Shimon 
Pm-N chut during a break at ■ Labour 
Alignment election rally In Jerusalem 
Saturday. Relations between the two have 
been strained for a Ions time, and a few 
months ago, when Peres named his shadow 
cHbfnct, Rabin was not Included. Last 
week, rumours were rife — and so were 
di-nlnls (bv Rabin and his supporters) — 


Tuesday that according to this in- 
formation the French nuclear xcicn- 
lists aiding the Iraqis had under- 
taken t n h a v l- the r e a c i o r 
operational hy September, hut t he 
Iraqis were "pressing them" to ad- 
vance (lie dale to July. 

Peres wrote to Begin on May |0. 
and he repeated this last week, that 
•’ »s i man with experience in this 
held" he 'could say with icruiiitv 
that the French scientists’ deadline 
was the realistic one and that nu 
amount of pressure from the Iraqis 
could have advanced that deadline. 

A source close to Begin sought to 
rebut Peres' assertions in u less 
emotive and more substantive way. 
He said that even if Mitterrand had 
agreed to halt the uranium supplies, 
Iraq had enough already to 
manufacture an atomic bomb. 
Moreover, even if the July deadline 
wus a "low probability" — it was 
reason enough for the prime 
minister to net, because if the reac- 
tor did become "hot" Israel would 
lose its chance forever to bomb it. 

The source said Peres' letter of 
May 10 was intended as a "double 
insurance policy: if the operation 
failed, he would have said he had 
been aguiitst it all along; if it had 
succeeded, he would have said (and 
indeed he did say) that he was only 


that Rabin would be named a cabinet 
minister niter all if the Labour Alignment 
wins the elections. A poll published last 
weekend In the Hebrew newspaper Yeditu 
Ahnumm showed Peres lagging behind 
Rabin in public choice for prime minister 
— 17 per cent to 19 per cent. Far ahead 
wus Premier Menahem Begin with 33 per 


opposed ui the specific May fil 
liming..." 

Begin noted in a message to the 
kncisci Foreign \ flairs and 
Defence Committee that nowhere 
in his letter docs Peres mention his 
opposition to die M.iy ID date as 
such "In fact, the date is not even 
spec tiled." \x rues Begin "Peres ad- 

ii,-. ’>• Av ( MiiUary i-- 

Peres' pronoun cements, his opposi- 
tion to the air strike was in prin- 
ciple." 

Pere> has meanwhile cancelled a 
meeting scheduled for this week 
with Fgypuan President Anwar 
Sadat in Alexandria. 

The two will meet after the June 
30 Knesset elections, it was agreed. 

Sadat extended the invitation 
when he set the June 4 summit 
meeting with Prime Minister 
Menahem Begin inOphira. 

Peres initially accepted the invita- 
tion but last week phoned Sadat to 
postpone the trip. 

Peres' aides told The Jerusalem 
Post he had decided not to go in or- 
der not to appear to be staging an 
election stunt, especially after the 
Labour Parly had alleged that the 
Begin-Sadat meeting had been a 
Likud election gimmick. 


n-nt. 


* Rutiinilin Yliraell) 


Major U.S. papers defend the strike 


By WOLF BLITZER 

Jerusalem Post Correspondent 
WASHINGTON. - A day after 
The New York Times editorially con- 
demned Israel's air strike against 
the Iraqi nuclear reactor, The Wall 
Street Journal. The Washington Star 
and other major newspapers came 
to Israel's defence. 

“We all ought to get together and 
send the Israelis a vote of thanks,” 
commented the Journal. 

"We have no doubt that the Mid- 
dle East is today a safer place for all 
nations — not merely for Israel — 
than it was a few days ago," added 
the Star. 

Although some influential voices 
in the U.S, Congress have echoed 
the Administration's anger, the dar- 


ing; mission has been welcomed by 
many other Americans who have 
accepted the Israeli government's 
explanation. 

Indeed, with each passing day, 
there seems to be more under- 
standing and support among in- 
fluential U.S. circles for the opera- 
lion. 

"The Israelis are not infallible, 
but their security for 33 years now 
has depended on making careful 
power judgements," said the Jour- 
nal editorial. "They know that their 
best chances for avoiding bloodshed 
lie in frequently reminding their 
neighbours that they are strong and 
that their wishes are not to be taken 
lightly. 

“The Israeli approach to non- 
proliferation is limited and direct. 


But (heir outlook on the world and 
on what it lakes to earn the world’s 
respect offers a few lessons we 
ourselves could profitably leam." 

Writing on the "Op-Ed" page of 
the New York Times last weekr 
Democrntic Senator Alan Cranston 
(California) criticized the Reagan 
administration for condemning 
Israel without first having “tried 
harder to understand the Israeli 
motives." I 

Cranston painted out that 19 1 
years ago the Kennedy adminislra- 1 
tion had contemplated a similar air 
strike against the nuclear missiles 
which the Soviet Union had placed 
in Cuba. 

The American Jewish community 
has rallied behind Israel — with 
very little dissent. 


TA casualties could be 100,000’ 


By JEFFREY HELLER 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

I 

An Iraqi; atomic bomb attack on 
Tel Aviv vymild have caused about 
100,000 casualties, says Prof. Alvin 
Radkowsky, former chief scientist 
of the U.S. Atomic Energy Commis- 
sion’s marine reactors division, now 
a member of the Tel Aviv and Ben- 
Gurion . Universities' 1 nuclear 
engineering departments. 

At Hiroshima, the intense heat 
created by toe explosion of the 
uranium-235 ’’Little Boy"-lype 
atomic bomb — which Radkowsky 
believes the Iraqis could have 
produced — ignited the Japanese 
city's mostly wooden buildings in a 
raging fire-storm that killed more 
than 92,000 persons and injured an 


equal number. Because of the 
nature of Tel Aviv's buildings the 
casualty toll would be half that of 
Hiroshima under similar circum- 
stances. 

"Radintion would not be enough 
to do much damage” in Tel Aviv, he 
says. "People would have a more 
than normal susceptibility to cancer 
(afterward) but it wouldn't be 
tremendous.” 

It lakes approximately 25 kilos of 
uranium-235 to make a bomb and 
Baghdad had already taken delivery 
of 13 kilos of the 95 per cent 
enriched materlul when the 
warplanes struck, says Radkowsky, 
adding that the Iraqis could have 
had an operational atomic device by 
July 1982. 


Published weekly: June 14-20, 1981 


THE JERUSALEM POST INTERNATIONAL EDITION. 


PAGE 3 




CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 



WHERE TO STAY 


SERVICED APARTMENTS for rent. Short 
term. Special arrangement* Cor long term. 
Herzliya Height*. Tel. 052-58144. 4 Rehov El- 
Al. Hcraliya. . 

HOLIDAY SERVICED APARTMENT near 
beach. University, from July, SI4 daily per 
couple. Dr. Herzog, Ofakim 19, Afeka, Tel 
Aviv. Tel. 03-412588. 


REALTY 


ABEL REALTY FLATS, shop*. ofTices. 6 
King George Street. Jerusalem. 


DWELLINGS 


JERUSALEM. RAMAT ESHKOL, J 
bedroom furnished apartment for rent, 
telephone, aircondilioner, central heating. 
Call USA (212)254-8601. 

LARGE CONDOMINIUM. FURNISHED, 
on the beach, Netanya, Israel, for rant. Call 
evenings (2 1 5)664- 7823. 

NEW YORK. 6 room apartment near 
Columbia University, A/C, J bedrooms, 3 
j baths, doorman, family neighbourhood. July 
' 24- August 26. S630. (212) 864-1160(914)628- 
1 9035. 

> jj ... HO USE EXCHANGE S j t t t 

EXCHANGE for two years. Villa near Haifa 
,for accommodations In Johan- 
nesburg/Pretoria. Tel. 063-99776. 


J ERUS ' A LE M f , f . f 

FRENCH HILL. 3 bedroom*, study, tally 
tarnished. August 1981 to August 1982. Tel. 
02-816238. 

BEAUTIFUL TWO BEDROOM apartment 
in prestigious Talpiot, Jerusalem. Owned by 
former Detroiter. American improvement*. 
582.000.- Call Chareia. TeL 02-713338, 
Jc rusilcm. or Sy me, (2 1 2)249 -0 1 00, Ne w Y ork. 

RF.HAVIA. FULLY FURNISHED A 
bedrooms. Family only. I year. (516)667-8539. 

JULY IO-~Augu*t 25. overlooking Old City, 
picturesque Yemin Motive, luxurious 1- 
bedroom town house. 51,000. Many others — 
request listings. Anglo-Saxon Realty. 2 
Hasoreg St.. Jerusalem. Tel. 02-221161-4. 

WANTED 2-3 BEDROOM furnished apart- 
ment. September-Deccmber. Rubinstein. 117 
Turnbull Road. Dundac, Ontario, Canada 
(416)627-5921. 

RENT SPECIOUS 3 bedroom, choice loca- 
tion. September 81. Tel. USA (201)289-8029. 

3. COMPLETELY FURNISHED, quiet, con- 
veniences August I— 2 years, Tel. 02-667935. 

QNF ROOM BACHELOR, apvtvmem in tx- 
clusive Yemin Moslie quarter, Jerusalem, 
available for exchange Manhattan. August, 
September, October. Tel. 02-249847, Yanai, 
P.O B. 784. Jerusalem. 

CENTRE OF JERUSALEM, near Hechal 
Shlomo: unique duplex apartment, charming, 
8 roomy roof garden, magnificent views. 
"AMBASSADOR". 23 Ramban Street, 
Jerusalem. Tel. 02-660751. 


STAMPS OF ISRAEL 
Siampa and covers of every laaue 
since 1948. For free price Hat and 
descriptions, write 
ISRAEL STAMP 
COLLECTORS SOCIETY 
P.O. Bok 864, Van Nuy«, 
CA. 9140B. (213) 997-6486. 


LESSONS 


COURSES LEADINO to rabbinical ordina- 
tion. Rabbinical academy. (212)372-3151. 


PERSONAL 


WORLD JEWISH tingle* communication. All 
ages. Send your particulars: Shlhiv Organ iza- 
lion. P.O.B. 6190, Tel Aviv. 


MATRIMONIAL 


28 YEAR OLD Canadian woman, college 
graduate, i* interested In marrylag a profes- 
sional. Jerusalem Post, Box HJ, 110 East 59 
Street. New York, NY 10022. 

MATRIMONIAL: INTERNATIONAL 
AGENCY specialising In acadtiniei, 
Amcrican/European tradition, unlimited per- 
sonal service, discretion assured. Mr. Chelrin, 
P.O.B. 7382, Jerusalem. Tel. 02-2)4334. 


PLOTS 

llllllllilllllllllillllllllHIW 

WE BUY LAND, properly in Israel. W. 
Goodman. K.*f-Tei BeNovember 14a, 
Jerusalem. Tel. 02-662753. 


CONEY ISLAND 
MONUMENTS 
1840 Coney Island Avsnue 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11230 

BUY DIRECT FROM 
FACTORY AND SAVE 
(212) 998-2003 
Open Sunday. 

navy now 



OVERSEAS STUDENTS PROGRAMME 

ANNOUNCES A NUMBER OF OPENINGS 
FOR THE: 

SUMMER SESSION 1981 

JULY 13-AUGUST 11 

Open to: Undergraduate University Students 

* Modern Jewish History 

* Introduction to Jewish Philosophy 

* The Arab-lsrasli Conflict 

* Intensive Hebrew Uipart for Beginnsrs 

Housing available in student dormitories 
For registration write: Overseas Student's Program, Tel Aviv University, 
Israel. 

Six transfer credits can be earned in this programme. 


EDITORIAL COMMENT 

Mr. Begin’s credibility 

PRIME MINISTER Menaheni Begin took time off Thursday night 
from his hectic election campaign to make an appearance at a 
farewell reception for the British ambassador, John Robinson. A 
gesture of this kind by the Prime Minister towards a foreign envoy 
who certainly has not gone out of his way to show some understan- 
ding for the policies of Mr. Begin’s government seemed remarkable, 
in itself! 

Coming in a week during which Israel was exposed to almost un- 
iversal criticism over the Israel Air Force attack last Sunday on the 
Iraqi nuclear reactor, it seemed as if Mrr'Begin had purposely chosen 
this occasion to prove to Israel's diplomatic community — and 
through it lo the international community — that he is prepared to 
face U head on. But it soon appeared that the Prime Minister also had 
a special message which he wanted the world to know und which 
would rive added justification lo Israel's attack onthe reactor. 

To the glaring lights of international television crews, Mr. Begin 
held court to several foreign correspondents in an impromptu press 
conference to come up with a new revelation: the Israel Air Force 
last Sunday also hit and destroyed a secret nuclear installation 40 
metres below ground which was being prepared by Iraq for the 
production of atomic bombs. Replying lo repeated questions during 
(he 15-minute media confrontation of his own choosing, Mr. Begin 
explained that it was this secret underground installation which (he 
Iraqis had hidden from international inspection and which had posed 
the real danger to Israel. Asked how it had been possible to destroy 
such an installation 40 metres below ground, Mr. Begin replied 
proudly “our bombs which weighed one ton each — and I won’t tell 
you how many we used — destroyed everything.” 

But less than 20 hours later Mr. Begin contacted Reuter's chief 
correspondent in Israel, Patrick Massey, who had been the main 
questioner during the British embassy reception, to correct his state- 
ment. Apologizing to Reuter's readers for his mistake, the Prime 
Minister said that after reading the appropriate documents he 
realized that the underground (nuclear) site was only four metres 
deep and that the crown of the reactor was 10 metres high. 

Although Mr. Begin did not back away from his claim that the 
Iraqis were trying to hide the military aspects of the nuclear reactor 
from international inspectors, his correction on Friday seems to dis- 
prove the assertion of a secret underground atomic bunker, made so 
firmly only several hours earlier. 

The Prime Minister's apology in person to the Reuters correspon- 
dent was probably appreciated, but this is not a personal mutter bet- 
ween Mr. Begin and Mr. Massey.. .If an apology by the Prime 
Minister was in place, it was not to “Reuter’s readers'* but to the 
Israeli public over the kind of loose talk on vital defence matters 
which tun characterized Mr. Begin’* style for some time npw.. For it 
is this kind of loose, and often irresponsible talk, which is under- 
mining Mr. Begin’s credibility. 

The floating-out voter 

WHATEVER the outcome of the June 30 election, and therefore the 
shape of the next Knesset and government, it will be determined by 
less than the totality of the country's eligible voters. 

Traditionally, the rate of participation in elections here has been 
rather high. This pattern may be broken this year. 

Some voters, who are still “floating” this late in the day, may find it 
difficult to choose a favourite from among the contending parly lists 
(31 approved by the central elections committee) even by June 30. 
Some may decide lo stay home as u way of showing their indifference 
to, or aiienatiou from, the whole political system. 

But thousands, indeed lens of thousands, of Israeli citizens- with 
very pronounced political views, who have no difficulty telling their 
friends how they should vote, will this time abstain for a wholly dif- 
ferent reason, they simply will have Honied out of the country by 
election day. 

Sumer is icurnen in, and Israelis in unprecedentedly large numbers, 
so it is reported, have already taken off for foreign parts, with no in- 
tention of coming back in time for the national poll, which is held 
only on Israel territory. Many who have not done so yet arc snid lo be 
planning to leave before the end of the month. 

Granted that summer tourism lias become a growing fashion in this 
tense and hemiiied-in land, it is still somewhat strange (hat these in- 
tending abstainerSTDuld not urrange it so us to have their fun and per- 
form their civic (even though no legally obligatory) duty. ..One very 
important reason for the exodus this month, must lie in the fact that 
June 30 happens to be the last day for cheaper summer fares. 

"Was this strange coincidence lost on the government when it chose 
that particular date for the Knesset election? Was it lost on the op- 
position, when it put up so feeble a fight against the government’s 
choice? 

The least that both sides of the aisle can now do is to issue a joint 
appeal to conscientious voters among the summer travellers, to make 
it to the polling stations either by advancing the dates of their return 
home, or by putting off the dates of their departure, if they only can. 


Arab hint of 
oil embargo 

Jerusalem Post Staff 

Arab states were this week, hop- 
ing for a strong condemnation of 
Israel — und possibly sanctions 
ugninst her — when the UN 
Security Council winds up its 
emergency session on the Israeli air 
strike against the Iraqi nuclear reac- 
tor. 

The original draft resolution in- 
troduced by the Arab states would 
“strongly condemn and censure” 
Israel, and direct all UN member 
stutes “to refrain from furnishing 
Isrucl with military, economic or 
technical assistance which might 
encourage it to pursue its policy of 
expansion and aggression." 

Lasl Friday, Israeli UN Am- 
bassador Yehuda Blum claimed 
Israel had “performed an elemen- 
tary act of self-preservation" in the 
threat of “nuclear obliteration by an 
implacable enemy.'* 

On Thursday night, Howard 
Squadron, the chairman of the 
Conference of Presidents of Major 
American-Jcwish Organizations, 
met with the American UN envoy 
Jcanc Kirkpatrick, who told him 
that the U.S. would not support any 
resolution calling for the imposi- 
tion of sanctions on Israel. 

Faced with the prospect of a U.S. 
veto of proposed sanctions against 
Israel, the Arab League was con- 
sidering sponsorship of either a 
compromise proposal “that will not 
disappoint the Arabs and not draw a 
veto", or two separate proposals in- 
stead of only one — in the hope that 
by separating condemnation from 
the call for sanctions, (he support of 
the U.S. would be gained even if a 
sanctions resolution is vetoed. 

In Baghdad lust week, Arab 
foreign ministers meeting to for- 
mulate a joint response lothe Israeli 
attack adopted unspecified "prac- 
tical measures" aimed primarily 
against the U.S. as Israel's main 
supporter, according to Iraq's 
foreign minister, Sa'adun Hamadl. 

H amadi did not specify what he 
meant by “practical measures." 
Observers in Jerusalem, however, 
were certain that he was referring to 
some form of oil sanctions against 
the U.S. 

Meunwhile, Israel hai 
revived its proposal for a con- 
ference of all states in the Middle 
Hast — Including its Arab foes — M 
negotiate a treaty establishing a 
nuclcar-wcapon-free zone in the 
region. 

Blum maintained that the 1970 in- 
ternational nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty was not a 
“credible alternative" to a nuclear- 
free zone. Israel is not a party to the 
treaty. 

Farm aid for Egypt 

Israeli agricultural experts lefjfor 
Egypt last week to help plan a ljw 
acre vegetable farm near Alexan- 
dria. The project flows iron 
agreement reached between Pre - 
dent Sadat and Prime MinJJ 
Begin at their meeting In Op wr 
this month. 
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Housing prices down; rise 
expected after elections 


By ARYEH WOLMAN capital gains tax on share sale 

Jerusalem Post Reporter profits, is expected to cause a flight 

■ u ■ • • of money from the stock exchange 

The decline m housing prices lnt0 real eslale 

which has continued steadily since 

Ihe late summer of 1979 — and'.. government's policy of 

which has knocked an average of slowing down the devaluation rate 
about 20 per cent off the value of of the shekelhas taken it? toll onthe 
apartments — is likely to end after' number of foreigners, mainly 
the electiohs. Diaspora Jews, holding property in 

This view is shared by real estate. ticu | arly . lhose in the Jerusalem 
agents around the country inter- ■ ^ h ; ve rep0rlcd lhu , mttny of 

viewed last week by The Jerusalem their foreign clients have sold their 
Post and is backed up by. a survey s?cand homes hcre because of thc 
of ipa building industry conducted artificially high rate of the shekel, 
byNational Consultants, a. Tel ( |, e poor . economic situation 
Aviv-based economic- and. invest. „ bro ad, the declining attractiveness 
ment firm owned by Bank Leutnt. of , oslillCl mvcs f mcnl j„ | srai; | 

National Consultants forecast an in- ahd lhc em crgcncc 0 r popular time- 
crease of as much as 15 per cent in sharing schemo in holiday centres, 
real terms before the end of the 

year. The cnpitfll itself no longer has 

On the cost side, contractors ex- most expensive upnrtments. 
pect the taxes on .building materials. Housing prices have tumbled faster 
cut by Finance Minister Yornm here lhan elsewhere because the 
Aridor, to be rttised.once again. The governments massive building 
prices of other building inputs such programme over the lasl three years 
as fuel, now heavily subsidised, are *be city s new suburbs has outrun 
expected to rise steeply .after the demand. 

elcclioh-lCipst of the'sc'cosU'wijl be, Three, Jerusalem real estate agents' 
pasted. on to the flat purchaser, 1 gave numerous examples from iheir 
National Consultants‘ai.so expects books of cuts of 10. 15 and even 20 
public housing starts to. drop from per cent in the dollar price ol stiui- 
12,500 in 1980 to only 9,000 this durd three-, four- and five-room 
year. The total number of starts in apartments over the last six months. 
1981, they forecast, will be 32,000, a -.. , , ... , 

shortfall or some 3,000 against what 1 unl V ^‘■■lltnjts whose prices 

they estimate lo be the basic needs comi ""“ ,u \‘ x .- ‘W"" 

or the economy. wi : rc renovated. Arab houses and 

Sccond-hund apartments have -Hhcr homes with unusual lea arcs, 

also been Hooding the market over “* P"™ 1 ' ^ "P 1 ' 1 

the lust veur. following the passing ,l . n -j thfferenl arshtleetur.il steles 

or a lave' last July evttiih ekcmpled V' 1 , sm “" i, l' iirl ! 1 "™ , ' 1 

the owners, or rttore than one apart- j **.*5 

mem from land betterment tux re,11,im P 6|iu,jr unmarried 
when selling their second or subse- pc0p c ' 

quern apartment. Labour Purl) Also, in the Hod Hashuron area 
leader Shimon Peres has suggested near Tel Aviv, prices have even 

that his party would repeal the cx- risen faster than inflation, 

emption if returned to power in the In Haifa, there have been small 

June 30 elections. This has en- dollar price rises in the central Car- 

couraged people to sell their apart- me I district and among smaller 
menls now. apartment*. But elsewhere agents 

Similarly, a Labour Party victory, report stagnation in dollar prices 
currying with it the possibility of a and a decline in real terms. 

Davis Cup victory Thousands of ‘angels’ 

Post Sports Reporter Jerusalem Post Reporter 

TEL AVIV. — Israel won an TEL AVIV. — Tens of thousands of 

impressive 3-0 second-round Davis people — most of them young and 

Cup victory over Yugoslavia in wearing white shirts — epnie to 

Skopje this weekend. Israel is now P eflCC campaigner Abie Nathan s 

set to meet Hungary in the semi- "Angels Festival at a Tel Aviv 

final of Europe's zone "A" section, square last week. 

, j -I. v Held for the benefit of 26 volun- 
The semi-final round will be tecr organizations, the programme 

played July 9 to 11 at the Ramat j nc | ut j e d fireworks, mass public 

Hnsharon Tennis Centre. Tpq ten- j ano }ng and singing, and perfor- 
ms championships of the_.LUh Mac- miinces by singers, actors und 

cabiah will be taking place at RamaL come dians. 

Hasharon at the same time. . , r 

SSiS » for vo, untet rs and to gc, people to 

be no problems regarding Hungary . • 

coming here for the tie. — ■ — — 

S. Africa at Maccabiah Rates of exchange 

Post Sports Reporter ; jjjf '*«** "** ,he h " 

TEL AVIV, — South Africa will 
take part in the lllh Maccabiah 
soccer tournament from July 6 to 1 6 gJ2?2rP 
although the Republic is not a mem- French franc 
ber of FIFA, the international foot- Dutch guilder 
ball association. Five other inter- 
national sports bodies, which, like Norwegian krone 
FIFA, have expelled South Africa Danish krone 
- athletics, swimming, table tennis, 
weightlifting and wrestling - are all SS 
banning South African participation south African rand 
in the Maccabiah. Belgian franc (to) 
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Foreign exchange raiei ugtinit Ihe Israel shekel. 
104.81 

U.S. dollar 1 1.3840 

British alerting 22.375} 

Oermun murk 4.8W4 

French franc 2-0192 

Dutch guilder 4.3199 

Swiss franc 5-4554 

Swedish krona 2.2520 

Norwegian krone 1.9389 

Danish krone l-MOJ 

Finnish mark 2-5596 

Canadian diilar 

Australian dollar 4.8816 

South African rand 13.1201 

Belgian franc (10) 2.9318 


The astounding operations of 

the Israel Air Force do 
not occur by themselves. 

How do they happen? 

Who has not been Impressed by the long range operations of 
I tha Air Force, by the extraordinary ability of the pilots, and the 
'} Inexhaustible improvisations! capability of the mechanics? All 
these require prolonged and hard exercises, end long hours of 
flight training, and skilled teams of experienced instructors. 

Only your contribution to the Fund for the Strengthening of 
Israel's Defence ("LIBI”) may intensify the training as required 
by our security situati on. 


Take "LIBI" to heart 
■.This means the defence of Israel 











PLEASE apply to one of the following major banks, and 
contribute to the account of the Fund for Strengthening 
Israel’s Defence. 

a. BankLeuml Account NO. 213869-95 

b. Bank Hapoalim Account No. 05-483223 

c. Bank Discount Account No. 560-222111 

Or send your contribution to tha Fund tor Strengthening 
Israel s Defence. 17 Rehov Dalai. Hakirya. 84734, Tat 
Aviv. Israel. 

Donate generously and you will have tha pleasant feeling 
of having contributed to Israel's security. 



iUVA 
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CHAIRMAN OF THE PUBLIC COMMITTEE 
The Fund for the Strengthening of 
Israel's Defance ("LIB I") 


This advertisement has been donated by courtesy of BANK LEUMI LE ISRAEL LTD. 


ISRAEL FLIGHTSK'Sg 

largest selection of most economical one ways and round trips WmJKKKKmJKIBIX 

COMMAND TRAVEL f« l e (800) 221-4840 

6 East 45th Street. New Vbrk, Newark 10017 NY State call collect (21 2) 490-1213 
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Over 120,000 Arab visitors Technion prizes for two Britons 


expected during summer 


By DAVID RICHARDSON 
Jerusalem Poet Reporter 

A minimum of 120,000 residents 
of Arab countries are expected to 
visit the West Bank and Tsrael dur- 
ing the “summer visitors season" 
which opened officially this month. 

For the next three months travel- 
lers from as far away as Qatar, 
Bahrein and Algeria will be allowed 
into the area controlled by the 
military government on special visas 
which are valid for three months. 

The visas are issued on the basis 
of requests submitted by family or 
friends in the West Bank. But the 
military government admits that 
some of these relationships are 
tenuous at best and there are even 
tourist bureaus in East Jerusalem 
which undertake to organize the 
visits. 

Most of those come across into 
the West Bank via the Atienby 
Bridge (the crossing from Jordan). 
Others come through Ben-Gurion • 
Airport and the Neot Sinai border 
post with Egypt. 

During these three-month 
periods groups of visitors can be 
seen at the Dome of the Rock in 
Jerusalem, Tel Aviv's main shopp- 
ing boulevards as well as popular 
bathing places such as the Netanya 


beach and the Sahne national park 
in the Jezreel Valley. 

Last year 48,180 visitors came 
from Jordan. There were 80 visitors 
from Iraq, 60 from Syria, two each 
from Yemen and Turkey and 1,361 
from Libya. There were 4,574 
visitors from Saudi Arabia but only 
three from Morocco. 

Passport control officers at the 
, A lien by Bridge said recently that 
many of the visitors enter the West 
Bank on specially issued Jordanian 
. passports to avoid any Israeli 
stamps in their passports. Most of 
the summer visitors come as 
families but a large number of single 
Palestinian men from the West 
Bark who work or study in the Arab 
world also return home during this 
period when the heat of the Persian 
Gulf is stifling. 

West Bankers and visitors have 
complained — occasionilly even to 
foreign embassies — that the body 
searches and other security 
measures they have to go through at 
border posts are degrading and at 
times unnecessarily harsh. 

Bui the military authorities insist 
that these measures are essential to 
prevent the smuggling of, explosive 
material. 


HAIFA. — Technion president 
Amos Horev lust week named two 
British professors, Sir James 
Lighthill and Hans W. Kasteclitz, as 
this year's recipients of the Tcch- 
nion’s Harvey Prize. The award 
ceremony, the ninth, will take place 
on the campus on June 21. Each 
prize is worth $35,000. 

Horev, who is chairman of the 
Harvey Prize Israel committee, told 
the press last week that Sir James, 
57, Provost of University College, 
London, receives the prize in 
science and technology "in recogni- 
tion of his pioneering research in 
fluid mechanics and his leadership 
in the application of mathematics to 
the engineering and biological 
sciences." 

Professor Kosterlitz, 78, director 
of the Unit on Addictive Drugs at 
Aberdeen University, receives the 
prize in human health for his work 
“on the discovery, identification 
and pharmacology of naturally oc- 
curring emkephalins and opiates in 
the brain, which has exerted an all- 
embracing influence on neuro- 
scientists working on the 
biochemistry and pharmacology of 
the brain." 



Sir James Lighthill, left, and Hans Kosterlitz. 


The Harvey Prize, established in. 
1971 with a $1 million gift, bears the 
name of the late Lee M. Harvey of 
Los Angeles, who was a prominent 
leader of the American Technion 
Society. 

Sir James Lighthill was director 
of the Royal Aircraft Establishment 
at Farnborough at the time of the 
development of the Concord Super- 
sonic airliner. 


Professor Kosterlitz was bom In 
and studied in Germany, which be 
left when the Nazis took over. Hb 
work has changed the basic percep- 
tions of the function of the central 
nervous system and has aided treat- 
ment of psychiatric and 
neurological diseases. He maintains 
that the brain produces opiate-like 
substances that are more beneficial 
to the body than artifically 
produced medications. 


Awards for improving the quality of life 


v” 

M 






. By JUDY SIEGEL 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

A cobbler who decorates his shop 
with home-made pictures, an 
aquarium and flower pots, and an 
American immigrant who 
redecorated Netanya’s Laniado 
Hospital were among those who 
received awards from the Council 
for a Beautiful Israel last week. 

The Council, headed by Aura. 
Herzog, gave out the prizes in a' 
ceremony at Beil Hanassi (the 
president's residence). 

Czechoslovakian-born Erik 
Rosenberg, owner of a cobbler's 
shop on Rehov Zeitlin in Tel Aviv, 
was cited for his unusual decora- 
tions, and he told President Navon 
that he never sits down to work his 
10 hours each day until he first 
washes the floor. He said he insists 




not only on an aesthetic appearance 
in his shop, but also on politeness 
and honesty with his customers. 

Esianne Abraham, an interior 
decorator from the U.S., received 
her award for voluntarily and 
almost single-handedly initiating 
and planning the redecoralion of 
the Netanya hospital over a period 
of four years. Yisrael Hod, manager 
of Ben-Gurion Airport, was given a 
prize for pulhlhg foY ^complete' 
facelift for the facility. Rav-Samul 
Rishon Biuyamin Tzuberi of the ar- 
maments corps was cited for leuding 
a clean-up operation of soldiers in 
his camp. 

The northern development town 
of Carmiel was chosen for an award 
for ongoing efforts to improve its 
looks and quality of life. During a 
recent operation, almost all the 


city’s ’ residents cleaned up Otter, 
painted school buildings and par- 
ticipated in a march for a better en- 
vironment. 

The Hulivat Golani 
neighbourhood in Migdal Ha'emek 
received an award for the residents' 
collective effort to make their 
quarter pleasant. 

Residents of the building at 69 
Rehov Ben-Eliezer in Jerusalem's 
Gilo quarter were cited for making 
their area beautiful by decorating 
the building with flowerboxei. 

Ashkelon's Gordon School was 
pruised for parents, pupils and 
teachers getting together and 
renovating the school's premises. 
Pupils ulso boarded Egged buses to 
promote cleanliness and civil 
behaviour among passengers and 
drivers. 


gSj Reagan adviser Why freighter Mezada sank 


Ellas Nasslf, 22, a soldier of the Christian forces In South Lebanon who 
had both his arms blown off while he was dismantling a mine five 
months ago, was given a farewell party at Haifa’s Rambam Hospital re- 
cently. Yohal Shaked (left) and Yanlv Shayovitz (right), who do volun- 
teer work at the hospital, adopted Nasslf, helped him eat and took him 
Tor walks during his months of treatment. Before he left hospital with an 
artificial right arm, they present him with a chocolate cake and a gold 
Magen David necklace. (Oskar Tauber) 

More books read despite TV 


By LEA LEVA VI 
Jerusalem Poet Reporter 

TEL AVIV. — More Israelis are 
reading more books today than they 
did 10 years ago despite television, 
according to a survey conducted 
recently by the Education Ministry, 
At a press conference held in 
Tel Aviv to launch Hebrew Book 
Week, Avner Shalev, head of the 
ministry's Art and Culture Council, 
told reporters that people are 
watching TV more selectively than 
they did in 1969. He was particular- 
ly pleased that over 80 per cent of 
children between the ages of nine 
and 13 are readings lank a book a 
month. 

Benjamin Sellah, secretary- 
general of the Publishers Assorts- 
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tion, said there will be two 
kilometres of books at the seven 
central markets during Book Week 
and an equal amount of books at 
local markets and in development 
towns. Book Week will be held 
from June 17 to 24. 

During the week books will be 
sold at a 25-35 per cent ^iscount. 

Mordechai Bernstein, president 
of the Publishers Association, com- 
plained that rising costs of paper 
and production have made many 
publishers wary of risky new pro- 
jects. “The Knesset and the govern- 
ment are all for Hebrew books, but 
nobody does anything about lower- 
ing Value Added Tax or giving us 
any other concessions that will help 
us keep prices down." 


says taxes here 
‘outrageous’ 

Jerusalem Post Reporter 
TEL AVIV. — Israelis pay 
“outrageous and outlandish taxes" 
which constitute a “disincentive to 
productivity," according to Jack 
Kemp, U.S. Representative from 
Buffalo, New York and tax adviser 
to President Ronald Reagan. 

Kemp made this observation at a 
luncheon meeting, of the Israel- 
American Chamber of Cqmmerce 
and Industry here last week. But at 
the same time, he praised Finance 
Minister Yoram Aridor’s intentions 
of cutting taxes, especially on 
labour and capital, as “a step in the 
right direction." 

Kemp, who has met with Prime 
Minister Menahem Begin dn this, 
his third trip to Israel, said: “If 
Aridor doesn’t do it, the finance 
minister who succeeds him will have 
to do this." 

Kemp pointed out that the 
Reagan administration plans to cut 
taxes by a total of 25 per cent 
(formerly the figure had been set at 
30 per cent) during the next three 
years. 


By MARY HIRSCHKELI) 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
HAIFA. — The greatest tragedy in 
the history of the Israeli merchant 
navy — the sinking of the Zim 
freighter Mezada — was caused by 
“accumulated humun errors com- 
bined with rough seas." This was 
the conclusion of the official bourd 
of inquiry established by ■ the 
Transport Ministry to investigate 
the March 8 disaster which claimed 
the lives of 24 crewmen. 

The board’s 54-page report con- 
tained a strongly worded criticism 
of Zim for not having a competent 
technical back-up team on shore to 
assist captains in distress. The late 
master of the Mezada, Gera Levin, 
did take the wrong decisions which 
contributed to the ship's sinking 
quickly, but if the proper help had 
been available the tragedy might 
have been averted, the board said. 

One person only is directly and 
sharply criticized in the report for 
his performance — the superinten- 
dent of the Zim bulk carrier and 
tanker division, Captain Meir 
Chinski. He was the one who talked 
twice to Levin over the telephone 
and declared that the captaih had 
sounded “optimistic," so there was 
no cause for alarm. 


Such optimism does not flg ree 
with the worried tones of the cap- 
tain's replies as heard by the wife oi 
the ship’s radio operator, Msixa 
Sleicr, the board pointed out. 

The ship's officers were almost an 
foreigners who communicated very 
little with their Israeli subordinates. 
Confused by problems they coum 
not cope with by themselves, 
profoundly depressed 
bewildered, they needed some Kino 
of leadership to function — and M 
none. For this reason many chose i w 
jump into the water when the cap- 
tain ordered the ship to be a 
doned, despite the obvious dang«»' 

The problem of foreign crew in 
Israeli ships must be reexamined, 
the board emphasized. It does no 
condemn hiring foreign maritime of- 
ficers, but it strongly suggest in- 
creasing the number of Israeli oi- 
fleers aboard. ^ 

TECHNICAL TRAINING. - Vit 
number of people taking vocational 
training courses has risen from 2ir 
000 in 1970 to 43,770 In 1977 to w 
400 in 1980, Labour and Social Af- 
fairs Minister Israel Katz said 
week. This was one of the mam 
tors that has prevented large-»cai 
unemployment of youngsters, 



Official Medals 
Issued by the State of Israel 
Commemorating the 36th 
Anniversary of Liberation From 
Nazi Concentration Camps 


This State Medal honors the survivors of the 
Holocaust on the eve of "The World Gathering of 
Jewish Holocaust Survivors, in Israel, June, 1981." 

In a larger sense, it celebrates the continuity and c 
survival of the Jewish people as a whole. And the a 
State of Israel as their focal point. 

The Medal emphasizes the significance and legacy 
of the Holocaust and transmits a testament to future 
generations. It reminds the world at large that this 
was a transcending experience that "must never be 
forgotten, never be repeated". 

It commemorates this gathering of survivors from 
throughout the world, who celebrate survival, share 
achievements and dream aspirations for the future. 

In all, here is a Medal that is an eloquent symbol 
of a People's experience. One you will want to honor 
and share 


Dramatically 
sculpted in eternal gold, 
silver and bronze. 
To display in timeless olive wood. 

For home, office or gift. 


Israel Government Coins & Medals Corp., 

Liaison Office for North America, 

350 Fifth Ave., Suite 1900, New York, NY 10118 

Please send the following “From Holocaust to Rebirth' 1 Medals: 

Bronze 59mm/98gm i (g $ 12.50$ 

Silver 935/37mm/26gm (ei $ 44.00 $ 

Gold 750/30mm/1 5gm («■ $326.00 $ 

Set of 2 (Silver and bronze) $ 61 .00 $ 

Set of 2 (Gold and ^Silver) <« $379.00 $ 

Set of 3 (1 each) . ■ $387.00 $ 

Total Enclosed $ 

Complete in olive Wood display boxes 

1 am not Interested in a purchase at this lime but would like to 

receive notices of future Issues 


Name — 
Address 


(Please Print) 
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City - . State Zip ; 

All payments to be In U.S. Funds drawn on U.S. banks. This order will be forwarded 
lor processing to 1GCAMC, Jerusalem. Please allow approximately 3 months 
for delivery. Handling charges Included. Prices subject to change without notice, j p 


For orders outside the US and Canada, please write: Israel Government Coins & Medals Corp., 5 Ahad Ha'am Street, 92151 Jerusalem, Israel. 
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AFTER THE REACTOR RAID 

Iraq has few options 
for striking back 


By JOSHUA BRILLIANT 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 

Iraq could launch limited raids 
against Israel in retaliation for the 
June 7 bombing of its nuclear reac- 
tor near Baghdad, but an all-out of- * 
Tensive is unlikely in the immediate 
future, a well-informed defence 
unuiyst told The Jerusalem Post 

The analyst, who cannot be iden- 
tified. said Iraq could not use its en-' 
lire military potential against Israel, 
because II of its 12 to 13 divisions 
are bogged down on the Iranian 
front. “It would take a year to get it 
back into shape," he said. 

But it could send bombers against 
Israel. The Iraqi air force has some 
500 Tighter- bombers, including the 
Tupolev-22. During the second day 
of the Six Day War in 1967, an Iraqi 
TU-16 bombed Netanya and Israeli 
anti-aircraft gunners downed a TU- 
16 south of Afula. ■ 

The Iraqi army could also fire 
Scud missiles, he said. It has 12 
launchers and one Scud model has a 
range of 480 kilometres, which is 
more than the distance from the 
Iraqi-Jordanian border to the 
Mediterranean. These missiles are 
not now deployed near that border, 
The Post was told. The Scud is a 
very inaccurate missile, he added. 

In addition, Iraq could send 
troops to fight Israel from Jordan, 
Syria or Lebanon. 

However, these options are very 
risky, because Israel can strike back, 
in force. 

To avoid such risks. Baghdad 


could have terrorist organizations 
under its control attack targets in- 
side or outside Israel^ 

Palestinian terrorists said over 
Baghdad Radio on Tuesday that 
“Our fighters will be the first to 
take revenge and the first to tell the 
Zionist leadership that the Iraqi 
nuclear installations are the installa- 
tions of all Arabs." 

Israeli analysts do not expect Iraq 
immediately to turn its 3,000 tanks, 
2,500 armoured troop carriers and 
2.000 cannons against f his country. 
Not only are most of them deployed 
against Iran, but since Israel and 
Iraq do not have a common border, 
Syria, Jordan or both would have to 
allow the Iraqi troops through. 

Jordan is politically close to Iraq, 
but observers do not believe King 
Hussein would welcome a Urge Ira- 
qi military force in his country, es- 
pecially since Israel has 'said it 
would regard an Iraqi presence 
there as a cause for war. 

In addition, Iraq's relations with 
Syria have been very strained and 
Damascus has been helping Iran in 
its war with Iraq. 

But there are dangers in the long 
run. Baghdad could use the Israeli 
raid as a pretext to ebd its long 
drawn-out war with Iran. 
Disengagement there could be fol- 
lowed by strengthening the “eastern 
front," against Israel, the sources 
said. 

“I wouldn't be surprised if Syria 
and Iraq tried to renew their epp^ 
tacts and eventually strengthen the 
'eastern front'," one expert said. 


‘Reactor could be rebuilt 
soon with West’s help’ 


By YA'ACOV FRIEDLER 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
HAIFA. — Iraq will be able to 
rebuild “quite soon" the nuclear 
reactor Israel aircraft destroyed last 
week if the West resumes its 
nuclear assistance, a scientist on the 
Technion faculty told The Jerusalem 
Post last week. 

The nuclear scientist, who asked 
not to be identified by name, said 
there was no doubt that Iraq's Osiris 
reactor was intended solely for 
military purposes since it produced 
fissionable material for atom 
bombs. “Within a year, the reactor 
would hav*? produced enough 
plutonium for five Nagasaki-type 
bombs which would have 
threatened not only Israel," he said 
Asked to comment on the report 


Asked why he was so confident that 
the Iraqi reactor was Intended for 
military purposes, the scientist said, 
"The type of reactor, Its size and the 
fuel they ordered, combined with the 
Italian-supplied plutonium separation 
plant, make It absolutely clear that its 
purpose was to make fissionable 
material for nuclear bombs.' I 

The Osiris reactor and the ad- 
ditional equipment they had 
purchased, gave the Iraqis two im- 
mediate atom bomb options, he 
said. They could make a bomb 
directly from the enriched uranium 
purchased in France, or they could 
irradiate the natural uranium they 
bought in Libya and Niger to 
produce plutonium. 

"The Italian separation plant Iraq 
acquired produces plutonium and 


from the International Atomic, there is only one use for plutonium 
Energy Agency in Vienna that the — io make a bomb," he stressed. 


reactor would not have enabled 
Iraq to make a bomb in less than 10 
years, the scientist said. "The 
agency has a vested interest in 
promoting its own control as being 
effective. But that control can quite 
easily be evaded or the agency can 
be thrown out of the reactor by a 
unilateral abrogation of the inspec- 
tion agreement. 

"Only round-the-clock control, 
with access to every part of the 
reactor could assure real control," 
the scientist said. He noted that In- 
dia’s reactor had also been 
"controlled" by its Canadian 
builders, but this had not stopped 
India from making and exploding a 
nuclear device. 



(Rahamim Israeli) 


Premier Begin and Chief of Staff Eitan at the press conference. 

Begin: We’d do it again if need be 


By DAVID LANDAU 
and HIRSH GOODMAN 
Jerusalem Post Reporters 

Prime Minister Menahem Begin 
last week vowed that Israel would 
"not tolerate" the development of 
weapons of mass destruction by any 
of its enemies. He said that if Iraq 
tried to rebuild its bombed-out 
nuclear reactor, Israel would 
destroy it once again. 

Speaking at a press conference in 
Jerusalem, Begin said that Israel 
would act "with all the means at our 
disposal to protect our people" 
from the threat of nuclear weapons. 

Asked specifically if this policy 
was directed against Libya, which is 
reportedly trying to acquire nuclear 
weupons. Begin replied: "Let's first 
deal with the nieshuggener (mad- 
man) Saddam Hussein (the Iraqi 
president). The others we’ll deal 
.with another time."' ■ . . 

Begin added (hat, according to 
the "specialists’ estimates" of how 
long Iraq would need to refurbish 
the facility, he himself would no 
tonger be uround to give the order. 
But he was sure Israel would strike 
once again to destroy the reuclor. 

. At the press conference Begin 
was flanked by Chief-of-Slaff 
Rafael Eitan, O/C Air Force Aluf 
David fvri, and O/C Intelligence 
Aluf Yehoshua Saguy. 

The three generals were tight- 


lipped about the operation. But Ivri 
did confirm that the pilots had been 
training for "many months." He 
said the operation had gone 
precisely according to plan. 

Ivri said that no new type of 
bomb had been used, but certain 
"technical devices" had been 
"developed" and "affixed to the 
planes." Among the various types of 
airplunes used in this ‘"complex 
operation." Ivri continued, were F- 
15s and F-I6s. 

If Israel hud not destroyed the 
nuclear plant, the Iraqis would have 
had three to five 20-kiloton nuclear 
bombs within four years, Begin said. 

Each of these bombs — similar in 
si/.c to that used by the Americans 
at Hiroshima — would have caused 
200,000 Israeli casualties. 

"We have u spec ml reason to de- 
fend our people," Bpgip said."One- 
and-u-half million 'or unr children 
were destroyed hy a different type 
of gas — Zyklon ‘B\ and what de- 
ference is there in the nunc of the 
poison used?" 

Chief-of-Sluff Eitan said (hat had 
Saudi Arabia been in the possession 
of AWACS early-warning and in- 
telligence aircraft on Sunday "they 
would have discovered the Israeli 
attack planes before they look off." 

He reported that on Sunday's raid 
the attacking aircraft only met with 


sporadic anti-aircraft fire once they 
-attacked the actual reactor, but that 
no missiles had been fired. 

Begin said that Israel was nol 
going to apologize for the attack 
despite the flood of international 
criticism. He called Israel's action a 
"supreme act of self defence," and 
said that he would stress this point if 
the U.S. questions the alleged mis- 
use 1 of American weaponry in the 
raid. 

The premier was harsh and 
biting in his references to 
France and Italy. Their behaviour, 
he said, had been "inhuman" and 
“shameful* 1 in supplying the Iraqis 
with nuclear know-how and 
materials. 

Begin said that Israel would be 
prepured to sign the nuclear Non- 
Proliferation Treaty after the Arab 
stales huve signed a peace treat) 
with Israel. He also reiterated 
Israel's position that Israel will not 
he the first country to introduce 
atomic weapons into the Middle 
bast. 

The premier claimed that he had 
received many telegrams from the 
U.S. and other parts of the world 
congratulating Israel on the action, 
and intimated that he knew there 
was a difference between the 
private opinions of some world 
leaders, and the public statements 
they have made. 


How Israel’s pilots fooled the Saudi Arabians 


WASHINGTON (UPl). — Israeli 
pilots in about 1$ U.S.-built F-15 
and F-16 planes identified 
themselves as Jordanians and flew 
through Saudi Arabian airspace to 
the attack, official U.S. sources 
said. 

The four AWACS — airborne 
warning and control system — air- 
craft based in Saudi Arabia should 
have been able to detect the incom- 


ing Israeli strike force within a 
rnnge of 560 kilometres. 

But the sophisticated planes 
routinely patrol along the eastern 
Saudi frontier facing the Persian 
Gulf, more than 1,600 kilometres 
from the route of the Israeli planes, 
the sources, said. 

Pentagon spokesman Henry 
Catto said U.S. satellite photos 
showed . extensive damage lb the 


Iraqi insinuation, with every b° mb 
scoring a direct hit. , 

“There was nol one crater srouna 
the place. Every bomb went wW* 
it was supposed to go," one sou 

Cnllo expressed admiration 
the "technical precision 
which Israel carried out its ra ■ 
"but we strongly condemn io® 
he added quickly. - r V* 


The Technion scientist said he 
did not have precise information on 
the amount of damage the Israeli 
raid caused, but “1 am not as op- 
timistic as Premier Begin regarding 
re-construction time. It is not a mat- 
ter of months, but Neither is it one 
of many years," he sajd. 

Much would depend on the Ira- 
qis’ ingenuity and on Western help. 

“It is my hope that ijvestem firms 
and scientists read the message of 
the Israeli raid to stay out of Iraq. 
That may be more important than 
the actual destruction; of the reac- 
tor," he said. • 

Meanwhile, Iraq hap announced 
it: will continue will) . ils nuclear 
power programme. 


Witness stunned by bomb accuracy 


PARIS. — A French technician who worked at the 
Iraqi nuclear plant near Baghdad said the plant was 
completely destroyed and would have to be rebuilt from 
scratch. 

Arriving here from Baghdad, Jacques Rimbaud said 
four Israeli planes took part in the raid, which he said he 
saw while sitting on the terrace of a cafe not far from 
the plant. 

"Two of them made a pass over the plant to check 
defences, then the other two followed dropping four 
bombs," he said. "All four planes then made another 
pass, probably to take photographs, before flying off.” 

He said he rushed back to the site. 

"When I reached there, the precision of the bombing 
astonished me... it seemed to me the bombs fell to within 
one metre of their tatgei," he said, - 

"As they flew over the last lime the Stalin organs 


(multiple rockef launchers) opened U P f “ jj-SSS 
There V^ere tracer bullets and anti-aircraft tt> lS5UC 


too. 
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He sajd as far as he knew there was no danger^ 
lamination but the technicians could not appro 
plant because of one unexplodcd bomb. 

• He said the time of the attack was well chosen to 
far as possible avoid loss of life, because nearly ai 
150 French technicians had finished work and i ^ 
One Frenchman, Damien Chauaseplcd, 25, vn 

Sm Rimbaud said the other technicians and their fiM*®** 
were expecting to be evacuated shortly. 

French electrician Jean-Francols Mascioia, a ^ 
witness to ! tjie raid, yesterday said the site w oD5 , 
rounded by military defence* and anti-aircraft we 
bpt they were apparently caught unawares by 
(UPI, AP, Repter) ^ 
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Telem. The Movement lor National Renewal headed by Moshe Dayan 


/HAT DOES TELEM 
STAND FOR ? 



WHY TELEM? 

* Because at a time of heightened regional and 
national tension, Israel must have security within 
defensible borders, a strong economy, and pride 
of place In the hearts and minds of Jews 
throughout the' world. 

* Because only e leadership capable of combining 
vision with realism can return to the State of 
Israel that sense of purpose which once pervaded 

it. 

* Because ways must be found, and quickly, to 
reinforce the process of active peace-making 
with Israel's neighbours. 

* Because Israel must be set on the road to 
economic independence by adopting arfd acting 
upon policies based on genuine national needs. 

* And, because Israel needs Moshe Dayan’s 
courage, experience and political realism 
during the crucial years that He ahead. 

WHAT WILL TELEM TRY TO 
ACHIEVE IN THE 10th KNESSET? 

* Continuation of the peace process on the basis of 
the Camp David accords. 

* Self-rule for the Arabs of Judea. Samaria and the 
Gbzb Strip, without the imposition of Israeli 
citizenship: the maintenance of the Israel Defence 
Forces wherever necessary for Israel's security: 
and the continued settlement of Jews in these 
areas either on State-owned land or on land 
purchased from its owners- 

HOW WILL TELEM HELP HEAL 
ISRAEL'S ECONOMY? 

* By proposing renewed economic growth through 
the meaningful encouragement of export and 
industry. 



* By calling for a significant reduction of 

bureaucracy and rad tape, and suitable 
incentives to innovative employers and 
employees alike, thus helping to make 
initiative! productivity and plain hard work pay 
off for everyone concerned. i 

* By advocating massive cuts in government 
spending and a meticulous re-examination of 
government's excessive involvement in the 
economy, steps which can and must be followed 
by slashing of taxes.. 

* By pressing for increased national Involvement 
In scientific end technological research and 
development. 

* And by proposing 

a) Establishment of a unified and sonsible 
method of tax collection aimed at saving 
money and improving the relationship 
between government and taxpayer 
hi Gradual reduction of government suh'jidios at 
a rate to be determined by prevailing social 
and economic conditions, 
c) Retention of the linkage of long-term savings 
to the cost-of-living index, and giving the 
public a chance to buv shares in government- 
owned companies. 

* By advocating that the government, the 
Histadrut end employer groups and 
associations arrive at social contracts and 
wage agreements likely to achieve rapid, far- 
reaching and lasting economic stability. 

WHAT IS TELEM'S SOCIAL 
WELFARE PLATFORM? 

* Greater efficiency in all the social welfare service* 
and the safeguarding and upholding of the rights 
and dignity of the public. 

* Priority to tha speeding-up of legislation and 
the allocation of funds for programmes related 


to the upgrading of tho quality of life in 
development towns and depressed urban 
areas. 

The continuation and acceleration of Project 
Renewal. 

Tha undertaking by the government of a 
guarantee that all young Israelis be helped to 
acquire a trade or a profession and to purchase 
or rent adequate housing on reasonable terms. 
Enactment of a national pension law and a 
national health service law. to be tmplemented by 
the existing sick funds and governmental medical 
services. 

Legislation guaranteeing lull equality for 
working women, including equal job 
opportunities, wages, pension rights and 
eligibility for government-financed housing. 
Implementation of major emergency anti-crime 
measures, based on Ttrosh (the Israel Police 
Force' b louy term anti cnm.f pr.,*ji amn.ni 
thorough-going re-examination and reform of all 
institutions dealing with punishment and 
rehabilitation, and the launching of a widespread 
crime prevention campaign, directed particularly 
at disadvantaged and alienated young people 

WHAT IS TELEM'S ATTITUDE 
TOWARDS THE RELATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN ISRAEL AND THE 
DIASPORA? 

* TELEM is for encouraging new immigrants to 
share In the planning and implementation of their 
own absorption in Israel, for the stepping-up of 
Israel’s activities to promote increased 
immigration from the U.S.S.R. and elsewhere, and 
for. unrelenting pressure to free the Prisoners of 
Zion (imprisoned or exiled in tha U.S.S.R.) and the 
persecuted Jews of Syria. 



- : yv ■> 


WITH DAYAN 
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THE RAID ON THE BAGHDAD NUCLEAR PLANT: AN ANALYSIS AND A VIEWPOINT 


Hie obstacles on the way to Baghdad 


In March of this year it became 
dear to intelligence analysts here 
and abroad that by September, at 
the latest. Iraq could have a fuelled 
•and operating 70 thermo-megawatt 
reactor. 

This in itself would not have been 
cause enough for Israeli concern, 
hud the Tammuz 1 project, as the 
French reactor was called, been 
an isolated phenomenon. 
Simultaneous to building Tammuz 
L. however, the Iraqis were in- 
vesting huge sums in acquiring mis- 
sile technology, and negotiating 
with a number of western and 
Soviet countries for the manufac- 
ture of a 3 .000- kilo metre range 
ground-to-ground missile system 
which could only be intended to 
deliver a nuclear warhead. 

They had initiated a second pro- 
ject. the July 30 Programme, which 
wus signed with an Italian company 
for facilities and know-how to ex- 
tract plutonium and enriched 
uranium from the waste materials of 
the Tammuz I reactor. 

These actions, coupled with the 
unequivocal statements by Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein, left no 
doubt in anyone's mind here (amd 
in the minds of most western 
analysts) (hat Iraq had every inten- 
tion of acquiring a military nuclear 
capability by the end of the decade. 

The decision to attack the Iraqi 
nuclear site had been on the books 
for many months, and while not all 
’’the ministers privy to the details 
agreed that an attack o rt Tammuz 
was the best way of dealing with the 
problem, there was genera] agree- 
ment that Israel could not be com- 
placent about the acquisition of a 
nuclear capability by one of its most 
implacable enemies. ' 

Action would have come earlier 
had not events dictated otherwise. 
In September last year, after the 
Iranian bombing of the plant, work 
was suspended indefinitely, making 
Israeli action superfluous. 

The 150 to 200 French and Italian 
experts assigned to the project 
returned only in late February this 
year to continue building and 
loading the reactor. But by the time 
it was discerned here that progress 
was being made, and that the pro- 
ject would still be completed at the 



latest toward the end of September 
1981, Israel was tied down by the 
crisis in Lebanon. Again plans for 
the attack had to be shelved. 

In the meanwhile, the air force 
continued to train on a model of the 
reactor, and intelligence continued 
to acquire the information neces- 
sary for the success of an attack. 

In addition to this, the inter- 
national and Middle East situations 
were changing rapidly. The govern- 
ment assessed that the Reagan ad- 
ministration would be more under- 
standing than that of Carter. In 
France (here was also a change of 
regimes. But when President Fran- 
cois Mitterrand's cabinet re- 
affirmed France's commitment to 
the Iraqi programme, a hazy green 
light was seen by those ministers, 
led by Premier Menahcm Begin 
himself nnd backed by Ariel Sharon 
and the chief of staff, who ’favoured 
military action against Iraq. 

The green light became stronger 
when the divisions in the Arab 
world romnined despite Israel being 
on the brink of war with Syria. 
Egypt' and Jordan both indicated 
that they would not join Syria 
against Israel. Analysts here under- 
stood that the chances of pan-Arab 
unity in the event of an Israeli at- 
tack’ on Iraq would remain slim. 

The only unknown was the reac- 
tion of Jordan's King Hussein, an 
ardent supporter of Iraq. The asses- 
sment was that he would make all 
the riaht statements after the attack! 
but would slop short of becoming 
involved and clashing openly with 
Israel. 


By Hirsh Goodman 
Military Correspondent 


A legitimate question is why 
Begin decided to act just three 
weeks before the elections. The 
premier's advisers point out that if 
he had waited until after June 30, he 
would be accused of using the tran- 
sitional period before the swearing 
in of the next government, 
regardless of what parlies it was 
composed of, for currying out an 
operation of major proportions. 
Even if Begin wins the election, 
there is no certainty that the next 
government will be composed of the 
same parties as this one. Thus the 
transition government would not 
have a mandate from the people for 
an action as wide-ranging as this. 

To procrastinate any longer, 
however, was impossible. By July, 
or perhaps September, the Osiris 
reactor would have been fully 
loaded, making its destruction im- 
possible without endangering 
hundreds of thousands of Iraqi 
civilian lives. 

But why did Begin agree to a 
summit with Egyptian President 
Anwar Sadat so short a while before 
the operation? Begin must have 
known that this would give the 
impression in the Arab world of 
Egyptian compliance, maki.ng 
Sadat's position even more difficult 
than it is already — and especially 
with the Saudi Arabians, whose air 
space was violated by the IAF en 


route to Iraq. 

Begin's assurances over the past 
two days that Sadat knew nothing 
about the raid will do little to blunt 
the attacks against the Egyptian 
leader. 

The problems facing the cabinet 
prior to the attack were complex. 
There was no certainty Lhal there 
would be no Israeli losses, and the 
projected intensity of international 
reaction, including from the U.S., 
France and Egypt, was a cause for 
deep concern. 

Israel has a unique air force, but 
the obstacles along the way were 
numerous. To achieve surprise, 
Israeli aircraft not only had to baffle 
Saudi Arabian and Iraqi air 
defences, but had to black-out the 
watching eyes of the Americans 
operating the world’s most 
sophisticated -early- warning ' nnd 
intelligence-gathering equipment as 
well. 

A solution also had to b'c found 
Tor negating Iraqi ground-to-air mis- 
siles both hi the site and along the 
route, us well us for precluding the 
chances of the Iraqi air force being 
scrambled in u counter-offensive. 
Moreover, the retreat of the attack- 
ing craft had to be covered once 
their presence was known — and all 
this over 1,000 kilometres from 
Israeli soil, und over vast expanses 
of enemy territory. 

With regurd to the possible inter- 
national reaction, the government 
worked on the worst-case 
probability, but still concluded that 
there was little uU.ernu.Uvc. Some 
ministers here fully expected the 


Rcagiin administration to announce a 
freeze on weapons to Israel until the 
question of whether Israel had 
abused the terms of contract for the 
purchase of aircraft had been 
clarified. 

They also expected American 
condemnation of the raid to be 
coupled with an announcement of 
the supply of AWACS eariy-waminfl 
aircraft to Saudi Arabia — 
something that Israel is very much 
against. 

They knew too. that Jhe raid 
could, and most probably will, un- 
dermine Israel's relations with the 
new French government, and could 
undermine the peace treaty with 
Egypt. 

But despite all this, and afler long 
and hard debating over the pros and 
cons, it was decided that nothing 
wus os important to Israel's survival 
in the long run as effecting a major 
setback to the Iraqi nuclear 
programme. There was a clear deci- 
sion, one source said last week, to 
endure short-term problems for 
long-term gain. 

What remains open is Iraq's reac- 
tion. There is a consensus among 
analysts that Saddam Hussein, who 
has been weakened by Iraq's poor 
performance in the Iranian war, 
cannot accept Israel's slap in the 
face with equanimity. However, his 
scope of reaction is very limited. 

I lie Scud missiles he has are of 
limited range and could only be 
used against Israel from a 
neighbouring stale. 

Not only is the agreement of a 
neighbour, namely Jordan, doubt- 
ful. but their deployment would 
take time and could be picked up by 
relatively primitive intelligence. 

Iraq could launch an air strike 
against an Israeli objective, but 
given the Iraqi air force's perfor- 
mance in the Iranian war, and the 
technical problems involved, this 
seems highly unlikely. 

Iraqi reaction, until now, seems 
to be directed more against Inin. 
Both the Iiaqi leadership and the 
Jordanians have repeatedly accused 
Iran of having been a partner in the 
Israeli raid, and some type of gran- 
diose Iraqi move against Iran is not 
out of the question. 


i 
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Hats off to Begin 


WHILE I am among those who 
have not yet decided iiow they will 
vote on June 30, l do not think I will 
be casting my vote for Mr. Begin 
and his party. Whatever the 
reasons, they will remain largely un- 
affected by Sunday's raid on the Ira- 
qi atomic centre. 

There is, therefore, all the more 
reason to use this opportunity to ex- 
tend my heartfelt gratitude to Prime 
Minister Begin for doing — and do- 
ing well — what would have been 
expected from any Israeli prime 
minister or minister of defence. 

We ore in the midst of a super- 
heated election campaign in which 
issues of personality have 
descended to an unprecedented 
venomous tow in the history of 
Israeli electoral campaigning. 

In the context of the plans for the 
recent Begin-Sadat summit in 
more important to separate in our 
mind the paramount issues of life 
and death which unify us as Jews 
and Israelis from the important but 
distinctly secondary issues of par- 
tisan politics. 


In (he context of the plans for last 
week's Begin-Sadat summit in 
Ophira, the prime minister called 
those who suspected him of elec- 
tioneering, "evil persons, imbeciles, 
or evil imbeciles." The only possible 
retort to that invective was an in- 
credulous Arabic "Ya «/»//" accom- 
panied by a distinct Middle Eastern 
pull on the lower eyelid. 

In the present case, however, 
Begin’s retort would be well put. 
Reactions from abroad and from 
some of Begin's more visceral 
political opponents at home have 
been speaking of the Baghdad raid 
as jusL another election gimmick. 
That is the height of cynicism. 

The raid constituted a lonely flash 
of sanity in a world otherwise gone 
mad on the issue of- nuclear 
proliferation, and especially of its 
proliferation in the hands of 
butchers like Iraq’s Saddam Hus- 


OPINION 
Yosef Goell 


sein or madmen like Libya's Muam- 
mar Gaddafi. 

The timing of the raid Is con- 
nected with an election: not so 
much with Begin’s own campaign 
needs as with the aftermath of the 
recent French presidential elec- 
tions. In the competition for 
political cynicism, France in recent 
decades has more often than not 
taken first place. 

Nowhere was this undisguised 
cynicism, greed and sheer irrespon- 
sibility to the human race more evi- 
dent than in the decision of Giscard 
d’Estaing’s government to 
persevere in the swapping of French 
nuclear know-how and hardware 


for Iraqi oil. 

In Israel, there was some hope 
that that devil's compact would be 
abrogated under the presidency of 
Francois Mitterrand. But in the last 
fortnight it became evident that the 
new French regime was unablp to 
bring itself to take the “heinous" 
step of violating its commercial con- 
tract with the butcher of Baghdad. 

In the event, there was, no alter- 
native for Israel but to implement 
the meticulous plans that had been 
a year in the making for taking out 
the Iraqi atom bomb plant before it 
came on line and became “hot." 

To charge Begin with mounting 
the raid for electoral reasons and to 
criticize him for not putting it off 
until after June 30 is an unwar- 
ranted calumny. It is a reflection of 
the depths to which Israeli, politics 
‘ has descended that there are those 
among us who no longer differen- 
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tiatc between a political adversary 
und h mortal enemy. 

It is essential that those for whom 
Begin constitutes a political adver- 
sary, or the iess-lhan- desir ablL 
choice for Israel's next prime 
minister, be sufficiently shaken up 
to realize that the enemy is J> ot 
Begin, but' the Saddam Husseins, 
the Assads and the Arpfats. 

So, thank you, Mr. Begin for 
myself and for my children. 

In fact, I will even take it 
myself to thank you in the name m 
the men, women and children o 
Kuwait, Ras Tanura, Bahrain, AD 
Dhabi, Teheran, and even those 
Baghdad, who would surely nav 
been next in line to Israel as the v» ■ 
tims of the atomic megalomania oi 
Saddam Hussein. ... 

Israel, through its raid, w 
earned a limited respite for its 
security. But the raid will realty o* 
of value if it wakes the world up w 
the danger of nuclear weapon* 
ing placed in the hands of 
states and their leaders. 
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Raid widely condemned 
by world governments 


Governments and newspapers 
throughout the world were almost un- 
animous in condemning Israel’s raid on 
the Iraqi nuclear reactor. 

In Egypt, President Anwar Sadat per- 
sonally condemned the Israeli action as 
“unlawful” and “provocative'' and war- 
ned that it could only set back the 
search for a comprehensive peace in the 
region. 

But despite Sadat's personal con- 
demnation, and further sharp 
criticism of the raid from Foreign 
Minister Kama! Hassan Ali and 
other leading government and op- 
position figures in Egypt, observers 
both in Cairo and in Jerusalem con- 
tinue to believe that the raid will not 
seriously affect the Israel- Egyptian 
peace process. 

Describing the raid as "unlawful" 
and "provocative," Sadat said, 
"Egypt, which has taken the in- 
itiative in calling for an overall and 
just peace, and which dealt firmly 
and willingly with the challenge or 
peace, finds it imperative to warn of 
the danger of such acts and the 
grave consequences that would 
result." 

Earlier in the day. Foreign 
Minister Ali, who the day before 
had described the raid as an “ir- 
responsible and unjustifiable 
crime.” told a special session of the 
Egyptian parliament yesterday that 
the bombing was "shameful, ir- 
responsible" and created "enor- 
mous dangers" for the Middle East. 

The debate which followed Ali's 
statement was stormy. According to 
a U PI report from Cairo, half a 
dozen parliamentarians from 
government and opposition parties 
alike demanded that Egypt expel 
Israel Ambassador Moshe Sasson 
and suspend the process of nor- 
malization with Israel. 

The vehemence of Cairo's 
response is seen here as reflecting 
Egypt's deep embarrassment that 
the raid came just three days after 
Sadat met with Prime Minister 
Menahem Begin in Ophira last 
Thursday. 

Reactions of the Egyptian man in 
the street are hard to judge yet, but 
certainly some saw it instinctively 
and immediately as a strike against 
them, as part of the Arab people. 

The French Foreign Ministry said 
the raid was "a violation of inter- 
national rules." 

French President Francois Mit- 
terrand said that in principle all 
violations of international law were 
to be regretted. Israel’s raid, 
however, did not change France's 
basic attitude toward Israel, he said. 

Italy, which had 50 technicians at 


Fears in the tourist industry 


By HAIM SHAPIRO 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
The fears of the local tourism in- 
dustry about the effect of the 
Lebanese crisis on the number of 
visitors seem to have finally 
materialized, giving rise to fresh 
fears, that the bombing of the Iraqi 
nuclear reactor in Baghdad will also 
resuk in a spate of cancellations. 

Only a few weeks ago, hoteliers 
had expressed their pleased surprise 
at the way the market seemed to ig- 
nore continuing headlines reporting 
tension in the area. In fact, May oc- 
cupancy rates worn generally high, 
wth an estimated 7 her cent in- 
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Behind Iraq’s nuclear plan 


the Iraqi nuclear site, expressed con- 
cern that the Israeli air attack set a 
precedent for similar assaults 
worldwide on innocent people working 
abroad. 

British Prime Minister Margaret 
Thatcher branded the attack as. “a 
grave breach of International law" 
and warned it will heighten tension In 
the Middle East. 

Speaking in the House of Com- 
mons the prime minister “totally 
and utterly condemned" the raid. 

Labourite legislator Greville Jan- 
ncr, president of the Board of 
Deputies of British Jews, said Iraq 
would have used what he termed its 
nuclear weupon capability aguinst 
Israel and that Thatcher should be 
relieved "that the Iraqi regime will 
not have a nuclear weapon potential 
for sonic time to come." 

The Chinese government con- 
demned the attuck as "outrageous 
aggression." and the official Xinhua 
news agency called the Israeli 
authorities "arrogant gangsters und 
venomous enemies against world 
peace and stability." 

A statement in Moscow by Tass 
said: "This act of gangsterism is a 
link in the long chain of Tel Aviv's 
crimes of which the ruling circles of 
the United Stales of America are 
direct accomplices and in effect in- 
spirers." Ii Shelled the air raid an 
expansion n| Israel'* "criminal war" 
again xi the Arab peoples. 

The Indian government called the 
air raid unprovoked aggression" 

• h ii *h v. m.ple .t ni-".V.er. .m*p- 

ted norms' of international conduct 
and behaviour." India, which has 
developed its own nuclear-weapons 
capacity, has expressed concerns 
about a similar nuclear programme 
in neighbouring Pakistan. 

Bui in West Germany, news- 
papers of the Axel Springer Group 
for the most part supported the air 
strike. Die Welt of Bonn carried a 
signed editorial which took issue 
with the claim that Israel had "as- 
saulted a peaceful neighbour 
country." 

The truth is. Die Well said, that 
"Iraq still considers itself at war 
with Israel. That also became clear 
in the 1967 and 1973 wars when Ira- 
qi troops took part in the attack 
from Syrian and Jordanian soil and 
Iraqi planes attempted to bomb 
Israeli settlements and cities." 

East Bloc countries uniformly 
denounced the raid as an aggressive 
act and accused the U.S. of having 
tolerated and supported it. 


In December 1974, Jacques 
Chirac, then premier of France, 
visited Baghdad to discuss the pos- 
sibility of selling Iraq two reactors, 
one for power production, the other 
for research. 

The Iraqis began by insisting on 
purchasing a 500-megawatt uranium 
graphite gas reactor developed by 
France. 

When the French balked at the 
deal proposed by the Iraqis, the lat- 
ter fell back on the suggestion that 
France should build them a 70- 
megawatt reactor, sell them six 
charges of 12 kilos of uranium 
enriched to 93 per cent, and help 
them to establish a nuclear research 
and training centre. The “Osiris" 
reactor to be built near Baghdad, 
costing a total of $275m., was to be 
ready by 1981. 

The agreement signed in Paris by 
Chirac and Saddam Hussein in 1975 
also committed Iraq to sell France 
10m. tons of oil per annum and to 
purchase French armaments — 
warplanes, tanks, helicopters and 
missiles — to the tune of SI. 6b. 

THE DISCRETION and secrecy 
surrounding the Iraqi nuclear in- 
dustry have been, punctured by 
some violent and mysterious inci- 
dents. 

• In July I y78. Palestinian ter- 
rorists attacked the Iraqi embassy in 
Paris. One French police officer 
was killed, another wounded. 


• On April 5, 1979, saboteurs 
destroyed the core of an advanced 
70-mgw research reactor — Tam- 
muz I and Tammuz 2 (Tammuz was 
a god of ancient Babylonia) — lying 
in storage at Seyne-sur-Mer near 
Toulon awaiting shipment from 
Marseille to Baghdad. The two 
main speculations were that the 
saboteurs may have been Israeli 
agents or terrorists aided by French 
officials who opposed Iraq's nuclear 
programme. 

• In June 1980 a senior Egyptian- 
born nuclear scientist, a key man in 
the Iraqi atomic programme, was 
killed in his Paris hotel, probably by 
Iranians, although the French 
police have not yet named o 
suspect. 

• In August 1980 in Rome, bombs 
wrecked the offices of the SN1A 
Tcchinl Company, which is supply- 
ing nuclear technology and equip- 
ment to Iraq. On the same day, 
there was on abortive bomb attempt 
on the life of the French scientist 
Jcan-Jucquds Graf, who had a pro- 
ject for supplying Iraq with a 
French utdmic reactor. Respon- 
sibility was claimed by the “Com- 
mittee for Safeguarding the Is- 
lamic Revolution" in Iran. 

Following the sabotage ul Seyne- 
sur-Mcr, French Prime Minister 
Raymond Barre, during his official 
visit to Baghdad in July 1979, tried 
to convince (he Iraqis to accept a 
different core design for the Osiris 


that would use low-grade uranium 
rather than weapon-grade fuel. 

Iraq rejected this proposal. On his 
return lo Paris. Barre had a meeting 
with President Giscard d'Estaing, 
the outcome being that the French 
government 3grced to deliver a 
replica of Osiris and the enriched 
fuel to Iraq without conditions. 

IN AN EFFORT to diversify their 
sources of nuclear material, the Ira- 
qis fallowed up their French agree- 
ment with an accord with Italy, 
which imports more than a fifth of 
its oil from Iraq. Under the SSOm. 
contract, Italy would give the Iraqis 
four research facilities, including a 
radiochemistry laboratory that 
could be used for reprocessing ir- 
radiated fuel elements and ex- 
tracting plutonium. 

Iraq also has a tie-up with Brazil, 
whose large nuclear energy 
programme is based on a contract 
signed with West Germany in 1975 
for the construction of nine atomic 
power plants ut a cost of SlOb. 
Brazil depends on Iraq for almost 40 
per cent of its oil imports, having 
been assured of IbO.OOO barrels a 
day for 13 years. 

By using Iraq’s oil as leverage 
against the three main clients — 
France, Italy and Brazil — Presi- 
dent Hussein .inquired the nuclear 
material technology and expertise 
required tu produce and stockpile 
several bombs during the next few 
year* 
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crease over the number of visitors 
during the same month last year. 

But by last week, the hotel people 
were reporting trouble, with cancel- 
lations matched by ai failure of new 
reservations to come in. The 
hotel meii said that the major drop 
was in the North American market. 
The Americans are traditionally 
more sensitive to reports of tension. 

U should take more than a few 
days, one tourism source noted, for 
any effect of the Baghdad bombing 
to be felt at all. but, he noted, the 
mere mention of the word "atomic" 
should be enough to scare off at 
least some visitors. 


Eilat, Israel’s Desert Riviera Is the Contrast Experience; 
where the sophistication of a luxury European resort 
capital lives in harmony with the nomadic Bedouin ’ 
tribes eternally wandering the desert. Eilat can now be 
yours forever at the Eilat Club Hotel. , • 

Set among whispering palms, and the nearby Red Sea, 
the Eilat Club Hotel Holiday village is an oasis of lux- 
urious comfort and style. 

Private luxury villas are beautifully decorated and’’ 
maintained in an exotic Middle Eastern setting. 
Swimming pools, tennis courts, superb restaurants and 
even a supermarket are but a few of the pleasures’) he 
Eilat Club Hotel has to offer. 

. . . ONLY A PHONE CALL OR A COUPON AWAYI 


And now through a revolutionary new vacation concept, 
you own just the amount of holiday time you 
require each year. It's yours to use year after year, rent, 
even sell at a profit. 

And if you'd like a change, Interval International, the 
Vacation Exchange Company will arrange for you to 
exchange your holiday home for any one of 250 
magnificent resorts worldwide. 

For as little as 42700, you can own a week* each . 
year In one of these romantic villas, yours to enjoy 
every year . . , forever. 


• len|*f period* tin avaflabli. 
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PRESIDENT Saddam Hussein al- 
Takriti of Iraq came 10 (he conclu- 
sion a long [itne ago (hat the Arabs 
were unlikely to defeat Israel on a 
conventional battlefield. Their only 
hope, he has indicated repeatedly, 
would be to develop a nuclear 
capability matching up to what he 
believed was Israel's own. Iraq, un- 
der his leadership, was to take the 
lead in this grand design for Israel's 
destruction. 

In I97j Iraq signed a SI. 2b. con- 
tract with France for the construc- 
tion of a nuclear plant at Tawita. 
just outside Baghdad. It has been 
careful to present the Tawita plant, 
destroyed in Israel's air strike last 
Sunday, as intended exclusively for 
peaceful purposes. But experts are 
agreed that the amount of high- 
grade uranium supplied by France 
would have enabled Iraq to 
produce, by 1985, between three 
and six Hiroshima-type 20-kiioton 
atom bombs — each capable of wip- 
ing out as many as 200,000 people. 

Saddam Hussein left few illusions 
as to who those victims were likely 
to be. And he left little doubt that 
he would be prepared to use his 
nuclear capacity, if and when he ac- 
quired it, even if he knew he would 
be courting massive retaliation in 
kind. 

Among those who have spent the 
-past decade carefully watching his 
meteoric and ruthless rise to power 
in Iraq, Saddam has a reputation for 
cruelty and callous disregard for 
human life almost unequalled by 
any contemporary leader in the 
Middle East. 

His track record to date fully sup- 
ports this evaluation. 

Saddam Hussein was born in 
1937. in the village of al-Auja near 
the town of Takrit, some 150 km. 
north of Baghdad. Hts father, a sim- 
ple farmer, died before he was born, 
and Saddam was brought up by his 
maternal uncle, Khairailah Tulfah. 

Analysts have attached great im- 
portance to this early history of Sad- 
dam’s. which they see as having 
shaped his personality and equipped 
him almost ideally for survival in the 
jungle of Iraqi politics. 

Saddam's uncle Khairailah was a 
powerful, dominating figure who 
exerted a strong influence on the 
young orphan. Saddam's slightly 
theatrical demeanour later in life — 
the slow, deliberate movements 
designed to impart an aura of 
regality — and his pronounced 
authoritarianism are believed to 
owe much to this early model. 

Khairailah had children of his 
own ns well, and the young Saddam 
was forced to fight for attention 
and status in the extended family. 
Thus, at a very young age, Saddam 
became fiercely independent. But 
at the same time, he suffered from 
his loneliness, which left him with 
an innate distrust of his fellow men 
— a distrust which continues to 
guide his actions to this day. 

Saddam's mother later married 
his dead father’s brother, Ibrahim 
al-Hassan al-Takriti, and the family 
moved to Kirkuk, in northern Iraq. 
Still very young, Saddam 
nevertheless the eldest son in the 
new family, and this, in Arab 
society, gave him a privileged 
status. His brothers were subor- 
dinate to his wishes and were ex- 
pected to cater to his every whim. 
He, for his part, felt a strong sense 
of responsibility for them. 

This model; loo, was to govern 
his behaviour in later life, especially 
after he became president in 1979, 
when he set out to project (he 
image of a leader to be served and 
held in awe, but who was also aware 
of his responsibilities to his subjects. 
When he was 10 years old, the 





Iron man of Baghdad 

The Post's Hirsh Goodman and David Bernstein 
review the career and character of Iraq's 

Saddam Hussein, whose 'reputation for cruelty, 
and callous disregard .for human life, is almost 
unequalled by any leader in the Middle East. 


family moved back to Takrit, where 
Saddam entered elementary school. 
Eight years later, in 1955, he went to 
Baghdad to commence his sccon-. 
dary education. At this point he fell’ 
once again under the influence of 
his uncle Khairailah, who now lived 
in the capital and provided a home 
for the 18-year-old Saddam. 

It was by no means unusual in 
Iraq to enter secondary school at 
this age, and it was common for 
young men to do so in order to 
evade conscription into the army. 
Saddam never did serve in the army, 
and clawed his way to power 
through the Ba'ath Party, of which 
he was an early and energetic 
member. Nevertheless, the fact that 
Saddam was already full-grown by 
the time he started secondary 
school must have strengthened his 
sense of superiority over his 
younger fellows. 

IN APPEARANCE, Saddam Hus- 
sein is impressive — tall, well 
groomed, and deliberate in his 
movements and speech. This rein- 
forced his self-image as . a leader of 
men and, especially after he became 
president, he went out of his way to 
develop a personality cult reminis- 
cent of Stalin's in the Soviet Union. 

For ail that, he lacks charisma — 
his speech is slow and monoionic 
and; is incapable of evoking emo- 
tions — and he commands respect 
mainly by virtue of the - fear he 
arouses and his demonstrated con- 
trol of the sources of power in Iraq. 

Saddam Hussein acquired his 
reputation for cruelty and cal- 
lousness at an early age. Ir is 
believed that even before he 
entered political life in 1955, he had 
blood on his hands: he is reputed to 
have murdered a man in the course 


of an inter-clan dispute in Takrit. 
He is also said to have murdered the ’ 
head of the local Communist Party, 
an officer by the name of Sa’adun 
al-Takriti. 

Not even family bonds were 
sacred for Saddam. In January 1969, 
an Iraqi merchant and personal 
friend of his uncle Khairailah, Ab- 
dul Hamid a-Damarji, was accused 
of plotting against the government. 
He was outside Iraq at the time, and 
could not be arrested. Years later, 
Khairailah asked Saddam to 
reprieve a-Damarji and allow him to 
return to Iraq. As a personal favour, 
he agreed. But the moment a- 
Damarji arrived in Iraq he was ar- 
rested. 

Khairailah, who had been a 
father-figure for Saddam since his 
earliest years, was shattered. He 
quit all the high posts he had been 
given and returned to the seclusion 
of his farm in Takrit. Vengeance 
clearly took precedence over 
loyalty in Saddam's scheme of 
things. 

BY THE TIME he entered the field 
of politics, Saddam Hussein was 
ideally equipped for die path he 
had chosen. Fiercely independent, a 
loner who trusted no one and felt 
beholden to no one, he was 
prepared, and able, to trample on 
anyone who stood in his way to the 
top. 

His rise through the ranks of 
power in Iraq is a chronicle of in- 
fighting, murder, Machiavellian in- 
trigue and ruthlessness. 

He eliminated his rivals either by 
brute force or by deception, 
sometimes kicking them upstairs to 
positions in which they could retain 
their privileges but have no say in 
affairs of state. He surrounded 


himself with men whose allegiance 
was fortified by fear, and their 
loyulty ensured by a network of in- 
formants. 

His first foothold on the power 
ladder was modest. On his arrival in 
Baghdad in 1955, Saddam became 
active in the relatively small and still 
uninduenlial Ba’ath Party. What 
made him join the Bn'ulh, which 
hud under 300 registered members at 
that lime, remains a mystery, but 
few who huve studied Saddum 
believe that ideology had much to 
do with his decision. 

By 1956 he was deeply involved in 
the anti-monarchical underground, 
and together with several ' other 
Ba'ath members was arrested and 
kept in prison for several months. 
The experience seems to have for- 
tified his conviction that the Ba'ath 
doctrine suited him best, and in 
1959 he joined a 10-man Ba'ath 
commando unit dedicated to assas- 
sinating the Iraqi strongman. 
General Kassem. 

The assassination attempt, which 
took place on October 7, was not a 
success, and Saddam was wounded 
in the leg by a comrade whose aim 
was faulty. The story is that he 
managed to drag himself away from 
the scene before he could be found, 
and then removed the bullet by 
himself, using a commando knife, 
with no anesthetic. The Ba'ath smug- 
gled him to Damascus, where he 
received a hero's welcome. Reports 
of his bravery , had preceded him, 
and the entire Syrian Ba’ath 
hierarchy was on hand to greet him. 
Then and there, with great fanfare 
and ceremony, he was sworn in to 
the ranks of the party by its leader, 
Michel Aflak. At the age of 22, he 
had already been elected to stand 
among the party's ohosen. 


IN BAGHDAD, Saddam was 
sentenced to death in absentia. Ac- 
cordingly, after a year in Damascus 
he moved to Cairo, where he con- 
tinued his activities for the Ba’ath 
and attempted to complete his high 
school studies. In 1961 he was ar- 
rested for huving allegedly 
murdered a compatriot, Mamduh 
ai-Alus, who also happened to have 
been his teacher, but was released 
after the personal intervention of 
Nnsser. 

Saddum maintained a low profile 
for the next two years, but managed 
to rise to the leadership of the Cairo 
cell of the Ba'ath Parly. 

In 1963, after the Ba'ath take- 
over in Iraq, he returned home, and 
used the prevailing anarchy to as- 
sure his own place in the party 
mechanism. While political rivals 
were busy killing each - other; he 
built a light nucleus of followers 
around himself. Despite his youth, 
he appeared to be a pillar of 
stability in the madness which 
engulfed post-revolutionary Iraq, 
reinforcing his stature as a leader. 

But the Ba'ath's hold over Iraq 
was far from stable, and by 1964, 
after a protracted period of fierce 
party infighting, Saddam found 
himself having to go back un- 
derground. His hiding-place was 
discovered, however, and in Oc- 
tober of that year, after holding off 
the government forces until his last 
bullet was spent, he was arrested 
und jailed far 21 months. In July 
1966 he managed to escape while 
being taken to court for trial, and 
again went underground. Ir 
December 1966, when his political 
arch-rival Abdur-Ruhman Aref was 
killed in a helicopter crash, Saddam 
was grunted a pardon and chose to 
remain in the shadows for a year 
and h half, consolidating his posi- 
tion Within the Ba’ath and quietly 
plotting the revolution which shook 
Iraq on July 17, 1968. 

The revolution was Saddam’s 
brainchild, and President Ahnied 
Hassan al-Bakr was deeply grateful 
to his young protdgd. So grateful, 
in fact, that linkr was quite happy to 
confine himself to the symbolic 
duties of the presidency and leave 
Sudtlmn to run the country. Saddam 
was a loyal servant, even if he 
primarily served himself. With 
Bakr’s blind consent, he 
systematically swept away even the 
slightest hint of opposition, and en- 
joyed the full cooperation of Iraq's 
zealous secret service in nchieving 
his goals. 

So skilful was he l hut hardly two 
weeks hud passed before he had 
organized yet another revolt. This 
lime, he invited the head of the 
inuin opposition party within the 
newly-formed coalition, Nayef 
Duoud, to lunch, arrested him and 
packed him off to LqndcUlJikJm 
baggage a clear understanding that 
a return to Iraq would be fatal. 

And so it went on. One former 
colleague after another was 
neutralized by a complicated 
process of intrigue and back- 
slabbing. No holds were barred, and 
nothing was allowed to get In Sad- 
dam's way until a special law was 
passed on November 10, 1969, P v ' 
ing him hitherto unheard-of power, 
he was named vice-president ana 
deputy chairman of the 
Revolutionary Council, a position 
from where he calmly moved his 
revolutionary colleagues to P osts 
no importance in the hierarchy, ( 
usurped their powers. 

Saddam’s period as the Niunbej 
Two man in the Iraqi hierarchy 
typified by realism and pragmat 18 ^! 
which stabilized Iraq internally 

(Contlmiri oa »» 
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The hush-hush issue 

The bold bombing of the Iraqi reactor has brought short-term 
relief from danger, writes DAVID LANDAU in this 
VIEWPOINT. He argues that it will serve Israel’s long-term 
interests too if it leads to a no-holds-barred debate here on all 
aspects of the country’s defence strategy. 


IF EGYPT'S President Sadat feels 
bitterly embarrassed, one can readi- 
ly understand him. 

It isn't just the proximity of last 
week's bombing attack on the Iraqi 
reactor to the Sadat- Begin summit 
ut Ophira — though that in itself is 
trouble enough for Sudat. 

There is something much more 
fundamental that is embarrassing 
Egypt. The Baghdad bombing, like 
the Lebanon missile crisis, hammers 
home to the Egyptians two un- 
palatable truths: 

□ The Israel-Egypt peace is a 
separate peace, not a comprehen- 
sive one. 

□ Israel is exploiting peace with 
Egypt to improve its strategic posi- 
tion against the rest of the Arab 
world. 

In regard to the missile crisis, 
Premier. Begin, has made the point 
himself. Were it not for the peace, 
he said, Israel would have had to 
mobilize and deploy on the 
southern front, for fear that the 
stand-off in the north might develop 
into, a war on all fronts. 

Sadat made essentially the same 
point at Ophira when he said that 
the missile crisis would not lead to 
war because "on the Arab side the 
decision on war or peace is in the 
hands of Egypt." 

It does not take much imagina- 
tion — .only memory — to under-, 
stand the mass mobilization and 
other defensive measures that pre- 
1979 Israel would have had to take 
at home before sending its bombers 
to strike at Iraq. 

It must be even more embarrass- 
ing for Sadat when outside 
observers note that Israel is making 
the most of this particular phase of 
its peace with Egypt — while 
eastern Sinai is still in Israel's hands. 

Objectively, it was probably in- 
evitable that the Israeli government 
— any Israeli government — would 
seek to draw strategic advantage 
from the present situation. (That is 


not in itself proof that Israel 
deliberately sought this situation — 
u separate peace with Egypt, a “re- 
jectionist" eastern from, and the 
continued occupation of the West 
bank and the Golan.) 

The question, however, is whether 
Israel under Begin has sought out 
the right strategic advantage by 
bombing the Iraqi nuclear reactor. 

The prime minister was frank in 
discussing the far-reaching policy- 
implications of this action. Israel, he 
said, would "not tolerate" any 
"enemy" having a nuclear weapons 
capability.."! didn't say 'any Arab 
state,* I said 'any enemy,'” Begin 
carefully corrected the questioner 
at a news conference. 

This seemed open to either or 
both of two interpretations: Egypt is 
not an “enemy” and therefore her 
nuclear programme will not be dis- 
turbed; Pakistan, though not 
“Arab,” is an “enemy” and so her 
nuclear programme stands in 
danger of Israeli action. 

Libya, at any rate, qualifies under 
both heads, "Arab” and "enemy” 
and Begin implied that she is high 
on Israel’s hit-list. "Let's deal with 
the meshuggener Saddam Hussein 
first. We'll deal- with the others 
Uler," he said \shen asked 
specifically about Libya. 

But, 37 years into the atomic age, 
and a cataclysmic decade into the 


OPEC age, isn't that policy 
somewhat rigid and obtuse? The 
world being what it is, and inter- 
national controls being what they 
are (witness Iraq), it is altogether 
possible that others among Israel's 
enemies will acquire — in the most 
literal, mercantile sense of the word 
— nuclear weapons capability in the 
years ahead. 

• Will we bomb them nil? Or only 
the meshuggeners? And what is the 
yardstick for meshuggaas? Many 
people will ugree with Begin when 
he says that Saddam Hussein is very 
cruel and very determined. But 
Hussein, unlike Libya's Gaddafi, is 
not viewed in the wider world as u 
madman. Indeed, some Western 
newspapers huve made odious com- 
parisons in this respect this last 
week between Hussein and Begin. 
Begin' s bombing of the reactor was 
viewed — very unfairly — in some 
quarters as madder and more ir- 
responsible than Hussein's building 
of it. 

WHY, people abroad ask, should 
Israel insist on having a nuclear 
monopoly in the Middle East? 

The point is. of course, that the 
atomic age has developed a code of 
international conduct to accom- 
pany its terrifying technological 
achievements. The "balance of ter- 
ror," that most cynically pragmatic 
concept, is at the foundation of the 
new code of conduct. Security is not 


to be found in preventing the other 
side from attaining nuclear 
capability; on the contrary, the 
other side's lack of it and constant 
striving for it are themselves root 
causes of insecurity. 

"Second strike" is the secret. 
Security is to be found in per- 
suading the other side that if he uses 
his Bomb he will certainly be 
Bombed himself. 

It has worked well on the super- 
power plane, and on the face of it 
there is no reason why the same 
logic should not apply to medium- 
size powers. 

To be fair, the conceptual ques- 
tion raised here should be directed 
not only at Premier Begin and his 
government', but also at Labour 
leader Shimon Peres, who 
(justifiedly) prides himself on having 
played a key role in Israel's own 
nuclear programme in the '50s and 
'60s. 

Through the clouds of recrimina- 
tion that befogged Peres's reaction 
to the Baghdad bombing Iasi week, 
one basic fact seemed to emerge: 
he, too. would have favoured the 
bombing operation had diplomatic 
efforts with the new French govern- 
ment ultimately failed. Comments 
by Yitzhak Rabin gave the same 
impressinn, , 

Labour too, ihen, has the same 
basic policy approach: that Israel 
must prevent its enemies from at- 
taining nuclear capability. 


Indeed, the very idiom that Peres 
used in his press conference last 
Wednesday harked back to the 50s 
and '60s — and smacked of 
atrophied thinking. "Never,” he 
said, "has there been such loose- 
tongued chattering in Israel on 
nuclear mutters. Under B-G and 
F.shkul every word was carefully 
weighed and measured.*' Such talk, 
Peres warned, und such actions as 
the bombing of the Iraqi plant, can 
serve as catalysts to promote a 
nuclear arms race in the area. 

But surely that kind of hush-hush 
approach — as if all we had tu do 
'was not mention the bomb and 
(he other side wouldn't think about 
it — is an anachronism. Nowadays, 
the “Moslem bomb." Pakistan's 
nuclear efforts, Gaddafi's nuclear 
greed, indeed Iraq's own program- 
me. and the daunting prospect of a 
"terrorist bomb" — alt these are the 
subjects of constant discussion and 
public comment in the world's 
chanceries, including Arab 
chanceries, and in the world's press. 
Nor is such discussion any longer 
mere pie-in-thc-sky (again — 
witness Iraq). 

If Israel were to develop a 
nuclear deterrent no doubt the aim 
would be to redress the conven- 
tional balance between the Jewish 
State und its Arab enemies. 

But the "trip wue" for Israel 
would Slav loss — and would in- 
clude a mortal danger from con- 
ventional forces — even if Israel 
were to hate nuclear capability to 
deter Arab nuclear as well as con- 
ventional forces. 

At any rate, the bold bombing of 
the Iraqi reactor, which hu> brought 
us short-term relief from a near and 
present danger, will serve our long- 
term interests too — if it is allowed 
to spark a no- ho Ids- barred debate in 
I si ,iv l <u-n deleave strategy mthi>uge 
of peace twit It Egypt), of spreading 
nuclear know-how, and of Arab 
economic and political power. 


(Continued From preceding page. i 

secured its position in the Arab 
world. 

One of the main problems facing 
the new regime was the Kurdish 
revolt, and Saddam set this high on 
his list of priorities. On March 1 1, 
1970, he arrived at the headquarters 
of Kurdish leader Mustafa Barazani 
and signed an agreement which 
promised the Kurds full autonomy 
within four years. A seemingly con- 
ciliatory Saddam gave in to all the 
Kurdish demands — something 
which surprised the Kurds no less 
than it did those who did not un- 
derstand Saddam's long-term 
strategy — and thus bought Iraq 
quiet on the country’s northern 
frontier. Needless to say, after four 
years Saddam reneged on every 
promise-he had made to the Kurds, 
and when (he war was 'renewed in 
1 974, he was in a far better position 
to deal with it effectively than he 
had been when he signed the 
original pact. 

Saddam learned an important les- 
son from his* manipulation of the 
Kurds, and proceeded to pul it into 
practice with the Shah of Iran. On 
March 6, 1975, Saddam signed an 
agreement with the. shah whereby 
Iraq relinquished its demands on 
the Shalt al-Arab on condition that 
the shah ceased to support the 
Kurds. The shah honoured his com- 
mitment, and the Kurds subse- 
quently collapsed. Saddam, on his 
side, declared war on Iran in 
September 1980 to regain by force 
what he had given up in a tactical 
move five years earlier. This time, 
due to events beyond his control, 
his tactic proved to be a mistake, 
but the method was consistent. 


THE IRON 

While he was solving the Kurdish 
problem, Saddam set about es- 
tablishing Iraq as a major economic 
and military power, geared to as- 
suming eventual hegemony over the 
Arab world. 

In 1972 he signed a mutual as- 
sistance and friendship pact with 
the Soviets, which enabled him to 
nationalize his country’s oil industry 
(on July 1 of that year), and gradual- 
ly to enlarge the army from five 
divisions to 12, providing his troops 
with the best arms the West and 
East could offer. At the same time, 
he made his initial contacts neces- 
sary for acquiring a nuclear capa- 
bility, 

And never the one to pass up an 
opportunity, Saddam used the 
Israel i-Egyplian peace treaty to as- 
sert Iraq’s position at the forefront 
of the so-called " Rejectionist 
Front” of Arab states by adopting 
the most vitriolic position in the 
Arab world both against the 
"Zionist Imperialists” and Sadat the 
"traitor." By the time he managed 
to put together the Baghdad Sum- 
mit Conference in October 1978 to 
coordinate the Arab world's posi- 
tion in light of the peace 
treaty, there was no doubting Iraq's 
challenge to the leadership of the 
Arab world, and Saddam Hussein's 
personal position in Iraq. 
SADDAM'S climb to the lop had 
nof been an easy one. When he 
managed to be made vice-president 
of Iraq In November 1969, he tod 
an image problem to overcome. Still 
only 32 years old, he had until 


MAN OF BAGHDAD 



Saddam Hussein 

then lived in the shadows in the cor- 
ridors of power, virtually 
anonymous, his only reputation one 
or ruthlessness. Moreover, the fact 
that he had never served in the 
armed forces made it difficult to ex- 
ert authority in the conventional 
way, and increased his reliance on 
subversion, terror and punishment 
for the achievement of his goals. 

It was also necessary lor him to 
get across the image of a man in- 
volved in politics for the good of his 
country, and not for his personal ad- 
vantage. 

By July 1979 Saddam had had 
enough of being formally second in 
command. For a decade he had run 
the country from behind Bakr'^ 
skirts, and he decided that the time 
had now come to assume full com- 
mand. The revolution was a silent 
one, and Bakr was gently placed un- 
der house arrest. Reports from time 
to time that he has been murdered 
have never been verified and it Is to 
be assumed that he is still alive. 
ANALYSTS here believe that the 


sobering reality of the bloody nose 
Saddum has received in Iran could 
bring him down to earth. If not that, 
then Sunday's destruction of his 
nuclear facilities at Tawita should 
drive home the lesson (hat Iraq still 
has a long way to go before it is in a 
position to realize any of the gran- 
diose goals Saddam has set his sights 
an — including the destruction of 
Israel. 

Iraq has always been one of 
Israel's most implacable foes, and is 
•the only Arab combatant not to 
have signed an armistice with Israel 
after the 1948 war, or to have 
entered into a formal cease-fire 
with Israel in 1967 and 1973. 

Saddam, however, unlike some of 
his predecessors, came to the 
realistic conclusion early on that the 
destruction of Israel could not be an 
immediate Arab goal, but only the 
end result df a long process of Arab 
consolidation under the leadership 
of a powerful Iraq. 

He faltered slightly in this view in 
1973, when the early Syrian succes- 
ses In the Golan Heights persuaded 
him that an early defeat or Israel 
was a realistic possibility and he 
sent three Iraqi divisions to the 
Syrinn front. 1 

After that, however, he' returned 
to the belief that Iraq's immediate 
task was to continue building itself 
up as a powerful political, economic 
and military force capable of 
leading the Arab world to its 
ultimate victory over Israel. : - 

The experience of 1973. and 
reports even then that Israel' posses- 


sed nuclear weapons, apparently 
convinced Saddam that this country 
would never be bested on the con- 
ventional battlefield and that the 
Arabs would have to acquire a 
nuclear capability of their owti. 

He was always very careful to 
stress the peaceful aims of Iraq's 
nuclear programme. But he did. on 
occasion, let slip that its ultimate 
goal was. indeed, the production of 
nuclear weapons. Thus, he was 
quoted as saying in September 1975 
that Iraq's acquisition of nuclear 
technology was "the first Arab at- 
tempt towards nuclear arming, 
although the officially declared pur- 
pose of the construction of a reactor 
was not nuclear weapons." 

ISRAEL'S RAID Iasi Sunday was 
thus not only a serious setback to 
Iraq's nuclear programme, but a 
severe personal blow to Saddam 
himself. 

With what is known about Sad- 
dam Hussein, he is unlikely to take 
the blow to his pride meekly. If it 
has, indeed, brought him down to 
earth, his response will be a careful- 
ly calculated, long-term one. He 
will need to do something' dramatic 
tu restore his self-respect in the 
Arab world, but this is more likely 
to be aimed against Iran — which 
he accused of complicity in Sun- 
day's raid — than against Israel. For 
all his miscalculations concerning 
Iran's strength, it must be dear to 
hint that Iran still represents a softer 
target than Israel. 

However, he might overrate hi 
strength und press for a dramatic cou| 
in. a different, direction — aimw 
either directly against Israel or ugains 
U.S. interests in the region. Neither o 
these ultermnives can he ruled out. 
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"At d'aieft ntfukh, vesof metayfayikh, 
yetufun . " (“Moreover, he (Rabbi Hil- 
Jeh saw a skull floating on the surface 
of the water: he said to it, ‘Because 
thou drownedst others they have 
drowned thee, and at the last they that 
drowned thee shall themselves be 
drowned'." I — Ethics of the Fathers 
2 : 1 . 

THE NATIONAL RELIGIOUS 
Party, Israel's classic religious- 
Zionist movevement, with 101 set* 
tlements and countless religious, 
educational and welfare institu- 
tions. is also Israel's classic model of 
factionalism and intrigue. 

In the weeks that lead up to the 
formation of its Knesset list, the 
NRP every four years, is the closest 
Israeli equivalent of the cataclysmic 
Hobbesian "war of all against all." 
The din and clamour of those bat- 
tles can be misleading. Once the list 
is set, the different factions pull 
together for dear life, until they are 
safe enough in the new Knesset to 
resume internecine warfare. But the 
bitterness engendered by factional 
infighting, has left deep scars of per- 
sonal animosity and often impairs 
the party's capacity for united ac- 
tion. 

In the 1977 elections, the Oslo 
Intrigue, named after a cafe on 
Rehov Ibn Gabirol in Tel Aviv, 
brought together the youth faction's 
Zevulun Hammer and Yehuda Ben 
Meir, the faction headed by Elazar 
Goelman, and the Likud U’tmura 
faction of Aharon Abuhatzeira and 
David Glass — to axe the then 
Minister of Religious Affairs 
Yitzhak Raphael, 

In 1981 Glass has himself been 
dropped from the party's list, at the 
demand of Rabbi Haim Druckman 
the mentor of Gush Emunim and 
the youth Taction's ally (until further 
notice.). Goelman had a written 
promise from Hammer and Ben- 
Mcir that he would get the "safe'’ 
ninth spot on the party list this time, 
in payment for grudgingly giving up 
a safe spot in 1967. But now he is off 
the list, too, for an attempt to haul 
the two into rabbinical court and 
make them honour their’lOU. 
Hammer and Ben-Meir arc con- 
tinuing their campaign to ease Dr. 
Yosef Burg, Minister of the Interior 
and Police, out of the party 
leadership. Most important of all, 
Abuhatzeira, who got the religious 
Affairs portfolio for joining in the 
anti-Raphael cabal, has left the 
N R P and is threatening to take ; yrith 
him the North African vote. 

This sea of troubles has swamped 
the NRP ironically in its period of 
greatest political achievement. U 
finally obtained from Begin's Likud 
government the long-sought-after 
Education portfolio and the status 
of quasi-foreign minister for Dr. 
Burg as head of the moribund 
autonomy negotiations. The NRP in 
its current state is sadly reminiscent 
of that God-fearing but self-satisfied 
ancient, Job. 

But Job's book-full of trials ends 
with "the Lord blessed the latter 
end of Job more than his beginning.” 
The NRP's seasoned politicos are 
confident that the party, too, will 
weather its current trials and 
emerge triumphant once again — in 
the seat of government power. 

The NRP has been one of the 
most stable elements in Israel's 
political firmament, consistently 
winding close to ID per cent of the 
vote and getting 10 to 12 seats in the 
Knesset. It has always succeeded in 
parlaying this rather modest elec- 
toral achievement into irresistable 
bargaining power when coalitions 
are formed. The NRP has been in 
every government to date, with the 
exception of a period of a year and a 


T rouble at the top 

The National Religious Party's relatively stable electoral base faces 
serious threats of erosion in the elections for the Tenth Knesset, 
both from the breakaway Sephardi party of Aharon Abuhatzeira 
and from the religious-nationalist Tehiya party. The Jerusalem 
Post's YOSEF GOELL talks to three IVJRP leaders about the two 
challenges, and the party's chances of surviving them. 


half in the Third Knesset, when it 
left the Ben Gurion coalition over 
the issue of "Who is a Jew?” 

IN COALITION bargaining, NRP 
leaders have always known exactly 
how much pressure to apply. 
Labour and the Likud have prefer- 
red the NRP as a coalition partner 
because its demands were not ex- 
cessive. 

In the case of Labour, the NRP 
made only religious demands, which 
the senior partner could easily ac- 
cept (and never fully satisfy in the 
ensuing four years). With the Likud, 
the NRP's greater demands on the 
political question of the territories 
were in keeping with the senior 
partner's own attitudes. The NRP's 
unprecedented insistences having 
the Education portfolio did not faze 
a party which was surprised. by its 
own victory in the 1977 elections, 
and was generous in dividing the un- 
expected spoils. 

It is not yet clear how deeply 
some of the party's recent tribula- 
tions will affect its electoral and 
coalition prospects: the.. 

Abuhatzeira def^ejidn, the\ 
emergence of the uKra-ftalionallst 
Tehiya, the lingering odours from 
the Abuhatzeira bribery trial, the 
leaks from the police "Afarsek 
File,*’ which hinted that massive 
funds had been diverted from NRP- 
conlrolled ministries. , 

Lamifne faction strongman 
Rafael Ben-Natan said last week 
that he was both concerned and 
confident. Concerned, because no 
realistic politician would write off 
the Abuhatzeira ethnic challenge; 
confident because he believes that 
the NRP, more than any other Is- 
raeli party,' is built ardupd'a Urge 
core of loyal members, and is less 
vulnerable to the fluctuations of 
election- time sympathies. 

“I can’t give you an assessment of 
the damage today. But see me in 
two weeks and I'll tell you exactly,” 
he says. 

Ben-Natan, a squat, bulldog- 
faced man, a former member of kib- 
butz Sa'ad in the Negev and today a 
member of Moshav Hemed, is a 
politician with an ear to the ground. 

"LAST TIME around I predicted 
that we would get 161 ,000 votes and 
we actually got 160,000 plus a few 
hundred. That prediction was not a 
feat of magic. I know my party. To- 
day we have 138,000 members, up 
from 100,000 at the last election. Of 
these, mor$ than 20,000 .are in the 
101 kibbutzim and nioshavim af- 
filiated with the NRP. Another 20,000 
are accounted for by the armies of 
teachers in the NRP-controlted 
State : Religious school system, the 
yeshiva heads and teachers, Youth 
Aliya, 1 religious institutions and 
party functionaries. In addition, we 
have 25,000 voters who live in NRP 
housing estates (built by- the party ’ 
housing . corporation Mishhab) 
whose daily fives revolve around 
move ment-oriented activities. 



Rafael Ben-Natan 




Yosef Burg 


"This is the solid core of our vote. 
What I have to fee] out is how much 
of the periphery we may lose.” 
What Ben-Natan was describing 
is the last of Israel's "service” par- 
ties. Labour's predecessor, Mapai, 
was the classic ..example of an 
ideological party that also 


specializes in cradle-to-grave 24- 
hour-a-day service to its members. 
The NRP, or its Hapoel Hamizrachi 
constituent, was the religious 
equivalent of that old Mapai, in 
many aspects of policy, ' but even 
more in organizational form and 
operational mode. 

BEN-NATAN admits that the NRP 
will suffer some loss at the polls, but 
tends to minimize its magnitude. 
His comments implied that he ex- 
pected a mandate for 10 seats rather 
than the present 12. Other informed 
opinion indicates that Abuhatzeira's 
departure will cut the party down to 
eight. No one I spoke with took the 
Tehiya challenge loo seriously. The 
15,000 “fluke" votes the NRP got in 
the Arab sector last time, are 
generally written off in these elec- 
lions, and that will account for the 
loss of nearly one seat. One of the 
greatest unknowns, however, is the 
size of the religious vote that will go 
directly to Menahem Begin and the 
Likud rather than to the NRP. 

Will the NRP automatically 
prefer a coalition • with the Likud 
again rather titan with'Lnttbtir? ei 

"God forbid, no," Ben-Natan 
replied. "Certainly not automatical- 
ly. After all, we have much.in com- 
mon with the Labour movement. In 
1977 the public wanted a change 
and we went along with that desire 
and made its attainment possible. 
To my regret, Lubour, as a move- 
ment in decline, did not know how 
to honour its life-long partnership 
with us. The Likud admittedly did 
respond to our demands handsome- 
ly, and knew how to honour its com- 
mitments. 

"I must admit, however, that I 
already sec some similar signs of 
degeneration in the Likud. In any 
case, wc will have to await the elec- 
tion results before making up our 
minds.” 

NRP KNESSET faction heud 
Yehuda Ben-Meir, who heads the 
party’s information drive for the 
election campaign takes similar 
readings of the situation but comes 
to a different conclusion on sdme 
points. He too tends to unite off the 
seriousness of the Tehiya challenge. 

"We have succeeded in stemming 
the erosion in that direction. Tehiya 
is primarily a children's disease. It 
has made inroads into the Bnei 
Akiva movement, but they’re too 
young to vote. The fact that Rabbi 
Druckman was persuaded to stay 
with the NRP will have a major (ef- 
fect on the vote of the Gush settlers 
in Judea and Sanjaria. You’ll see 
we’ll get a majority in the settle- 
ments across the Green Line (the 
1967 borders). Our people don’t go 
for the sort of mixed religious- . 
secular movement Tehiya is es- 
pousing." ; 

At most Ben-Meir feels, Tehiya 
will cost the NRP one seat. The 
Abuhatzeira challenge, he. believes, 
is potentially much morp serious. 

However, Ben-Meir added* 


"the Yemenites arc with us and so 
am the Iraqis and the Persians. 
Abuhatzeira's appeal is mainly to 
the North Africans, and wc haven't 
heard the lust word there yet." 

Ben-Meir differs with Ben-Natan 
on coalition choices: "It is clear that 
Labour has finally given up on the 
chance of a continued partnership 
with the NRP, and justly so. We are 
definitely committed to a coalition 
with the Likud as our only option. 
The Alignment is banking on 
Abuhatzeira getting three to four 
scats, which ne may well get." 

But Ben-Meir is convinced that 
not ail of those seats will come from 
NRP Sephardi voters, most of 
whom will remain loyal to the party, 
he believes. 

A more serious problem, he feels, 
is that of direct competition with 
the Likud. Bogin -has always suc- 
ceeded in getting as many religious 
voles as the NRP he said, and the 
NRP never managed to make in- 
roads into that vote. This time, he is 
afraid, many more religious voters 
may decide to vote directly for the 
Likud, to forestall the "danger of a 
Labour-left coalition." 

"Our campaign is going to centre 
around the slogan ‘Yossi come 
home.' We are going to argue that 
in any case Begin won’t be able to 
form a coalition without us. A vote 
for the NRP is as good a way of 
slopping Labour and ensuring a new 
Begin government as is a vote for 
the Likud, so why shouldn't a 
religious voter vote for a religious 
parly at the same opportunity?" 

DAVID GLASS. MK, who was 
forced out of the list because of his 
identification with dovish causes, 
agrees with much of Ben-Meir's 
analysis but believes that the NRP 
will suffer a much more serious 
blow; In addition to the defections 
to the Abuhatzeira list, and the loss 
of the Arab vole, he believes that 
Necular voters who accounted for )- 
2 of the NRP's seats last time will go 
back to Labour. 

He attributes this to the NRP's 
"unprecedented moral decline" 
which has made n joke of the idea of 
“a nice NRP," the slogan with 
which the party appealed for 
secular votes lust time. 

"It’s all the fault of Hammer and 
Ben-Meir, the arch- perpetrators of 
treachery und Intrigue, who have 
luken over the party, lock, stock 
and barrel," Glass said. 

"The problem is that all the ifl- 
Irigtics have resulted in the NRP's 
justly earning the image of a totally 
unreliable and profoundly corrupt 
party, ” he said. 

Haven't the reports of the myriad 
of parly slush funds been the major 
reason for this corrupt image? 

"You have to understand our 
situation," he said. 
always been a relatively^mHlrpBity 
that was responsible for providing 
for the needs of a much larger part 
of the population. I myself dont 
like the way in which It's been done 
and I hope that we can get the man- 
ner of provision for these essenliaJ 
religious needs institutionaltZM- 
But it was unavoidable because the 
State never really recognized “J 
full legitimacy of those needs an 
practised a form of extreme ^ 
crimination between the budgets al- 
located to religious insUlutloM. 
and those approved for universe 
and other secular institutions. 

“Admittedly, it’s been much fil- 
ter under the Likud than u “l p 
Labour, and that’s why the NJT, 
can be expected to opt agaib ro , 
partnership in a Begin coall UO .. 
But it is important that thesysl ■ 
of allocations be formalized P® 1 
. open and equal basis." ; ■ , ...- s -.: 
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THE DIASPORA 


France: a return to Jewish roots 


By Judy Slegal 

RENE SHMUEL the first Sephardi 
to be chief rabbi of France in almost 
200 years, is pleased about the 
"healthy interaction and close 
cooperation" between the 
Ashkenazi and Sephardi compo- 
nents of French Jewry. 

"There is no tension between 
them," said the rabbi. 

' Of the estimated 700,000 Jews in 
France, over 60 per cent are 
Sephurdim — relatively recent and 
second generation immigrants from 
North Africa. The Ashkenazim, 
who tend to be wealthier and more 
established, are also less traditional 
and more inclined to assimilation 
and intermarriage. 

"'Jewish education, education, 
and more education," he asserted, 
when asked about his major goals in 
his first seven-year term. 

Despite the heavy demands on his 
time, he continues to teach Hebrew 
at the Sorbonne. He is very con- 
cerned that the intermarriage rale 
among French Jewry has reached 
70 per cent some areas, and that 
only about 14 per cent of Jewish 
youth get any kind of format Jewish 


education. There are 8,500 
youngsters in Jewish day schools 
and an equal number in less- 
frequent Talmud Tora classes. 

But he is pleased that there has 
been some progress in this area. 
With help from a joint French 
Jewish-World Zionist Organization 
education fund, the number of 
youngsters in Jewish day schools 
has doubled in the past four years. 

Rabbi Siral has worked in the 
field for nearly 25 years, and for his 
efforts, he was among the winners 
of the Jerusalem Prize, awarded 
bienially by the World Zionist 
Organization to- outstanding Jewish 
educators in the Diaspora. 

"U isn’t mine personally,” he said 
modestly. "I receive it proudly on 
behalf of the whole Jewish com- 
munity of France.. 

Over the past few years, Rabbi 
Siral has noticed a major return to 
Jewish roots, partly a result of 
Jewish disgust at the excesses of 
modern Western society and partly 
in imitation of the French Catholic 
resurgence of interest in religion 
and tradition. 

There is a ba'alei teshuva move- 


ment in France as in Israel, with 
"muny professionals and intellec- 
tuals returning to religious life. 
Parents are afraid of the drugs and 
permissiveness prevalent in regular 
schools, he said, and young Jews 
were disenchanted by the failures of 
the ncar-revolt or the late Sixties. 

The synagogue is ready to receive 
them, said Rabbi Sirat. Another of 
his aims is to increase synagogue at- 
tendance; many of them are nearly 
empty on regular Sabbaths. "The 
Jews must appreciate the wonder 
and serenity or traditional Shab- 
bat," he said. Bui the swing towards 
observance is already tangible. In 
1955, there were only five kosher 
butcher shops in Paris. Today, there 
are 140. 

THE TIES between Israel and 
French Jewry are very strong, he 
continued. "We fully identify with 
and support Israel." 

Asked about aliya, the chief rabbi 
asserted that the only way to in- 
crease it is to develop Jewish 
religious education. "Tulking about 
aliya serves no purpose," he said, 
noting that two of his three children 
have settled in Israel. 



Aliya should be motivated by 
positive factors and not by fear of 
anti-Semitism, said the rabbi. There 
is anti-Semitism in France, and it is 
not just sporadic and in- 
discriminate. The Jews must be on 
guard. There is no discrimination 
against Jews in employment and 
other fields, but there is violence 
und desecration of synagogues and 
cemeteries. "However, u terrorist 
blast hit a Protestant church near 
Lyon too. There is general violence, 
not just against us Jews.” 

He was pleased that over 300,000 
non-J ewisli Frenchmen joined Jews 
in u demonstration of solidarity in 
the wake of the terrorist hlusl :i( the 
Rue dc Cupcrnic synagogue last 
year. . 


Court rejects 
petition to 
bar Kahaue 

The High Court of Justice last 
week rejected :t petition by four 
Jerusalem attorneys for an order to 
disqualify Rabbi Meir Kahantf's 
Kach list from the Knesset elections 
on the grounds thui its principles 
refute the continued existence of 
democratic rule in Israel. The 
judges will announce the reasons for 
their decision later. 

Justice Dm- Levin did point out, 
however, that under the elections 
law the court is not qualified to 
judge the legality of the Kuch move- 
ment, .a question which must he 
decided by the Interior Ministry. 

Attorney Moshe Negbi, speaking 
for the petitioners, argued that the 
court did have the authority to in- 
tervene in the matter on the 
grounds that the committee had 
violated its mandate by not dis- 
qualifying Kach as an "illegal 
organization" which foments racial 
hatred between Jews and Arabs. 
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...and now 

GLATT KOSHER 

The most varied and delectable Glatt 
Kosher cuisine in Israel prepared by 
Executive Chef 
Avigdor Brueh 

At the Jerusalem Hilton your level of 
observance meets our level of service 

So next time you re in Israel . 

STAY GLATT KOSHER . 

at the deluxe hotel in Jerusalem 





0 Jerusalem hilton 



Colonial cuisine 

Haim Shapiro eats out at some Jerusalem hotels, 




The American Colony Hotel is 
well known to cognoscenti, who 
regard its courtyard as one of the 
most beautiful spots in the city. 

The hotel dates back to the last 
century and is still owned by 
members of the American Vester 
family which established it. 
However, it is currently managed by 
the relatively small and select 
Gauer chain, which has its head- 
quarters in Switzerland. 

A new part of the hotel is its pool, 
with an adjoining restaurant, to 
which we were invited recently. 

In addition to d la cane meals and 
snacks such as pizza, there is a 
weekly Friday night barbeque dur- 
ing the summer months at the 
poolside and the adjoining 
restaurant, complete with Arab 
orchestra and belly dancer. 

The buffet on the night we were 
there included the usual wide array 
of M iddle Eastern salads and a few 
items we had not seen before, such 
as a cold chicken in curry sauce, 
which I enjoyed very much. 

As for the grilled meats, the least 
impressive were the steaks, but they 
were more than compensated for by 
roast leg or lamb, carved by the 
chef, and by what appeared to me to 
be home-made sausages with an ex- 
tra spicy tang. 

In addition to the grilled meats 
there was u very good moussaka and 
such dishes as stuffed peppers and 
tomatoes provenpale, not to men- 
tion the cold salads, baked potatoes 
and rice. . . 

YOU FAY S14 for the barbeque, 
the same price that is charged for 
the Saturday luncheon buffet, 
which features many of the items 
served on the Friday evening. For 
my part, the luncheon event is 
superior, solely becuuse it is in the 
older part of the hotel, with its lush 
foliage and gently burbling foun- 
tain. 

Among the items that you don’t 
get on Friday night are a giant 
whole poached fish, chicken in an 
Oriental sauce, and cold, extrn-rure, 
roast beef, nil of them excellent. 
Some of the desserts I treated 
myself to at the two buffets were 
sweet fresh cherries (sublime), a 
praiseworthy creme caramel and an 
apple crumble which i found a good 
deal better than the ones ] regularly 
make. 

ANOTHER eating place we werit to 
recently was the King David Hofei's 
new Far Eastern terrace, The Piilio, 
overlooking the pool. 

Unwilling to label it “Chine&e" 
and thus commit itself to serving an 
"authentic" cuisine, the hotel has 
employed a number of Chinese 
cooks who produce a selection of 
meat and vegetable dishes served up 
with the sauce of your choice. 

" On my visit to the restaurant, 1 
tried beef with mixed vegetables in 
a hot sauce, accompanied by fried 
rice. The meal, cut in thin strips, 
was tender, the vegetables were 
crisp, and the sauce was hot enough 
to bring tears to my eyes — just the 
way I like It. 

For dessert, there was the 
usual selection of mousse and 
cakes. I had a piece of fresh melbn, 
which was excellent. The meal, 
served at lunch-time only.; costs 
IS 130 per person, and iiicijides cof- 
fee or tea,' but not. other 
beverages. 
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ANOTHER, und perhaps the 
strangest, of my excursions was to 
the new King Solomon Sheraton 
Hotel in Jerusalem, which took the 
form of a culinary tour of the 
premises, much of it unfinished. We 
began in the ballroom, several 
storeys below ground level, where 
we tried a large selection of summer 
cocktails by candlelight (the 
electricity had not yet been con- 
nected in this part of the hotel}. 

From the bowels of the hotel, we 
shot up to the pool terrace, an area 
that eventually will "Be devoted to 
serving such things as hamburger: 
and hot dogs. We, however, in- 
dulged in a creamy and refreshing 
cold avocado purdc. 

Still on the move, we went to the 
coffee shop, the only restaurant in 
the hotel actually functioning at the 
time, to try poached fillet of sole, 
very decoratively served in tdmato 
shells. In fact, the sole proved a bit 
of a disappointment. The distinctly 
fishy taste seemed to indicate that 
either it was not as fresh as it might 
be or it had been improperly frozen. 

I MUST also report disappointment 
with the next item on the menu — 
braised rib of veal with a mushroom 
sauce. Though the sauce was lovely, 
the incat was chewy and rather dry 
and seemed almost to be trying to 
make up in quantity what it lacked 
in quality. 

On the other hand, the locale in 
which we ate the veal was un- 
beatable. It was the unfinished 
Japanese restaurant which, to the 
best of my knowledge, will be the 
first kosher Japanese restaurant in 
the world. 

We ended our meal, thankfully, 
with some fresh fruit; but on 
another occasion, I did try the ice 
cream available in the hotel lobby, 
where a young Indy in flowing robes 
presided like a high priestess over a 
ourl betiring various kinds of ice 
cream, sauces und garnishes. 1 
devoured n creation consisting of 
vanilla icc cream, crime de menihe 
and fresh fruit, topped by mounds 
of whipped cream. 

ANOTHER JERUSALEM hotel, 
the Diplomat, has been around for 
many years and has undergone Its 
culinury ups and downs. Thus, when 
1 was Invited to try Its newly 
reopened grill-room, I accepted 
with a little hesitation. 

The menu is Middle Eastern, with 
an emphasis on lavish service. Our 
meal began with ft buffet-oC^j" 
and continued with a selection o 
hot hors d’oeuvres, includina 
miniature kubbeh, lahme bqm 
the local equivalent of pla®. B jJ < * 
humous with bits of cooked lamb. 

For my main course, I tried a vein 
chop stuffed with almonds. I wim®. 
it lender, tasty and juicy; and I can 
report that the same was true oi my 
companion's lamb chops. 

For dessert, I allowed myself 
be talked into trying the kaiayy,* 
kind of pancake stuffed with 
and swimming in honey. When u ’ 
rived, I found that it. wa s i , 
anything, much belter than tho 
have tried in East Jerusalem, 
pecially during Ramadan, W 
they are sold on practically ,ev 
street corner. I finally came w ) . 
conclusion that what I 
was an American pancake urea 
up in Middle Eastern garb. 
bad idea at all. 
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Christian Comment/Oikoumenikos 


DR. GERIES KHOURY, a Greek 
Catholic philosopher and historian 
from the Christian Arab village of 
Fassouta in Galilee, has been ap- 
pointed the new director of the 
research programme on Christianity 
in the Holy Land at the Ecumenical 
Institute for Theological Research, 
Tantur. 

Dr. Khoury, his wife Elizabeth, 
and daughters Sa'ada and Romana, 
already live at Tantur's 35-acre 
campus at the south end of 
Jerusalem, next to Gilo and 
Bethlehem. Since October, he has 
participated in the Christian 
research community, which this 
year comprises scholars from 12 
countries and II Christian com- 
munities. 

The Khourys have not lost touch 
with their native village, even 
though university and doctoral 
studies in Italy have meant an 
absence of 10 years from Israel. 
They spent the recent Easter holi- 
days in Fassouta, where the ex- 
tended family of brothers and sisters 
and their children gathered at the 
parents' home. 

FASSOUTA'S Christians are Greek 
Catholics, part of the largest Chris- 
tian community in Israel, number- 
ing between 35,000 and 38,000 and 
found mainly in Galilee. They are 
still sometimes called “Melkites" 
(Royalists), originally a derisory 
label. According to scholars of 
Palestinian Aramaic manuscripts, 
the Melkile community consisted at 
first of Palestinian Jews and 
Samaritans who had embraced 
Christianity, the religion of the 
; emperor. Their fellow Jews 
^ regarded them as opportunists, and 
.? -nickpamed them "M^lkiles." 

"The name fylplkite became syn- 
onomous with "Orthodox" after-the 
Council of Chalcedotvin 451, when 
a large part of the Middle East 
became Monophysite. The Melklte 
Christians remained staunchly 
Orthodox until the 18th cenpiry, 
when a part of the Melkile com- 
munity with their bishops made the 
unusual decision to reunite with 
Rome, accepting papal authority 
while preserving their Oriental 
heritage in worship and Church 
structure. Since that time^ the 
Orthodox Church has practically 
abandoned the term Melklte; so it 
now exclusively refers to the 
‘ ‘ uniat e" community of the Catholic 
Melkites, also called Greek 
Catholics. The doctrinal differences 
between the communities are 
minimal. 

The name Greek Catholic may be 
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misleading, however, since only 
about 5 per cent of their liturgy re- 
mains in Greek; 95 per cent is in 
Arabic. Their clergy are almost all 
Arabs, including their archbishop in 
Haifa, the Rev. Maxintous Salloum. 
In the diocese of Jerusalem, Father 
Lutfi Laham, presently replacing 
the patriarchal vicar, is also Arab, 
as is his community. (Father Laham 
recently introduced a large group to 
his Church and its tradition ut a 
meeting sponsored by the Israel 
lnierfaith Committee.) 

WHAT OF EDUC.TION for 
Christian Arabs in Galilee'? Fas- 
souta may be rather typical. There 
is one elementary school for the 
local population of about 2.000. 
Despite yearnings for it, there is as 
yet no secondary school in the 
town. Pupils are obliged to lake a 17 
km. bus ride to Tarshiha, where 
classes are composed of Moslems, 
Druse, and Christians. 

The pattern was a little different 
Tor Geries Khoury. After elemen- 
tary school in Fassouta, he attended 
St. Joseph's Seminary (a secondary 
school) in Nazareth, where he 
boarded. Like his fellow pupils, he 
began to study Hebrew in elemen- 
tary school, and continued it in 
Nazareth. He is, of course, fluent in 
Hebrew. 

Khoury’s studies in Italy ultimate- 
ly led to a Ph.D. in 1976 from the 
University of Rome for his disserta- 
tion on "The meaning of philosophy 
and philosopher in Arabic Islamic 
Philosophy." Three years later he 
earned another doctorate at the 
Gregorian University for research 
qp.the relationship of Arab Chris- 
'.tjjin literature to Arab Moslem 

ijeratur*- 

As Dr. Khoury assumes 
leadership for the programme on 
Christianity in the Holy Land, the 
proceedings of an international con- 
vene e on that theme, held at Tan- 
lur in. May 1979, are about to come 
off the press. 

WHAT OF the future?. "I have been 
In touch with a wide range of Chris- 
tian leaders,” says Dr. Khoury, 
"and we intend to focus our study 
on the rich and significant traditions 
of Arab Christianity here, along 
with Its relationship with Jews and 
Moslems through the centuries. 
This will include pre-Islamic Arab 
’Christianity as well as that -of the 
post- Islamic period. Today's 
dialogue must be carried out with 
light from the past, together with a 
' broad awareness of the present con- 
'tejft." 
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BOOKS 

Chatty and catty 


THE BATTLE FOR PEACE by 
Ezer Weizman. Published 
simultaneously in the U.S. and 
Canada. Bantam. 396 pp. S 15.95. 
Hebrew edition: Jerusalem, 
Edanim. 411 pp. IS1O0.8O. 

Hirsh Goodman 


IT WAS WITH mixed feelings that 
I sat dow n lo rend this book. On the 
one hand, the thought or reading yet 
another account of the tedious 
Eg\ plum -Israeli peace process was 
not. to put it mildly, an exciting one; 
but Weiz man's story promised an 
insider's look at the personalities in- 
volved — and I was not disap- 
pointed. 

Israel's former defence minister 
does not offer a profound analysis 
of events but rather relates what he 
saw and felt. His style is chatty — 
and quite often catty — and this 
makes for a very readable book. It is 
another question whether one 
learns anything new about the 
peace process, other than some per- 
sonal insights into the people 
behind the headlines. 

Weizman is a bom raconteur and 
it is u tribute to Eitan Haber, who 
helped write this book, and the un- 
named translator, that Weizman's 
style is preserved intact. The story 
(lows from the first page to the last; 
it bubbles over with Weizmanesque 
witticisms and well-placed barbs at 
the expense of those he dislikes. 

Ariel Sharon is lambasted; Begin 
is treated with distant respect but 
subjected to harsh criticism; Jimmy 
Carter and Anwar Sadat are ad- 
mired intensely; Dayan seems 
someone Weizman would rather not 
cross; while former Egyptian war 
minister Gamassy and former 
Israeli Attorney-General Aharon 
Barak are unequivocally praised. 

THERE ARE, apparently, dif- 
ferences between the English and 
the Hebrew versions of the book. 
The English edition, perhaps cor- 
rectly, weaves into the account of 


the actual peace process a historical 
account of Israel which tends to 
become tedious, and detracts from 
the main narrative. The book opens 
with u secret visit by Weizman lo 
Egypt on December 20 1977 and 
closes on March 26, 197 9 with the 
signing of the peace treaty in 
Washington. There is a brief, rellec- 
tive epilogue on the post-peace 
reality: it was written at Weizman's 
home in Caesarea after his resigna- 
tion as defence minister on May 28, 
last year. 

Perhaps the must revealing 
paragraph in the book is Weizman's 
explanation of how he, an unrepen- 
tant hawk, took on the role of arch- 
dove in the peace process he helped 
mould: 

“...I still call myself a hawk," 
Weizman writes. "A dove bills and 
coos, fluttering about in hesitation 
and uncertainty, while a hawk 
swoops down, seizes the initiative, 
and takes advantage of changing 
situations to serve his cause. Doves 
and hawks are like different types of 
airplanes. A dove is a slow machine, 
a hawk a fast one... The hawk has a 
choice, it can fly at lop speed or 
slow down... it is the hawk that can 
maneuver better in an unknown 
situation." 

For Weizman, therefore, the term 
“hawk" isn't descriptive of a 
political stance. It characterizes a 
man who knows how to take advan- 
tage of events rather than allow 
himself lo be taken over by them. 

It is precisely this type of logic 
which allows Weizman to act 
despite glaring discrepancies 
between the Likud's political plat- 
form (for which he was so in- 
strumental in securing a national 
mandate in the 1977 elections) and 
his views as they evolved once he 
glimpsed a prospect of peace. And 
not unlypically, Weizman, rather 
than attempt to analyse his 
political metamorphosis, falls back 
on his favourite analogy; flight and 
aircraft. 

WEIZMAN COMES ACROSS in 
this book as a deep believer in the 



On the way to Camp David... Weizman, Begin and Dayan. (Rubingsu 


value of peace for Israel, but as a 
hurd-liner in terms of what he was 
prepared to give up jn return. From 
this account it was he who led the 
battle to keep the two Sinai air- 
fields, Eitpm and Etzion, and to al- 
low the Rafiah settlers to remain on 
their land. 

The failure to achieve this is 
placed on the shoulders of the 
Government of Israel which was un- 
able lo adopt a unified and com- 
prehensive policy, or clearly ar- 
ticulate what it wanted. He accuses 
Begin of weakness in his leading of 
the cabinet at crucial stages, and of 
backing out of earlier commit- 
ments. 

Weizman's account of Begin's 
handling of the peace process is far 
from complimentary — even- 
though he goes to great pains 
repeatedly to explain the political 
and personal pressures on the 
premier at the lime. The image 
which comes across of Begin is of 
on uninspiring leader weakened by 
a series of heart attacks, and lorn 
between his own beliefs and the new 
reality created by Sadat. ' : ' 

He recounts how Begin used to 
sit through long cabinet meetings 
with a glassy look in his eyes, and al- 
lowed the assembled ministers to 
debate tangential issues endlessly, 
without coming to the point. He 
continually derides Begin's alleged 
preoccupation with niggling detail, 
and love of specific words at the 
expense of an overall solution. He 
was, Weizman feels, unable to rise 
to the occasion. 


But it is Ariel Sharon who is most 
sharply criticized. The minister of 
agriculture is understood to be u 
man who is basically dishonest, and 
as someone who stops ut nothing to 
achieve his own narrow goals, even 
at the national expense. 

And yet, we learn from Weizman, 
it was Sharon who prevented the 
peace process from breaking down. 
At Camp David, despite the efforts 
of Carter and the idyllic setting for 
the talks, the sense of failure was 
total. The way to peace was opened 
when Begin received a phone call 
from Sharon in Israel that he would 
not object to the giving up of the 
Rafiah settlements. It was then that 
Begin relented. Weizman writes 
that the notion of enlisting Sharon 
came from General Avraham 
Tamir, who was acting on his own 
initiative. What he does not explain 
is why Sharon, who — is subjected 
by Weizman to a scathing attack for 
masterminding the dummy settle- 
ment fiasco at Rafiah early in the 
peace process, changed his mind. 

THERE ARE dozens of Interesting 
insights provided in this book. The 
reader learns of the habits, strengths 
and weaknesses of the principal 
characters, and of the wcukness of 
the Israeli government. He is privy 
also to some extraordinary revela- 
tions. Weizmun, for example, was 
not aware until late in the process 
that Dayan hud been sent on a 
secret mission lo Morocco by Begin 
before Sadat came to Jerusalem, 
where the foreign minister, with 
Begin’s approval set the tone of un- 


derstanding that underlay the com- 
promise. 

Begin dispatched Weizman on a 
secret mission to Sadat weeks after 
the event lo establish a framework 
for discussion with the Egyptians. 
But he had not informed Weizman 
of the contents of the Dayan talks. 
The defence minister was not even 
aware of the fact that Dayan had 
met secretly with the Egyptians. His 
chagrin, as conveyed in the book, is 
understandable. 

Nuturally, Weizman emerges as 
the knight in shining armour. His 
personality and ability to get on 
with people, he leads us to unders- 
tand. provided the glue that held the 
peuce process together in difficult 
limes. He admits he may lack 
profundity, and that his mouth may 
often gel the better of his judgment, 
but makes it very clear that if it 
were not for his ability lo cut cor- 
ners, and establish a rapport with 
people, most probably there would 
huve been no peace in our lime. 

Some will undoubtedly disagree 
with Weizman’s account. And there 
are those who will be taken aback 
by its shallowness and gossipy tone. 
But at least the book is readable and 
credible. It fails to tell the entire 
story but it does shed light on a 
complicated and important 
historical process which has been 
written lo death by heavy-handed 
journalists and politicians, whose 
accounts were clouded, either 
because of the second-hand source 
material they had lo work with, or 
their concern for their own political 
futures. 0 


A powerful play 

THEATRE / Mendel Kohansky 


YEHOSHUA SOBOL'S Wars of the 
Jews, a Jerusalem Khan production 
under the direction of Ban Ronen, 
is ail important event in our 
theatrical life. It is also an important 
political event. The play is signifi- 
cant in form and content, and in the 
message it carries. Also impressive 
is the unity of play and production. 
Dealing with the most tragic event 
in the ancient history of the people, 
it is presented in the ruins of 
David’s Citadel, a place both 
physically and symbolically ap- 
propriate. 

Standing in the ruins under the 
ramparts looming in the darkness, 
sealed in a murky long hall under a 
vaulted ceiling, the audience 
becomes part of the dire events — 
the revolt, the internal strife, the 
siege and destruction of Jerusalem. 
Under the cold Jerusalem sky, with 
the' wind blowing in the ramparts, 
the ancient tragedy comes to life, as 
do the bodies of the fallen we see 
rising from their graves to tell the 
tragic story and lament the folly that 


caused it. 

The action of the play follows 
events recorded in history, mainly 
in Josephus’ Wars of the Jews, the 
Talmud, the legends, the 
Apocrypha, the studies of present- 
day scholars. It begins with the 
completion of the large building 
works on the Temple Mount which 
caused widespread unemployment 
and subsequent riots in the city, the 
common people rising against the 
ruling priestly caste, the Zealots cal- 
ling in the name of religion for 
revolt against the Romans. Then 
come the successive stages of the 
war ending with the destruction of 
the Temple and the city, following 
which Rabbi Yohunun ben Zakkui 
establishes in Yuvnc the acudcmy 


that ussures the continuation of (he 
spiritual heritage of the people. 

THE PROLOGUE tells of the after- 
math of the war. The dead rise from 
their graves to speak of their 
Jerusalem, which was laid waste, 
They lament the city that had been 
a centre of culture and commerce 
and religion, u city which welcomed 
strangers within its gales — until a 
band of fanatics guined the upper 
hand, incited the people to revolt, 
und brought down the terrible dis- 
aster. 

While closely following historical 
events, Sobol takes a clear stand. 
Moreover, he relates the ancient 
events lo the present day — not in 
words but in obvious intent. The 


Zealots with their chauvinism, 
xenophobia and religious 
fanaticism, with their irrational 
he lief in miracles to be performed 
by a partisan God, parallel the 
zealots of our times. 

And the dichotomies of irrational 
heliefs and rationul thinking, of nar- 
row nationalism and a broad view' of 
national identity, of a peace based 
•in friendly relations with 
neighbours and a peace built on the 
strength of arms, are all the 
dichotomies of our times. The play 
implies id I this without saying it. 

Stripped of all religious- 
nationalist romanticism, the revolt 
was an act of madness. According 
lo historical research, the Jewish 
population or Judea in the year 64 
numbered some three million, and 
the army some 23,000 men. This 
pitiful force rose against the Rum an 
Empire with its population of 60 
million und a standing army of 
300,000 superbly trained and equip- 
ped soldiers. 

Judea being of supreme strategic 


importance as the gateway to the 
eastern pari of the Empire, Rome 
could not afford to lose rt. The 
revolt was doomed from the start. 
After an initial, unexplained victory 
over a Roman force which caused a 
madness or euphoria in the popula- 
tion. defeat followed defeat until 
the final disaster. 

There is an immediacy and in- 
sistence about the play, with actors 
at moments speaking to individual 
members of the audience, squatting 
in from of spectators to comment 
on the awesome events, the murder, 
the starvation, the pillage. 

Han Ronen has accomplished an 
admirable feat. He has used to the 
best advantage the architecture and 
the atmosphere of David's Citadel, 
and he has inspired the actors with 
the importance or what they are do- 
ing. There arc 12 actors in the cast, 
hut there seem to be scores of them 
in the mass scenes. They all perform 
well and with dedication, especially 
Ali/a Rosen as the lamenting 
woman. 


Homage to Dan Kulka 


Meir Ronnen 


A MEMORIAL show of sculptures, 
drawings and a few paintings by the 
late Dan Kulka is a forcible 
reminder of a virtuoso cut down in 
his prime. A superb portraitist and 
modeller of the figure, Kulka was 
beginning to find his way into u new 
abstract stylo when he passed away 
less than two years ago, aged only 
41. 

Kulka was born in 
Czechoslovakia in 1938, the year 
the Great Powers were signing away 
its freedom. A photo in the 
catalogue shows Kulka, 30 yeurs on, 
arguing with Russian soldiers during 
an anti- Russian demonstration in 
Prague. On show here is a small 
bronze made the same year, "The 
Invasion of Prague, 1968," a 
roughly modelled impression of a 
man raping a woman. 

Kulka graduated with distinction 
from the Prague Academy in 1967. 
The following year his remarkable 
head of Kafka was placed in the 
National Museum of Literature. 
Then came the Russian takeover. 


When the demonstrations failed, 
Kulka fled lo Austria and Canada 
and settled in Jerusalem in 1971. 
Though the works on show here 
date from 1963-4 (two extraordinary 
heads of a half-blind peasant, one in 
bronze, the other in stone) most of 
the show is devoted lo works made 
here. Kulka also did pieces for 
Jerusalem schools and housing pre- 
lects and exhibited several ‘limes in 
Jerusalem. 

The more he progressed, the 
further he seemed to delve back 
into the 19th century. Various 
figures and figurines owe a great 
debt I.* Daumier and Degas, hut 
Kulka brought to- them his own 
brand of expressionism. Others 
owed something to his familiarity 
with Zhadkine, Archipenko. Epstein 
and Moore. 

Kulka's virtuosity is also evident 
in his beautifully treated drawings 
or nudes and heads, some in careful- 
ly handled spray-splatter techni- 
ques. In him we have lost one of the 
most talented of all immigrant ar- 
tists of the Iasi decade, a sculptor 
who would no doubt have become a 
leading Israeli figure. 



Dan Kulka: Head of Franz Kafka; " The Old Lady" (after Duerenmati). bronze, 1976. (Jerusalem Artists House J. 


Jewish messianism 


The seeds of hatred 


THE MESSIAH TEXTS by 
Raphael Patai. Detroit, Wayne 
Slate University Press. 373 + livpp. 
S17.95. 

Geoffrey Wigoder 

RAPHAEL PAT Al’S Messiah Texts 
is a carefully analysed anthology 
covering all aspects of Jewish mes- 
sianic beliefs down the centuries. 
The concept developed only com- 
paratively Late in biblical literature 
and it was not until the 1st century 
BCE that the Messiah was a central 
figure in Jewish belief. By the fol- 
lowing century, Eretz Yiarael was 
teeming with messianic sects of 
whom the believers in the mes- 
siahship of Jesus were to prove the 
most successful. . 

A massive literature developed 
around the advent of the Messiah, 
with the associated themes of the 
punishment of the wicked in hell 
and the reward of the pious in 
heaven. Fanciful descriptions 
abound of the menu of the feast of 
the righteous in paradise. For the 
main course, there will be a choice 
of leviathan or behemoth; those 


who prefer fowl, may order Ziz 
Sadai, a wading bird of cosmic 
proportion. The drink will be wine 
preserved in its grapes since Crea- 
tion, so it should have had time to 
mature. God will join the Righteous 
at the table and will even dance for 
them. For after-dinner entertain- 
ment, He will slay the angel of 
death. The left-overs wilt be sold in 
the market-places of Jerusalem (so 
hang on to your stalls, you in 
Mahane Yehuda). There is even a 
description of the descent from 
heaven in messianic times of a 
jewel -studded Jerusalem (rather 
resembling the transformation 
scene at the end of an English pan- 
tomime). 

The next world wilt be populated 
by male chauvinist saints and in fact 
the final sufferings, "War and ban- 
quet are all-male affairs. The 
Moslems may have their houris but 
the. Jewish paradise in sexless and 
the rabbis' seem lo take erection out 
of Resurrection. An exception is 
Rabban Gamaliel, who foresees that 
in the messianic era women will 
bear children every day like a hen 
laying eggs! 


The Jewish imagination is highly 
fertile about the terrible events that 
will lead up to the advent of the 
Messiah, the Last Judgment and the 
initial reward of the righteous. But 
it is largely silent on what will hap- 
pen thereafter. There will be a new 
Tore, but no details are given; 
there will be no sacrifice or prayer 
(except thanksgiving^ Everyone — 
or rather every man — will live hap- 
py ever after, mostly occupied in 
eating and study, in a blissful, un- 
eventful and deadly dull eternity. 

Patai shows how the development 
of the myth of the waiting, crying, 
suffering Messiah is a projection of 
the long exile of the Jewish people. 
He also refers to the many pseudo- 
Messiahs and messianic movements 
that have emerged throughout 
Diaspora history, culminating in 
Reform Judaism (with its belief that 
the whole world would believe in 
the one God) and Zionism (which 
concentrated on the messianic 
belief in the return to Zion). 

1 he core of Jewish messianism as 
expressed in these texts is the role of 
the Jewish people as a Divine in- 
strument in imposing God's rule on 
the entire world and the Jewish 
longing to be relieved of their suf- 
ferings in what seemed the only 
realistic hope, viz. through 
Superhuman intervention. 


JEWS IN THE EYES OF THE 
GERMANS FROM THE 
ENLIGHTENMENT TO 
IMPERIAL GERMANY by Alfred 
D. Low. Philadelphia, Institute for 
the Study of Human Issues. 509 pp. 
$17.95. 

David Geffen 


IF THERE ARE STILL individuals 
who question why the Holocaust 
was born and bred in Germany, 
then this very comprehensive book 
should be required reading for 
them. Almost a victim of the 
Holocaust itself, this book originally 
written and set in type in Germany 
in 1938, but only published now, 
documents the, growth of German 
hatred of the Jews, beginning with 
the issue of the Edict of Tolerance 
in 1781 and concluding with the 
writings of -Nietzsche at the end of 
the 19th century. 

As one views the line-up of 
German intellectuals mouthing 
anti-Jewish sentiments, it is no sur- 


prise, with the wisdom of hindsight, 
that a tyrant could call on h» 
countrymen to annihilate the Jew*. 
That the German populace 
responded so readily can be best un- 
derstood via the seeds of hatred that 
.had been sown not only" 1 ^ 4 
Nietzche or a Treitschke but by 
Hegel, Kant, Fichte and Schiller ai 
well. ' 

Anll-Jewish feelings have a long 
history in the principalities whicn 
ultimately became Germany, 
however, the systematization p 1 
these sentiments is to be found in 
the philosophic and artistic though 
of the 19th century. 

Professor Low, in this Well- 
researched book, depicts th 
development of these ideas In ell t“ 
German intellectual and creep** 
enterprises. A book on thJj WJ 
makes us recognize the validity 0 
the line of a song In South 
"You have to be taught to hale. 

For thoso who seek • enlighten* 
ment on the roots of the OfJJ" 
thinking that culminated so tragic^ 
ly in the death of six million 
this book is a must. 
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THE LEAGUE of Composers in 
Israel has organized a two-day 
seminar in Tel Aviv this month to 
discuss the performance — or 
rather non-performance — of 
Israeli and Jewish music by the 
country’s musical institutions and 
artists. Collaborating in the 
enterprise are the Public Council 
for the Arts, the Ministry of Educa- 
tion and Culture, the Israel Broad- 
casting Authority, Omanul La'am 
(Arts for the People), the Tel Aviv 
Foundation for Literature and the 
Arts, and the Israel Chamber 
Orchestra. 

Part of the symposium will be 
devoted to discussing the League’s 
own proposals, which range from 
legislation to ensure the perfor- 
mance of Israeli works to the es- 
tablishment — and funding — of a 
special body to control the perfor- 
mance and recording of such music. 
Matters to be dealt with will include 
the role of the radio in the promo- 
tion of Israeli music; the award of 
prizes, scholarships and commis- 
sions; the publication of scores, and 
the holding of music contests. 

THE FIGHT of the League's com- 
mittee has to be fought on three 
fronts simultaneously says its 
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Not for over 35s 

MUSIC & MUSICIANS / Yohanan Boehm 


energetic chairman Ami Ma’ayani; 

• The public — as everywhere in 
the world — does not take 
enthusiastically to its own com- 
posers and must be educated or per- 
suaded to abandon its prejudice. 

• Our conductors and performers 
are hesitant to include works by Is- 
raeli composers in their programmes 
for the above reason, unless 
specifically asked or paid lo do so. 
There ore a few exceptions, such as 
Gary Berlini, Mordechai Sever, and 
Zvi Avni, or Noam Sheriff conduc- 
tions his own music. 

• The organizations and 
authorities, including the Israel 
Philharmonic and other orchestras, 
which also cite the lack of box of- 
fice appeal. 

OF COURSE, right is oh the side of 
the League. Creative work should 
be presented to the public for ac- 
ceptance or rejection, and nobody 


should be so 'conservative or reac- 
tionary as to close his eyes and ears 
to new things. - The selective process 
of dividing the good from the bad is 
a prolonged one, and will not be 
decided even in a generation. 

But if the League is going into 
battle, it should go all the way — 
not give only the young generation a 
chance to be heard or encouraged, 
but also allow other voices to be 
heard — including composers who 
are not prepared to throw over 
the conventional and adopt 
atonal, serial, dodecaphonic, 
electronic, multi-media and ait the 
other devices of contemporary 
composition. Do not exclude from 
competitions, . commissions and 
programmes every composer over 
the age of 35, as is being done all 
over the world. 

Israel may have a special case to 
plead, since the history of our peo- 
ple, the lack of a common 


background and the existence of so 
many traditions, the need to nurse 
the evolution of a musical culture 
typical of Israel and Us new society 
are only a few points that demand 
consideration. 

Israeli composers, and in par- 
ticular the young generation, are in 
a quandary: if they try lo express 
any national emotions, they are ac- 
cused of being "old hat."jmposers 
who aren't prepared to toe the line 
haven't got a chance. 

PROFESSORS of composition in 
the academies seem to encourage 
this sort of new originality in their 
students instead of giving them a 
grounding in the traditional music 
disciplines on the basis of which 
they can later expand their language 
and ideas according to theW own 
talents or beliefs. 

No Ikw or pressure can — or 
should — force down the throats (or 
rather into the cars) of the public, 
music that is unworthy of a first per- 
formance, let alone repeats. 

As to the problom of encourage- 
ment through commissions or 
prizes, I have never heard of a prize 
not bcijig awarded; because the 
entries were not up to a' certain 
standard, except for the single case 
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of the competition for a "Fanfare 
for Jerusalem." held last April. 
Initiated by the Jerusalem Music 
Centre, this drew 20 entries. The 
judges found that none of the scores 
came up to their expectations and, 
consequently, no prize was 
awarded. Bravo! 

WEEKENDING AT the Sharon 
Hotel in Hcrzliya, 1 took a busman's 
holiday and attended a concert 
open to the public as well as to hotel 
guests. There were serenades by 
Mozart, Reger and Beethoven, per- 
formed by two leading members of 
the Jerusalem Symphony Orchestra, 
Nancy Uscher, viola, and Brigitte 
Sulem, violin, and by a guest flutist 
from the U.S., Prof. William Wlttig. 

As lwas on holiday, I discarded 
my role as critic, and aLtcnded to, 
and enjoyed, the music for its own 
sake. The acoustics in \he pleasant 
hall were good, and the atmosphere 
was relaxed, and coffee and cakes 
were served before the doncert, and 
the musicians prefaced their perfor- 
mance with a few 1 remarks which 
helped break the ice. 

Chamber music by professional 
ensembles is performed every other 
Saturday afternoon in this ideal set- 
ting. 
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Degem Ma'arachot is a small 
company. Like Elscint (reported on 
Iasi week), ii was founded in 1969, 
but Elscim's shares are distributed 
between Eiron. Discount Bank In- 
vestments. the American share- 
buying public and Elscint staff 
members. 

Degem's shares are the property 
of the Asher family. It did not start 
that way. Israel Asher, the firm's 
managing director, recalls. "We 
belonged to u business group, but in 
197-1 when we decided to start ex- 
porting. they got scared. They 
didn't think we could do it. So I 
i.i Iked my family into buying out 
their holding." 

Since then the family has earned 
no dividends, except diminutive 
ones in the last two years. All the 
money was ploughed back into the 
company. "In 1977 we had a cash- 
flow problem — our export drive 
was costing more funds than it 
brought in. We looked for outside 
investors with no success. 

"We were saved by a big order 
from abroad — and thenceforth 
foreign sales financed our growth.” 
Here are figures for turnover — 95 
per cent of it exports: 

1976 5300,000 

1977 $800,000 

1978 $1,700,000 

1979 $3,200,000 

1980 $5,600,000 

1981 (csiimntc) $10,000,000 

What Degem offers is projects 

(including all the equipment) for 
technological instruction. 
Customers are technical schools, in- 
dustrial schools, army schools, un- 
iversities. "We have equipped, to 
take an example, a (raining centre 
for heavy port equipment. We ear- 
ned out u feasibility study first. To 
do that we had to find a specialist in 
harbours. 

"Once -we were commissioned to 
put up a training-centre for agro- 
industry. We knew about training, 
but wc knew nothing about agro- 
industry. We phoned around and 
found the right man. Israel is excel- 
lent for that, it is Tull of people with 
specialized knowledge and with 
imagination, ready (o take up a 
challenge. As often as not we muke 
(his outside person chairman of our 
planning team." 

How did the company succeed in 
stepping up its exports? His answer 


David Krivine, in the second of a series on some of Israel's rapidly-growing 
business firms, tells of the Degem company and a family that took a chance. 
The firm’s managing director argues that if Jews abroad would devote 
energies to promoting Israel products in place of the Bond drive ‘we could 
make a new industrial revolution here.’ 

Teaching projects, plus 
equipment, are big sellers 


is the same as Elscint’s: marketing. 
Degem too has subsidiary com- 
panies abroad (five so far) in 
partnership with local elements. His 
focus is on the Third World. "In the 
advanced countries there is too 
much local competition. In the 
Third World we have an advan- 
tage." 

What advantage? "That Israel is a 
small market. The object of atten- 
tion for, say, a German .outfit is 
Germany, with exports a sideline. In 
our case, exports are everything. 
We show maximum flexibility to our 
clients' needs, we supply engineers 
to help them, wc invite them lo 
Israel, we do everything to please 
them..,.. . .... 

"Our marketing company in 
Brazil is headed by a Brazilian. We 
have an assembly plant in that 
country, our customers can see who 
they are dealing with.” We are 
reminded of Elscint with its factory 
in Boston. He explains, a trifle 
apologetically: "A local plant helps. 
Don't forget, it's hard to gel an im- 
port licence in Brazil for finished 
goods." 

Does he need subsidies? He 
shakes his head — but there is one 
thing that exporters do need; and 
this brings us .:lo the.} subject of 
macro-economic policy, ir the en- 
tire economy is to grow, the lead 
must be given by industry. If in- 
dustry is to grow, the government’s 
job is to make sure that it competes 
in foreign markets on equal terms. 

"The government should build a 
model. An Israeli firm and an 
Uuliun firm are selling the same 
commodity in Belgium, what are 
their relative costs?" We protest 
(hut costs can never be equal, and 
compensating for inequality is a 



Exports... even better than Bonds? 

form of subsidy. But he points to an 
area where inequality is blatant — 
taxation. 

■ '‘Scientists and engineers are sup- 
posedly cheap in Israel. I pay 
$1,200-1,300 a month for a man who 
would cost $2,000 in the U.'S. 
However, if the Americans give 
their employee a rise of $1,000, he 
keeps $800 of that. If I give mine the 
same, he keeps only $400, the rest 
goes to the Treasury. 

"A profitable company may want 
lo give some benefit to its workers. 
It can't, because the bulk of what it 
hands over to them, out of its hard- 
won earnings, is seized by the tax- 
man" 

■ We pbl'nf oiMhat the! goVfcrhmtfnt 
has introduced tax bonuses for shift 
work. He waves his hand in irrita- 
tion: "Science-based industries 
don't have shifts.” (They are not 
based on costly machinery that has 
to be utilized round the dock.) 

“What the country needs. Is. ex- 
ports, so why not allocate the tax 
benefits to the end-purpose itself — 
exports? If a company sells more than 
half its output for foreign currency, 
the personnel should be granted a 10 
per cent tax rebate, If 60 per cent, a 


15 per cent rebate, if 90 per cent, a 30 
per cent rebate. 

"Thai would equalize the fiscal 
burden ai least in part with our 
foreign competitors, and would At- 
tract good workers to the export 
sector, away from the civil service 
and the hunks and the insurance 
companies." 

Israel Asher has another, more 
striking idea. He has worked out 
how the government could give 
Israel’s economy an exceptional 
boost at no cost to itself: "I was 
once addressing a meeting in Mex- 
ico about science-based industries. 
A rich Jew stood up and said, ‘We 
drink cocktails at the Israel Embas- 
sy, but Israeli exports to our country 
don't grow.* They were $6m. at the 
time, u disgrace. 

"This man donates $50,000 to 
Israel each year. I said to him: 'If 
you could open the doors of the 
Mexican market io$l.5m. of Israeli 
exports, the government would gel 
its $50,000 out of the income lax on 
that. Which is easier for you, lo 
donate $50,000 in cash, or to 
promote $I.5ni. of Israeli exports?’ 

"He said, ’ll would be easier for 
me to promote not just SI. 5m. hut 
$!5m. of Israeli exports. Only 
nobody ever asked me to.’ " 

We are back with marketing. 
Asher recalls: "Once Nessim (j.mn 
(the Jewish millionaire residing in 
Switzerland) spoke disparaging!) 
about the profitability of investing 
in Israel's industry. I raised im 
voice and said, ‘If you invest in the 
Marketing of Israel's industrial 
products, you'll make money.' 

"He asked me lo stay behind. We 
talked, and tie said he would invest 
fifty-fifty with me in my marketing 
operation. It's a small investment, 


but let me tel] you, the benefits to us 
from the cunt acts he makes are 
remarkable. 

“If we had a concentrated drive 
among Jewish people abroad on 
market promotion in place of the 
Bonds drive, we could make a new In- 
dust rial revolution In Israel." 

Does the country possess the 
productive capacity to cope with 
such a sudden influx of orders? 

Ashen "Prof. Ben-Shahar 
(Labour's shadow finance minister) 
spoke to us the other day about 
plans — if Labour comes in — to 
aclivuie the Capital Investments- ■ 
Luw asnd expand industrial produc- 
tion. 

"I say industrial production has 
cxpnnded so much in the last ten 
years (local consumption being 
static) that the economy is saddled 
with excess capacity. What we need 
at the moment is outlets." If export 
orders come in, production would 
increase of its own accord, he 
believes. 

Growth of output is also 
facilitated by the massive technical 
infrastructure built up. The change 
happened in the decade 1955-1965. 
The education, labour and defence 
ministries made a big effort to 
create indigenous cadres, lo sub- 
stitute for the foreign technicians 
that were .used. In 1955 there were 
12-15 vocational training centres, 
today there are dose to 150. • 

"In the early 1950s. bright pupils 
wanted to go to secondary school, 
not to trade school. Ten years later 
it was the opposite. The queues 
were for entry to the vocational 
schools and technicians' schools. 

"Wc have another advantage in 
Israel. We combine European 
methodology with U.S. technology. 
The Americans have the most ad- 
vanced technology but owing to 
their .huge domestic market, they 
arc u«o specialized (the Japanese 
likewise). 

"The Europeans, by contrast, 
tram l heir people in a wider range 
■ ’I' subjects, specializing only during 
the last year. We use both systems, 
and get the best of both worlds.” 

Degein Ma'araehot employs 200 
people, plus 20 abroad. Us five-year 
plan visualizes a fivefold increase 
• >ver this year's expected turnover, 
to S50m., of which $J5m. is added 
value accruing to Israel. 


An idea to help diabetics 


TEL AVIV. — A knowhow licence 
agree me nl for the development of 
an artificial pancreas was recently 
signed in Los Angeles between 
Israel's Danot Industries, the 
University of Southern California, 
and a group of scientists headed by 
Prof. Samuel Bessman. 

According to the agreement 
Danot will develop and manufac- 
ture an implantable artificial pan- 
reas. capable of regulating the 
blood-sugar level of diabetics 
through a constant release of insulin 
to the body. This would replace the 
one or two daily injections now 
needed by the patient. Medical 
studies indicate that this method is 
preferable both for the patient's 
convenience and in terms of 
preventing many of the serious side 
effects of diabetes. 

Prof. Bessman's group has been 
working for some time on the 
development of the artificial gland. 
If successful, the project could 
revolutionize the treatment of 
diabetes and bring relief to the mil- 
lions of sufferers worldwide, bring- 
ing their life expectancy in line with 
that of healthy people. 

The number of diabetics depen- 
dent on insulin is estimated at 5 mil- 


lion in the U.S., Europe and Japan. 
In the U.S. alone that number grows 
by 60,000 a year. After the device is 
implanted, the patient can lead a 
completely normal lire, except for 
an insulin shot every month or 
month and a half, to fill up the inter- 
nal reservoir of the system. 

Wih the signing of this agreement, 
Danot’s spokesman expressed great 
satisfaction at his company’s entry 
into research and development in 
an area of very advanced 
technology. He emphasized that 
this is in line with the goal the 
founders of Danot set themselves 
when they established the company 
at the end of 1979. 

According to the agreement, 
Danot has acquired a worldwide ex- 
clusive licence for the production 
and marketing of the artificial pan- 
creas, after completion or the 
development work and the clinical 
trials. 

Danot .will invest, in the first 
stage, $500,000 for the research and 
tests required to confirm the princi- 
ples involved in the system. The 
work will be done partly here and 
partly in the U.S. At a later stage 
the bulk of the R & D work will 
shift to Israel. 
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The 29,000-ton Zlm-Keelung. < IPPA) 

Zim moves into top world shipping league 


By YA’ACOV FRIEDLER 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
HAIFA. — Zim’s new container 
ship, the 29,000-ton MV Zim- 
Keelung, described as the "last 
word" in modern shipping; has 
arrived in her home port here for 
the first time. 

The ship, built by the Dutch yard 
Van der Giessen, is the firBt of three 
the yard is building for Zim at 
"depression" prices of $40 million 
each. They will augment the seven 
container ships on Zim’? world-wide 
container service, embracing Israel, 
Europe, America and the Far East. 


About 85 per cent of the cargoes 
on the line are carried between 
foreign ports. 

The three ships would complete 
Zim development of the line, which 
is now the second largest container 
line in the world. Zim will now con- 
centrate its investment on bulk car- 
riers for the coal, grain and fertilizer 
trade. 

Zim managing director Yehuda 
Rolem told reporters that Zim has 
spent $500 million in the past five 
years to replace 40 per cent pf its 
fleet by modern vessels and it is now 
one of the most modern in the 


world. Another six ships are on or- 
der. 

He stressed that manpower was 
now the major problem which naigW 
hold back further expansion. Zim 
was already 150 officers short main- 
ly in the engine rooms, but the 
government was leaving the whole 
burden of training to the com- 
panies, unlike in other shipping 
countries. . • 

Haim Zucker, head of the com- 
pany’s manpower division, said ni» 
department was now concentrating 
on improving the quality of life on 
board. 
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Solar energy system may 
cut industry’s oil use 20% 


By ARYEH WOLMAN 
Jerusalem Post Reporter 
The first commercial model of a 
system for producing industrial 
steam from the rays of the sun, us- 
ing a new combination of 
technology and novel financing 


methods, was presented to the 
public recently by the Luz Inter- 


public recently by the Luz Inter- 
national firm based in Jerusalem. 

The Shemesh Utility System, 
which In March won its first two 
contracts for the Luz company, 
has received High praise from the 
chief scientists of the Ministries of 
Energy and Industry, Trade and 
Tourism. Company president Ar- 
nold Goldman forecast that SUS 
would supply sufficient heat energy 
to replace 20 per cent of Israel’s in- 


dustrial oil consumption by 1988 and 
carve out for itself a large market in 


carve out for itself a large market in 
the U.S. "sun belt." 

The Shemesh Utility System uses 
high precision parabolic reflectors 
to focus sunlight on a selectively 
coaled heat pipe through which a 
fluid flows and produces steam by 
means of a heat exchanger. 

Goldman said that the three ma- 
jor technical innovations incor- 
porated into the system were the 
microprocessor control system, 
which directs the reflectors towards 
the sun, the optics of the reflectors, 
and the vacuum in the heat pipe, 
which boosted the efficiency of the 
system. 

The company’s methods of 


financing and marketing are also 
original. By taking advantage of the 
various U.S. tax credits granted for 
solar energy systems — which can 
reach 60 per cent of the required in- 
vestment in some states — and of 
the investment incentives awarded 
by the Israel government, Goldman 
has cut financing costs to a 
minimum and raised the expected 
post-lax rate of return of the 
project to 30 per cent. 

This has allowed the company to 
raise $4m. of private capital, 90 per 
cent of which has come from the 
U.S., despite the high risk. The risk 
arises primarily from (he possibility 
that oil prices will not continue to 
rise at the projected real rate of 3.5 
per cent a year. 

In marketing, the company’s in- 
novation lies in its offer to sell not 
its equipment, but the energy from 
it on a sliding price scale at a cons- 
tant 10 per cent less than the cost of 
oil. This arrangement is incor- 
porated in the company’s first two 
contracts with the Tapud potato 
processing plant at Sha’ar Hanegev 
and Gibor Textiles in Kfar Sava. 

Prof. Arye Lavi, chief scien- 
tist at the Ministry of Industry, 
Trade and Tourism, said he had had 
serious doubts about the viability of 
the project when first agreeing to 
help with the financing to the tune 
of $450,000. "But now most of my 
doubts have been pul to rest," he 
said. 


Ailing firms 
bailed out to 
save jobs 


Rare nut may thrive in Israel 

TEL AVIV. Pistachio nuts may be M 

the newest export crop of the , 


TEL AVIV. — Pistachio nuts may be 
the newest export crop of the 
Negev, with about 100 dunams (25 
acres) of pistachio trees being 
planted this summer at Mitzpe 
Ramon. 

Until now pistachio nuts have 
been grown only on an experimen- 
tal basis in Israel. But now the 
Agricultural Research Organization 
and Bcn-Gurion University’s Jacob 
Blaustein Institute for Desert 
Research at Sde Boker In conjunc- 
tion with the Jewish Agency have 
joined in this Negev commercial 
venture. 

Israel is expected to join the few 
pistachio exporting countries like 
Iraq, Iran, Afghanistan, Greece and 
Turkey. 

According to market research 
conducted by Ben-Ourion Univer- 
sity there should be a great demand 
for the nuts in Europe. 

The trees will be irrigated by 
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Professor Evenarl 


flood and sewage water, and should 
lake between four and five years to 
mature and bear fruit. 

Prof. Michael Evenari has been 
one of the main forces in getting 
pistachio trees grown in the Negev. 
A botanist, he has reconstructed an- 
cient Nabatean farms in Avdat, 
Shiv ta and Wadi Mashas. With the 
aid of flash-flood waters he has been 
growing pistachio and almonds at 
Avdat. 


By SHLOMO MAOZ 
Post Economic Reporter 

Dimona Fibres, which was ac- 
quired two years ago from the 
receiver by Swiss magnate Nessim 
Gaon and a group of Swiss in- 
vestors, will gel a government- 
subsidized loan of $3.3m. to help the 
owners to renew the enterprise’s ob- 
solete equipment. 

The plant employs some 500 
workers, and has been in trouble for 
many years. When the new owners 
bought it two years ago, they under- 
took to operate it for seven years 
before taking final possession. 

The new owners also undertook 
to invest $8.5m., of which $3.3m. 
was to be put into renewing the old 
equipment. The Ministry of In- 
dustry, Trade and Tourism original- 
ly wanted to lend the latter amount 
to the owners on so-called 
“pipeline" terms. 

This meant that the loan would be 
linked to 70% of the costof-living in- 
dex, us had been the practice with 
regard lo development loans for 
which applications had been 
pending before May 29, 1979, when 
full linkage of development loans 
was introduced. 

However, the economic cabinet 
decided to make no exceptions to 
the Tull linkage for loans that were 
not in the pipeline before May 29, 
1979. 

As recommended by a committee 
headed by Dt. Ben- Ami 
ZiuV.cnn.iii, the Trc-isur/s lomnm- 
sioner of (he capital market, 
Dimona Fibres will get the loan 
from a commercial bank, and the 
government will subsidize the in- 
terest rate. 

The assistance to Dimona Fibres 
follows the bailing out of the Op-Ar 
textile enterprise at Ofakim. and of 
aid to Ashkelon Plywoods, 
Frutorom, and several ailing firms 
in Carmiel. 

The main reason for the govern- 
ment’s liberality in keeping these 
sickly enterprises alive was to pre- 
vent the firing of their workers, 
which would Have caused great 
hardship in the development towns 
in which they are located. 

In nearly all these cases, the 
enterprises concerned account for a 
large proportion of the total number 
of wage earners in those towns, who 
have no alternative employment op- 
portunities there. 
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MEDICAL CONGRESSES 

TO BE ORGANIZED BY "KENES" 
IN ISRAEL 1981 

7th European Nuclaeolar Workshop 

Aug. 23 -Z8 Safad 

First International Symposium 
on Nuclear Cardiology 

Sept. 6-10 Tal Aviv 

International Symposium 
on Abnormal Hemoglobins: 
Genetics, Populations and Diseases 

Sept. 6-11 Jerusalem 

0th International Congress 
on Human Genetics 

Sept. 13-16 Jerusalem 

Symposium on Genetics in 
Opthslmology 

Sept. 20-23 Jerusalem 

XI Triennial World Congress 
of the World Association 
of Societies of Pathology 
(Anatomic and Clinics!) 
Laboratory Medlclno 

Sept. 20-25 Jerusalem 

The 5th International Beilinson 
Symposium on Sacis) Aspects of 
Diabetes In Children and Adolescents 

Oct. 26-30 Herzliya 

International Meeting of tho 
Israel Dental Association 

Dec. 21-23 Tel Aviv 

The II International Congress 
on Cardiac Rehabilitation 

Nov. 29-Dec. 3 Jerusalem 


For further Information: 

Kanos, P.O.B. 29784, 61297 Tal Aviv. Israel 
tn the U.S. A.: 

Kenas — cfo I.P.M.C.. 711 Third Avenue, Suite 700. 
New York, NY 10017, U.S.A. 



ISRAEL RADIO 

NEW FREQUENCIES FOR THE 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE 
BROADCASTS 

— May 3, 1981 to September 6. 
1981 

OfiOO — 0616 GMT 
21710* 

2 1 600* 

1 5682*/* • 

11664* 

11637V* 


1200 — 1230 GMT 
21876* 

21600* 

17612* 

1 5606** r 
16406* 


2000 — 2030 GMT 
2 1486* 

176B5**** 

17646* 

16662* 

16416* 

6009* 


2230 — 2300 GMT 

217IO***** 

1B682V***** 

16416* 

11837V***** 

8816* 


0000 - 0030 GMT 
16682*/***** 

11637*/***** 

9816* 

0100 — 0130 GMT 
16682V***** 

11637*/***** 

0816* 

0200 — 0230 GMT 
16882V***** 

11637*/***** 

9816* 

TARGET AREA 

* ft. AMERICA & W. EUROPE 
** AUSTRALIA & HEW ZEALAND 
••• 8-E. ASIA. AUS.. N.Z. 

*•** AFRICA 
***** (ATIN AMERICA 
Kol Ylirssl. External Service. 

P.O.B. IQ82, Jaruaelem. Israel 91810 
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LAND SALE 
BY TENDER 

A 0600 sq.m, (approx.) parcol ot 
land, situated in Gan Yavneh 
township, noar Ashdod. Building 
possibilities, villas, flats, ate. Apply: 
Attorney-at-law. P.O.B. 341. 
Ashkelon, Israel. Owner does not 
undertake to sell to tho highest or 
any bidder. 

Yona Goran, Advocate 
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EDITORIAL COMMENT 1 


FRIDAY. JUNE 12, 1981 

In perspective 

THE DELAY ordered by President Reagan in the scheduled delivery 
this week of four F-I6's is some indication of the price this country 
may have to puy for the successful destruction of Iraq's nuclear reac- 
tor lust Sunday. Mr. Reagan has also ordered a general review of 
U.S. arms supplies already approved for Israel. 

These moves follow upon the president’s formal "finding” that 
Israel has violated its undertaking not to use American-made 
weapons for any but defensive purposes. Considering the mood of 
surprise and anger in official Washington over Israel’s air strike, the 
moves are not extreme: they fall rather short of what some of Mr. 
Reagan's aides, notably Defence Secretary Caspar Weinberger, have 
reportedly been urging on the president. 

They do. however, represent an unmistakable expression of 
Washington’s disapproval of Israel's action. They are at once a public 
rapping by a super- power for a naughty client-state, which is how 
Israel must now look to Mr. Reagan, and a clear-cut statement of 
America’s disavowal of any responsibility for Israel's course of ac- 
tion. The disciplinary penalty involved may have been thought exem- 
plary enough to relieve the Security Council of any motive for voting 
sanctions of its own. 

Short-Lived though the penalty may turn out to be, it is a fact (hat 
nothing of its kind was attempted by any U.S. administration since 
1956, when this country aroused Dwight D. Eisenhower's wrath by 
bundling Operation Kadesh. Even the famous Ford "reassessment" 
of 1975, made in the context of n dispute over disengagement in 
Sinai, only applied to future arms deliveries; and President Carter 
rightly pointed out that he had never sought to pul pressure on Israel 
by even threatening to withhold arms. 

Has President Reagan taken a different tack because he is less 
friendly to the Jewish Stale than Mr. Ford and Mr. Carter were in 
their time? 

The fact is that Premier Begin has had reason to expect an even 
greater measure of friendship and understanding from Mr. Reagan 
than from his immcdtale predecessors. For it is under Mr. Reagan 
that Israel has been declared u "permanent ally" of the U.S., and its 
value as a "strategic asset" has been repeatedly hailed. Mr. Begin' hus 
also had reason to expect Israel’s integration into America's new 
strategic scheme for containing Soviet penetration of the area, under 
Mr. Rcagun. 

THAT THIS vision of. U.S.-lsrpel compatibility might nol. ttapiic the 
good intentions, work uniformly well in practice, has indtedllready 
become clear in the controversy over the sale of the AVVA£s spy- 
planes to Saudi Arabia. Plainly. Israel and the U.S. do not see eye-lo- 
eye on how the effort to check the Soviets should be conducted. 

In staging the raid on the Osirak reactor — without, obviously, 
seeking agreement from anyone, including Mr. Reagan — Mr. Begin 
went one step further. Thereby he has served notice that, for all the 
fine talk of "strategic coordination” with the U.S., Israel will insist on 
retaining a completely free hand in deciding what its interests are, 
how they are to be defended : — and even how their defence ’is to be 
reported. 

The matter of-reporting Sunday’s raid is not, it seems, incidental at 
all. Mr. Begin may be right in believing that many of the governments 
that have been leading the chorus of Israel's denunciation over the 
attack, secretly applaud the lifting, however temporary, of the threat 
of a nuclearized Iraq. What forced them to join the chorus, however, 
may well have been Mr. Bcgin's open and — it is now dear — wholly 
gratuitous immediate announcement of responsibility for the opera- 
tion. 

Now they must go to any length to dissociate themselves from an 
act which, for all its beneficial results, is a slap at an accepted norm 
of international conduct. 

Surely the U.S. need not have been expected to associate itself 
even indirectly, with it, especially when it was liable to be interpreted 
as an invitation to the Kremlin to rush to the aid of the poor, vic- 
timized Arabs. And while the immediate storm in Washington, where 
Israel still has many friends, may soon blow over, there are likely to 
be some long-range consequences. 

The AWACS, which Chief-of-Staff Raphael Eilah claims would 
have discovered Israel’s attacking planes even before they took off, 
may now be viewed as firmly Saudi Arabia's. The Syrian missiles will 
probably remain in the Bekaa for some time, if only because an in- 
dependent Israeli action aimed at knocking them out would strain 
relations with Washington to the breaking point. Moreover, 
America's control over the use of its aircraft may become much 
lighter than before — and the definition of “defence” far narrower. 

This would not be a cause for concern if Israel had viable alter- 
natives for U.S. supply and support, but it does not. The people’s 
spirits may be raised by the government assuring them that it will 
"On no account ... permit the enemy to develop weapons of mass 
destruction against the people of Israel," and that it will do so “with 
all the means at our disposal." But some of these means may not be 
Israel’s to be used at will against the enemy of its choice. 

Israel is powerful, and just. But this is no warrant for spreading the 
illusion that it is omnipotent. 


THURSDAY, JUNE 11, 1981 

The questions 
emerge 


THERE CAN hardly be any fair- 
minded person anywhere any longer 
who still doubts that Iraq's now 
ruined nuclear reactor was meant 
not for peaceful research, as had 
been contended all along, but for 
the production of nuclear weapons 
to be deployed against Israel. 

Even Iraq’s Revolutionary Coun- 
cil. in acknowledging the destruc- 
tive effects of Israel’s air raid on 
Sunday, has now dropped the 
pretence or “peaceful purpose." 
The director-general of the Inter- 
national Atomic Energy Agency, 
who had earlier insisted that his 
agency's inspection had shown 
Osiris to be innocent of any military 
capability, now admits that it could 
be made to manufacture an atom 
bomb within 10 years. A nuclear 
engineer at Tel Aviv University, 
Prof. Alvin Radkovsky. with a rich 
background of practical experience 
in the U.S., believes it need not 
have taken the Iraqis more than a 
year to bring out their first 
Hiroshima-type bomb. 

Perhaps the right figure lies 
somewhere in between: but it is no 
matter. What matters is that Sad- 
dam Hussein's Iraq, the closest ap- 
proximation after Muammar Gad- 
dafi's Libya to Yehezkcl Dror’s no- 
tion of a “crazy state," was on the 
way to building up u nuclear ar- 
moury. In this effort Iraq would 
have, when the lime was ripe, 
scratched out its signature to the 
.Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty 
with as few qualms as it lore up the 
Shall el- Arab treaty and went on to 
invade Iran — or, for that matter, 
with as few qualms as it has been 
maintaining a state of war with this 
country, these past 33 years, 
without even a formal cease-fire, in 
clear contravention of the UN 
Charter. 

Morally, then, Israel’s position is 
unassailable. But morality is not 
everything. There is, for example, 
also the question of timing, and ex- 
pediency, Labour leader Shimon 
Peres has a point when he suggests 
that with Francois Mitterrand at the 
Elysec, Israel had a chance to in- 
duce France to suspend further 
shipments of enriched uranium to 
Baghdad, without needing to resort 
to even so fine a surgical operation 
as the air force performed four days 
ago. 

Such a domestic debate, about 
something that is now water over 
.the dam, may be thought 
deplorable. But it Jwas Premier 
Begin who touched it off by disclos- 
ing, without permission, the con- 
tents of a confidential cor- 
respondence between himself and 
Mr. Peres, and then putting what 
seems to be a false, or in any case 
erroneous, construction on it. 
Similarly, Mr. Begin falsely, or in 
any case erroneously, claimed that 
he had been forced to publicly dis- 
close Israel’s responsibility for the 
attack because it had already been 
reported on Amman radio. There 
had been no such report. 

Whether it would have served 
Israel better to withhold disclosure, 
in the hope that Baghdad too might 
prefer to keep silent, at least for a 
while, is one of the questions that 
are now being raised, even without 
any . connection to the looming 
Knesset election. 


Survivors and descendants 
arriving for Holocaust meet 
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This stone, engraved with the names 
of three Jews who died in the 
Holocaust, was sent to the World 
Gathering of Holocaust Survivors 
by a family of Rumanian Jews who 
were not allowed to attend the 
Jerusalem assembly. Brought to 
Jerusalem by Israeli relatives of (he 
Rumanian survivors, it will be purl 
of a monument at Yud Vushcm con- 
sisting of thousands of similarly 


engraved stones. 

Jews from 23 countries are atten- 
ding the convocation which is being 
held this week. 

Hundreds of children of survivors 
are also taking part in the four-day 
gathering to discuss their special 
psychological problems. The nearly 
6,0tXl Diaspora participants will mix 
with an equal number of Israeli 
Holocaust survivors. 



Bergman to play Golda after all 


AFTER DRAMATICALLY an- 
nouncing several months ago that 
she would not play the role of the 
late prime minister Guldn (Vlelr in 
Paramount Studio’s upcoming TV 
movie, .Ingrid Bergman has had a 
change of heart. 

The 65-year-old Swedish actress 
now plans to return to Israel oil Sep- 
tember 1, to begin work on the 
docu-drama, thanks to the per- 
suasiveness of Jerusalem Mayor 
Teddy Kollek. 

Kollek, it has been learned, spoke 
with Bergman at length during her 
slay in Jerusalem, and even showed 
her documentaries about the lute 
premier on his home movie projec- 
tor. Corman, then in Israel as 
technical Hdviscr to the Canadian 
movie Paradise , also spent time with 
Bergman trying to convince her to 
reconsider. 

“We then sent her a script," said 
Hall, contacted yesterday in 
Beverly Hills. "She read it and 
wrote us, saying ‘no’ once again, 
that the image of Golda was still loo 
fresh in the minds of the world, and 
especially Israelis. I flew to London 
and spent three hours trying to 



Ingrid Bergman in Jerusalem this 
year; Golda Melr in 1958. 

(Scoop SO) 

shoot down her objections. The 
following day she called to say: 
’Most stars, and I don't consider 
myself a star, won't submit to a 
screen test, but I would like to see 
myself as Golda before giving you a 
final answer."’ 

According to Hall, Corman and 
executive producer Harve Bennell 
joined Bergman in London on June 
1 , and hired a director, hair stylist, 
costumer, und studio. Bergman 
read three scenes from the script, 
which spans 66 yeaTs of Meir's life, 
saw the results and agreed that she 
could indeed do justice to the part- 


Israel envoy to Germany honoured^- 

DESPITE THE troubled relations Foreign Minister Hans-Dletrlch 
between Prime Minister Menahem Genscher. . 

Begin and German Chancellor Meroz was also honoured by the 


Helmut Schmidt, the wheels of 
diplomacy continue to turn. Israel's 
ambassador to Bonn Yohanan 
Meroz, who is about to complete his 
lour of duty after six and a half 
years, was recently guest of honour 
at a dinner given by German 


German-Israel Society, 
president Erich Blumenfeld, a mem- 
ber of the European Parliament, nas 
suggested that the society adopt m 
its motto Jetzt erst recht' (In sp 
of everything) for the conn g 
months. 


Walesa to visit Israel in the future 

BEFORE LEAVING Geneva on his travel to Israel but at a later dale 


way back to Poland Lech WaleBB, 
the Solidarity leader, told the 
Jewish Telegraphic Agency, JTA, 
that he received an invitation from 
the Histadrut delegate to the con- 
ference to visit Israel. 

"I was happy to receive this in- 
vitation but right now l have a lot of 
work to do at home and cannot 
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shall do so," he said. , 

He also said that he had naa 
long meeting with U.S. Lab 
Secretary Raymond Donovan 
had invited him to the U-S. * 
visit also will have to wait, he s ■ 
Walesa also said: “I an ? . 
cooperation with the trade unto 
Israel.” ' : | 
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READERS 1 LETTERS 


JEWISH-ARAB RELATIONS 


To the Editor tf The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — The Interns for Peace 
programme (of young Americans 
and Israelis who work in Arab 
villages in an effort to improve rela- 
tions) is remarkable because, first of 
all, it assures continuity. Without 
continuity, educational results are 
usually meagre or non-existent. 

Admittedly, the educational 
problem is extremely complex. 
Even if one ignores the objective 
reality, in which conflict between 
the Arab World and Israel still 
preponderates, there still remains 
the perplexing problem of interac- 
tion between two different cultures. 
As far as we know, no one in the 
world — not even in the United 
States — has found the proper 
didactic Solution to this problem, 
and all the persons who are dealing 
with this question, in Israel and 
elsewhere, can truly be described as 
pioneers in this field. 

Even pioneers are only human 


beings. They are not immune from 
making some mistakes. But it is not 
by their mistakes that we should 
judge them, but what they sym- 
bolize. If the pioneering challenge 
of the past two generations was how 
to settle this land and how to es- 
tablish in it a Jewish stale, then sure- 
ly the challenge for the next 
generation is how the two 
neighbouring societies of which 
Israel consists — Jews and Arabs — 
will learn to live together. 

As an Israeli whose family came 
here as pioneers 100 years ago, I 
really do not care who the pioneers 
are: Americans, Arab or Jewish 
Israelis — as long as they dedicate 
themselves to this immensely chal- 
lenging problem. They are few, they 
are alone, and (hey deserve any help 
and encouragement they can gel. 

ALOV PH HAREVEN 
The Van Leer Jerusalem Foundation 
Jerusalem. 


PULL DOWN THE FLAGS 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, — I came from the United 
States recently and am living in an 
apartment owned by relatives. It is 
in a new Orthodox community of 
primarily young families. 

My dream came true on May 4 
when I bought a lovely Israeli flag 
and stood it out on display. To me, 
it was a truly beautiful sight. 

On May 6, in the late evening, I 
opened the door to persistent rap- 
ping of a neighbour, who informed 
me that a large number of residents 
were highly incensed by the fact 
that I was flying an Israeli flag and 


that it would have to be removed. 

I couldn't believe what I was 
hearing. Nothing she said made one 
bit of sense. Since l had no idea 
what might be their next step, I 
moved the flag to the back of my 
balcony. 

The event is still new, so 1 do not 
know how widespread the anger is. 
My downstairs neighbour has made 
a point of ignoring me. 

Can you believe I came to Israel 
and am being persecuted for flying 
an Israeli flag? 

CHANA BEEKER 

Jerusalem. 


CLOUD OVER MARRIAGE CEREMONY 


To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 

Sir, — It is agreed by all that the 
marriage ceremony should be a 
joyful occasion. Our experience 
with the religious authorities in 
Jerusalem diminished that joy con- 
siderably. 

We chose to hold our wedding in 
the beautiful gardens of the Hebrew 
Union College, overlooking the Old 
City. The Religious Council of 
Jerusalem, invested with the power 
of marriage registration, denied us 
permission and further refused to 
discuss the matter. Since we had 
planned a traditional ceremony, we 
asked the Orthodox rabbi who had 
agreed to officiate to seek a response 
from the Chief Rabbi of Jerusalem. 


Our rabbi likewise met with a fiat 
refusal. 

We object both to the decision 
and the hostile manner in which it 
was made. We cannot help but feel, 
considering the fact that people are 
married in private homes, gardens 
and halls of their choice, that we 
were faced with a baseless and un- 
justified case of discrimination 
against us and against the Reform 
Movement. This was made even 
more clear when the Chief Rabbi of 
Jerusalem consented to a 
"compromise” and permitted the 
wedding in a vacant, garbage-strewn 
lot next to the College. 

DEBB Y AND BARR Y SCH WARTZ 
Jerusalem. 


GERMAN REACTION 

To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, — As a German born 1 3 years 
after the end of World War II, I was 
really shocked by your Prime 
Minister's recent comments on 
Chancellor Schmidt’s visit to Saudi 
Arabia. It was not only his personal 
attack on our Chancellor which 
made me angry, but the fact that the 
majority of Israelis agreed with him. 

1 think relations between two 
countries should not only be based 
on the past, but on the future as 
well. Perhaps Mr. Schmidt’s views 
of the PLO are wrong, but that has 
nothing to dq with our Nazi past. 
Your Prime Minister does not have 
the right to accuse my generation of 
being guilty of the murder of six mil- 
lion people during the Holocaust. 
For me, it is n historical fact which 
cannoi be forgotten. 

I oppose a n arms deal with Saudi 
Arabia in order to serve our oil sup- 
plies because it is immoral. Bui you 
arc trying to correct your trade 
deficit by exporting arms just as we 
do. 

MICHAEL KLE1NERBRINKER 
Skoln, Germany. 

DENTAL SERVICE 

To the Editor of The Jerusalem Post 
Sir, — I must take exception to 
Dr. Breakstone's letter of May 17 in 
answer to a previous article which 
discussed the great need for proper 
dental core in development (owns, 
with regard to the excellent service 
that Dr. Breakstone's organization 
is doing in kibbutzim. 

He slutes that discussions were 
held with persons in development 
towns, including Ma'alot, in an at- 
templ to find "workable 
mechanisms." and were not suc- 
cessful 

On the contrary, a workable 
mechanism was found here: it in- 
cluded a nice-sized apartment, meal 
assistance and home hospitality. 
However. Dr. Breakstone wrote a 
letter on April I, slating: "...It has 
been harder than expected to find 
you volunteers. Most warn to go to 
a kibbutz. But we are trying.. .So far 
we have Dr. L. for June and Dr. P. 
for August. I presume you have 
heard from them." 

We did not. 

So what does Dr. Breakstone 
mean, when he asks Jerusalem Post 
readers for suggestions for possible 
accommodation in poor areas? 

MARION WYLER 

Ma’alot. 


Herod built first modem harbour in history 


Although the Jews have virtually 
no naval past, it was Herod, king of 
Judea, who built "the first modern 
harbour in -history, 1 ’ ‘according to 
.archeologist Avner Raban of the 
University of Haifa. 

Addressing an archeological con- 
ference in Jerusalem this month, 
Raban said the harbour was the first 
to employ free-standing 
breakwaters. The builders of the 
harbour at Caesarea which was 
dedicated in 13 BCE, employed for 
the first time artificial, moulded 
conglomerate poured into wooden 
frames, as well as immense blocks 
of stone, said Raban. These were 
lowered into the sea from barges in 
■an interlocking pattern. 

The breakwaters proved far more 
durable, said Raban, than the 
modern breakwaters at Ashdod port 
which collapsed some 1,5 years after 
their construction . and bad to be 
rebuilt. 

So sophisticated were the 
builders of the port, said Raban, 
that they employed * special coh- 
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ARCHEOLOGY 
Abraham Rabinovich 


structiori methods to avoid silling 
and to keep the splash of winter 
storms away from quays so that 
loading of ships could proceed even 
in winter. 

• fn another lecture, Prof. 


evidence, said/Gichon, it was clear 
to him that the revolt followed 
several clear stages. 

It was preceded, he said, by ex- 
tensive clandestine preparation by 
the rebels of subterranean jumping- 
off bases for offensive action. It was 
this preparation and the surprise 
achieved that permitted them to 
gain their initial success. The rebels 
then proceeded to build above- 
ground fortifications to prepare for 


Mordecai Gichon of the University 1 the expected Roman counleroffcn- 


of Tel Aviv offered a revised view of 
the military developments of the 
Bar Kochba revolt. Gochon look 
exception to the portrait painted by 
pio Cassius, the only source in anti- 
quity to purport to describe the 
reyoit from beginning to end. 

Dio Cassius' version, said 
Q [chom was that both sides avoided 
open bailies in the field, and it was 
indecisive in describing the strategic 
development of the war. From his 
own dig at an underground cave 
complex used by Bar Kochpa’s men 
near Emmaus, as well as other 


sive. For this offensive, said 
Gichon, the Romans mobilized 
some 60,000-80.000 men, parts of 13 
legions. The offensive was pressed 
against a flexible Jewish defence 
which finally gave way. As the 
rebellion collapsed, the last Jewish 
fighters fled once more to subterra- 
nean hideaways. 

■ The congress at Van Leer 
Jerusalem Foundation was spon- 
sored by the Israel Exploration 
Society and the government’s 
Department of Antiquities,; 


ISSUES AND 
ANSWERS 
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Issues, we have In plenty. Answers are In shorter 
supply. 

But one thing's (or sure. 

As Israel's election campaign hots up, there'll be 
more and more people attempting to give the 
answers. And then on June 30 the people will have 
their 9ay. 

Already the "experts" are flocking in from London 
and Washington, Peris end Bonn to report to their 
editors on that unique phenomenon called Israeli 
democracy. 

If you really want your friends and relations to un- 
derstand what's going on in Israel a subscription to 
The Jerusalem Post International Edition is the 
name of the game. 

Written by Israelis who live the news every day of 
their lives, it's flown worldwide every week to over 
ninety countries. 

Say YES. We'll do the rest. 
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